PROPHETS RE-AWAKENED!!!
The meaning of the term ‘Prophets’

1. Greek word (‘prophetes’) – Meaning ‘to speak for someone’

2. Hebrew word (‘nabi’) – Meaning ‘to call’.
Putting the two ideas together a prophet is a person who is called to speak on behalf of God and interpret His will to people

Classifications of Prophets

1. Major & Minor prophets – Based purely on the length of the book and not on importance


2. Monarchic & Canonical (Writing) prophets 


a. Monarchic prophets (Samuel, Gad, Nathan, Elijah, Elisha etc.) – Lived mainly pre 8th Century BC whose sayings are not recorded in detail. Their main audience was the King from which the term is derived.


b. Canonical prophets – (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Micah etc.) Those whose sayings are substantially recorded in the Bible as books. Their audience was much broader addressing the state, the people at large and even foreign nations.

Introduction to the Prophets

1. Different types of people called with different backgrounds – Isaiah & Zephaniah (noble) while Amos & Micah more common countrymen, Ezekiel (priest)

2. Nature of calling might be different – Isaiah & Ezekiel (a visionary call), Amos & Jeremiah (ordinary circumstances of life)

3. Some prophets overlapped but mostly acted independently (Amos/Hosea & Isaiah/Micah). Exception Haggai & Zechariah

4. Message not new/innovative but reemphasizing the old/reformers.

5. Message delivered through words as well as lifestyle 

a. Hosea 1:2,3 (a wife of unfaithfulness)
b. Jeremiah 32:1-15 (a purchase of hope) 

c. Ezekiel 12:1-16; 24:15-27 (acting it out & not mourning over wife’s death)

Biblical Prophecy

1. Revealing God’s message to the present situation

a. His displeasure/warnings about Israel’s disobedience

b. Encouragement when His people are oppressed by cruel enemies


2. Revealing God’s message concerning the future

a. About the downfall of empires

b. The coming of the Messiah

c. The future judgment of sin/evil and the establishment of the Kingdom of God

The Hebrew Bible Canon

Hebrew Bible Canon consisted of 24 books categorized into 3 main areas (Lk 24:44). 

1. Torah (‘Law’) – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy

2. Neviim (‘Prophets’) – 

a. Former Prophets – Joshua, Judges, Samuel & Kings

b. Latter Prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel & the Book of the Twelve (Hosea – Malachi)

3. Ketuvim (‘Writings’) – Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Chronicles, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations & Esther

· Books of the Former Prophets – God speaks through History

· Books of the Latter Prophets – God speaks through His word (revelation)

How do you read prophetic literature in the Bible? 
1. Difficult to understand because

a. Limited use of narrative
b. Most of what they looked forward to is in our past.

c. Difficult to understand the context from the particular passage

d. Poetic Literature

2. Importance of outside help

a. Commentaries

b. Handbooks

c. Dictionaries

3. In general always look for 

a. An identification of Israel’s sin or God’s love for Israel

b. A prediction of curse or blessing (Note: Most of the prophecies are made to the 
whole nation and not to specific individuals)

4. How to do proper exegesis

a. Understand the covenant relationship between God and Israel. 
(Lev. 26; Deut. 28-30)


b. Understand the broader historical context

c. Isolate individual oracles

d. Determine the form of prophetic utterance

i. Lawsuit (Is. 3:13-26)
ii. Woe (Zeph. 2:5-7)
iii. Promise (Am. 9:11-15)

e. Understand poetic writings – easy to remember, rhythm, metaphors

f. Blend of temporal history with eternal history (Joel 3:1-3)


Broad themes of the prophetic message

1. The Sovereignty of God (Amos 1:1-2:5)

2. Religiosity is not a sign of obedience (Isaiah 1:10-17). Religion should lead to right action.


3. A decline of spiritual values leads to 

a. religious compromise (Jeremiah 11:12,13)

b. social injustice (Isaiah 58; Zechariah 7:8-14)


 This leads to judgment from God. 
4. A promise of hope or a prayer of faith (Amos 9:11-15; Isaiah 2:1-5; Habakkuk 3:16-19). The hope can be both for immediate restoration or the looking forward to the messianic kingdom. 
What does the New Testament teach about prophecy? 
1. Prophesy is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

2. A distinct gift of the Holy Spirit for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 

3. A distinct office of prophet-hood (1 Cor 12:27-30)

4. Motivated by love (1 Cor 13:2)

5. Gift of Prophecy is not for eternity (1 Cor. 13:8-10)

6. The gift to be eagerly desired (1 Cor 14:1)

7. Prophecy edifies the church (1 Cor 14:3-5,12,26)

8. Prophecy should be given in accordance with God’s character in the context of the body of Christ (1 Cor 14:29-33, 39-40)

9. Prophecy should be in line with Scripture (1 Cor. 14:37-38)

10. Beware of false prophets by their fruit (Mt. 7:15-23)
Prophetic community

1. Moses’ wish (Numbers 11:16,17, 24-29)


2. Peter’s speech at Pentecost (Acts 2:16-21 quoting Joel 2:28-32)


3. The prophetic witness (Mat. 5:1-16 – Salt of the earth & Light of the world)


Prophetic Passages for Study

Micah 1:1, 2 and 3
1. During which time period did Micah prophesy? Who were the other prophets during this time?

2. Who was the super power during that time and who were their important kings?

3. What do we know about that empire and its practices?

4. What is the significance of the cities Samaria and Jerusalem?

5. What are the sins that are mentioned in this passage?

6. Describe the prophetic practices at that time?

7. How did Micah understand his role?

8. Was any hope given? To whom was it given to?

9. What was most significant about the promise given?

10. Mention how this passage is relevant to Sri Lanka today.

Habakkuk 1 & 2
1. During which time period did Habakkuk receive the oracle from God? Who were the other prophets during this time?

2. Who was the super power during that time and who were their important kings?

3. What do we know about that empire and its relationship with Israel?

4. What were the questions that Habakkuk asked God?

5. How did God respond to each of the questions?

6. List the reasons why God judges the invading army.

7. What can we learn about the way God acts in history from this passage?

8. How would you describe Habakkuk’s relationship with God? Is it a model to follow or avoid? Why?

9. Why does the passage end with a discussion about idols?

10. What are some of the idols in Sri Lanka today? How can we expose their uselessness?

Zechariah 8, 9
1. During which time period did Zechariah receive the oracle from God? Who were the other prophets during this time?

2. Who was the super power during that time and who were their important kings?

3. What do we know about that empire and its practices?

4. What was the question that the people of Bethel had? What was Zechariah’s answer?

5. What were the reasons for Israel to suffer the wrath of God?

6. Why were the predictions in Zech 8:4,5 “marvellous” for the people?

7. What did God ask the people to do in the oracle from Zech 8:9-13? What are the repeated phrases and why is it significant?

8. What painful historical events prompted the fasts in the fourth, fifth, seventh & tenth months? (Hint Jer. 39;1,2; 2 Ki 25:1-25) How would they be looked at in the future? 

9. Mention how temporal history and eternal history is blended in this passage.

10. Mention 1 individual application and 1 corporate application from this passage.
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