among Graduates

“Father,
change our hearts to understand that
we can achieve nothing through
violence,
but everything through love....
Stop us from dividing groups,
but teach us to see the beauty of
Diversity...

Says Karthik of the University of
Peradeniya as he reflected on the time
spent together with students from the
different campuses in May 2010. The
National Camp was undoubtedly the
highlight of the quarter just past and the
middle pages of this issue of SCOPE have
been dedicated to reporting on that time
ofmeeting together.

Another student Namali, challenges us in
her article Taking God Everywhere “"to
stop separating the classroom text from
the Bible and the Biblefrom therest of our
lives." As we as a Nation celebrate the first
year anniversary of the end of a 25 - 30
year civil war during the month of June, we
have tiq{en up Namali's challenge and
have two Lnduams contributing in this
Issue of SCOPE as to how we may need to
think anew with regard to this civil conflict
and theway we celebrate its end in light of
God's word and His notion of Justice. |
would encourage you to read and re-read
the reflection on 2 Samuel 1 and Prof jude
Fernando's introductory writing on this
issue and take seriously Namali's
challenge that we craft our thinking, being
and doing on everything - simple or
complex; sensitive in terms of the
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personal or political on the basis of what
matters to the one we worship!

This issue of SCOPE begins the
serialization of Dr Noel Somasundaram's
wrriting on the relationship between Work
and Worship - something that is central to
the FOCUS ministry and which needs to be
thought about and applied right through
our lives. He poses to us two questions in
his introduction that we would all do well
to bear in mind as we make decisions on
what we do with our lives. Kolitha, our
staff worker-in Peradeniyva and who
oversees the fledgling work at Rajarata
and Uva-Wellassa reflects on the key
elements that make up a part of.our
Sunday  worship as a. community of
believers. Please pray for Kolitha as he
develops Sunday worship -at the
Peradeniya chaplaincy.

Page 13 has the GCF committeeinviting us
to "waste time with God" together in the
month of October. Given our husy
lifestyles, we should consider taking this

invitatioh serlously and intentionatly set

aparttime forrestand reflection.

We say goodbye to both Anushke and
Achini. Anushke has been with us for
lyear and 8 months and has overseen the
work at Moratuwa University in addition
to developing the focus web site and
helping out wherever he was needed. He
will be missed not only for his work with
the students but for his ready smile,
willingness to help out whenever and
wherever, great love for food and wise
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counsel [do the two go together I
wonder) and deep care and concern for
the students he interacted with. Achini
who has spent the last 6 months as staff
has enthused us with her enthusiasm
and commitment to prayer. She was the
staff worker who visited Sri |'pura
regularly and she will be missed there as
they find their feet as a fellowship
without her. We send them with a
commitment to pray for them as
Anushke pursues his post graduate
studies and Achini begins a new phaseof
her life with her (new!] husband in ﬂbu
Dhabi.

We have.to thank God for a team of
students and graduates who have
agread to betome the editﬂnal_hoard for
SCOPE from its next issue, We would like -
to see more of SCOPE being written in

Sinhala and Tamil- and -we would+--

weloome  contributions in all three
languages. We also have a real and
urgent need for rranslamrs Lanid
typesetters, and we: would gratefully
acceptoffers.of help inthisarea nl‘nead'

SCOPE as we know it Wl" not he hECIPE
without Divan'who comes alive whenmhe

=

has to putit all mgnther and greate the -

final product! Thanking not only Biyan,
but all the contributors 16 this issue of
SCOPE- ‘md with pra}reﬁ that 4t will.

become a publicatioff that will nurture .-

and challenge both our’ stu-:ieqt anrl\

graduate body... and one that ';'mwill an -
P

look forward to reg:ewmg b S
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Taking God Everywhere

By the time most of us get to university,
we've been completely brainwashed.
First our parents, then our teachers and
to some extent our friends play such a
huge role in determining what we
believe that by the time we're
undergraduates we don't know how to
differentiate our own thoughts from
those of others around us. So university,
they say, is going to undo all this
“teaching” and train us how to "think".
Once we leave with a rolled up piece of
paper that gives us yet another label
(that of "educated degree-holder”),
we're supposed to be the sole owners of
ourown minds. Sounds good so far.

But what really happens? As a student
of the humanities, all I can say is that
what you see is not what you get.
Typically, or ideally, a university will
teach you the accepted norms, and then
teach you to question it. So we learn
about racism and political anarchy,
language and hedgemony, sexism and
contradictory ideologies; we also learn
about the body and the mind, truth and
falsehood, God and man. Then we are
told: there is no right and wrong, you
make your own 'Soup a la Life’ and try
to impress us. So we undergraduates
who were so comfortable being
brainwashed are suddenly forced to
make choices we don't know whether
we even want to make. The freedom is
ours, butthe whole thingis really a trap.
Now | see you raising your eyebrows.
University is a period of freedom where
the mind-shackles are removed, where
you become adults, and you let your
soul become what you want it to be. But
think about this:

1. How many of us feel
comfortable holding on to the
traditional belief that there are
fundamental differences
between men and women?
How many of us feel
. comfortable saying that “I
fﬁi‘_@lipve my mother knows best
~ forme”?

3. How many of us feel
- comfortable saying that the
universe was created by an all-
powerful God, and then

admitting that we don't really
know how exactly?

4, How many of us are
comfortable saying that at the
end of the day there are
fundamental truths, and there
is one ultimate Truth?

| don't think there are many of us in
these groups. Even if there are, there
are even less of us that are comfortable
holding and asserting these opinions in
the classroom where the mantra is
feminism, post-modernism, post-
structuralism, agnosticism, sexual
liberalism, relativism and every other
“ism" anybody ever came up with. True
we have the freedom to choose what we
want; but we are also subtly told what
we should want.

Colossians 1:19-20 tells us that it
pleaseth the Father..by him to reconcile
all things to himself”; does this not
mean that these issues we face in the
classroom can be reconciled to God?
Then if through Christ all things are
reconciled to God, do we see the truth of
this statement in our classrooms at
university? If we don't, then what are
we doing about it? Whatare we doing to
gain the necessary knowledge and
Biblical understanding that allows usto
reconcile these apparently
irreconcilable issues of "modern
education”? Do we even care?

As Christian Students struggling to hold
our ground on a firm faith in God and
Christian precepts, in a world that is
constantly changing, life is full of
contradictions. But we need to start
facing these contradictions and
figuring them out for ourselves, just like
we do with everything else that we
come across in our studies. We need to
stop separating the classroom text from
the Bible and the Bible from the rest of
our lives. We need to start
incorporating Christian values into
what we discuss in classrooms, what
we write in our essays and what we say
in our exam answers. We need to start
being Christians every where we are.

Namali Premawardhana
University of Peradeniya
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Porn University

In this short book Michael Leahy
recounts his own experience of
using pornography, his marriage,
affair and divorce, his realization
that he was addicted to
pornography, and his recovery
through a wvariety of different
groups.

Spirituality of Narnia

Mahy people love the Narnia stories.
not all readers know the
ituality that underlies them.
the stories mirror Lewis’
ith his spiritual

F Subversive spirituality

In Subversive Spirituality Peterson has
gathered together a host of writings penned
over the past twenty-five years that reflect
on the overlooked facets of the spiritual life.
Comprising occasional pieces, short biblical
studies, poetry, pastoral readings, and
interviews, this work captures the
epiphanies of life with the pleasing pastoral
style and inspiring depth of insight for which Peterson is
well known

Becoming Human

In this work, originally broadcast on the
CBC Radio series Ideas, Jean Vanier shares
his profoundly human vision for creating a
cormmmon good that radically changes our
communities, our relationships and
ourselves.. "Our society shuns weakness
and glorifies strength. By embracing
weakness, however, we learn new ways of
living and discover greater compassion, trust and
understanding. This spirit of inclusion has extraordinary
implications for the way we live our lives and build our
communities.
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If you are not getting SCOPE

and

FOCUS mails to your

correct address or you know

of any GCFer who is not
getting mail from FOCUS,

please notify office on:

office@focus.lk or
Diyan@focus.lk or
FOCUS,

25A, Waidya Road,
Dehiwala.



CLIVE DOWERM

e Ifternational, Interpol Agent Louis

fand Manhattan Assistant District
tney Eleanor Whitman are determined to
'to Justice one of the world's most
I'banks. Uncovering illegal activities
g money laundering, arms troding,
destabilization of governments,
jer and Whitman's investigation takes
Berlin to Milan to New York and to
Ul Finding themselves in a high-stakes
ocross the globe, their relentless
nacity puts their own lives at risk as the bank
illstop at nothing - even murder - to continue
Sing terror and war - www.imdb.com

Bn the enforcers of Justice are unjust,
I8 everyone else are quite okay with what’s
Ag on, to whom does one turn to? "They

MADMI WATTE

TEINTERNATIONAL

control your money.
They control your
government. They
control your life. And
everybody pays", its the tag
line from IMDB. Somehow or
the other it sounds all too
familiar. Louis Salinger had to make
a choice. He would never be able to
defeat this evil power by staying within
the system because the system itself was
evil. In Sri Lanka this approach is shown in
films like 'One Shot' and 'Leader' and
presented as the best way to deal with
Corruption. But is it? Aren’t we fighting the evil
with evil itself? Does the end justify the means in the
progression to a better world ? We don't have the

answers but something which we can think about after watching

this.

Walking along the Galle road in
¥ | Mt. Lavinia the other day | came
upon the following statue. [t was
erected in 2004 in "appreciation
of the working class”. On closer
inspection we see that the name
of the person unveiling the
statue is written in larger font
than the persons to whom the
statue has been dedicated
to. How is it that the statue
called a ‘workers
monument’ has relegated
the working class to
second class status? |s this
an innocent typo or does it
reveal something deeper
ciety that we live in? Does society have an
s towards the rich and the powerful?

Y HOM, D.C. ARLYEWANDE NI

r that if you want to send your children
ar schools you need to have a sizable
available? Isn't it easier to get a bank

W that you have enough assets at
i it is to get a job these days if
onnections’ in addition to your

tohack you up. Yes, society is
it? Butare religions any
major religions in the
5 associated with a
king who ‘happens’
ias towards those

=

infinitely different.
es his stand with those

Sachindra

The Revealing Statue

most vulnerable in society i.e. the orphan, widow and
stranger. He purposely works with the 'nobodies’ in
society in order to debunk the theories of the
powerful and 'wise’ He enters into the world as a
vulnerable baby and identifies himself with all those
who were marginalized in his society. However his
influence doesn’t stop there. The sacrifice of Jesus on
the cross reveals how God tackles the root cause of
suffering and injustice in the world by taking upon
himself the problem of sin. Secular philosophers like
Karl Marx, who advocated the revolutionary
empowerment of the workers against those holding
power, fails inspite of their noble intentions precisely
because their solutions don’t deal with this root cause.
The resurrection of Jesus also stands as evidence that
the hope for justice and peace in the world is not
wishful thinking but something that will come to pass
when Christ returns to bring about God's rule.

In the light of this don’t we need to ask ourselves who
we take our stand with? Does our friends list show a
‘bias’ towards those who are weak and vulnerable?
Does our work involve empowering the poor and
marginalized or does it sustain or promote the status
quo? Does our lifestyle and attitudes embody the
message of identification with those less fortunate?
Are we able to discern the biases of the ideologies in
our generation? To believe in the God of the Bible and
to not have a radical counter cultural lifestyle is a
contradiction in terms. It reveals the worship of an
idol far removed from who God really is. The statue
was very illuminating wasn'tit?

http:/ /blogs. focus. |k /rumblingrambles /2009711 /09 /the-revealing-
statue/



A reflection on 2 Samuel 1 - Priyan Dias

| write this on the evening of the
victory celebrations on 18 June
2010, While relief that the war is
overis something almostall ofus
feel, l argue here that celebration
is the last thing that is called for
especially in the context of
building a unitary state in the
future. 1 bolster my argument
with a reflection on the
description of a post war event
recorded in the scriptures. I raise
three questions in this process. |
am sure that the scriptures of
other religions also express
similar sentiments.

The story recorded is set in the
aftermath of the death of Saul the
king of Israel at the hands of their
Philistine enemies around 1000
BC. The context is quite different
from today's post war Sri Lanka -
yet there are sufficient
similarities for lessons to be
learnt. Although Saul was the
king of Israel, he had proved
himself to be an unworthy one.
Among other things, instead of
defending the country against
foreign invaders, he was more
intent on trying to capture and
kill David, a former high ranking
army officer ofhis and indeed his
son in law, out of jealousy. David
was a man of war but honourable
to a fault (although perhaps on
occasion limited by the customs
of his times). For example, in the
skirmishes between them,
although David twice had
opportunity to kill Saul, he
refuses because he believes that
Saul is "the Lord's anointed
[king]". Now however Saul is
dead, at the hands of the
Philistines.

The story opens with an
Amalekite (another enemy of the
Israelites) bringing the dead
king's crown and armband to
David and falling at his feet to
pay obeisance to him (vs 2,10) -
people still do this in the 21st

century too! In fact, the man
claims to have killed Saul at his
request, to put the injured king
out of his misery (vs 6-10) -
although this is questionable
when looking at other parts of
the historical record (1 Sam
31:4-5). The Amalekite clearly
expects a reward from David in
exchange for his homage.

Responses by David:

3 David however is
outraged that this alien has
killed "the Lord's anointed”
(despite the fact that Saul
himself was trying to kill
David), and has the Amalekite
summarily executed (vs 14-
16) - rough justice as was the
practice in those days. The
question | raise is this; "Who
do we reward and punish at
the end of a war?” Rewarding
those who kowtow to the
victorious leader was not
David's style. Punishing those
who violate sacred principles
was.

2 Saul has made himself
David's enemy and had tried
to kill him many times. But,
David refers to the dead king
as "the Lord's anointed”. No
wonder he is described
elsewhere in the Bible as "a
man after God's own heart” (1
Sam 13:14). The second
question that arises then is
this: "By what name do we
call our enemies?" We have
many names by which to call
our enemies - terrorists,
traitors, tyrants. Sometimes
the names we give our
enemies are a reflection of our
own character traits (as in the

old analogy of 3 fingers

pointing at ourselves when we
point a finger at others). The
point is that no human being is
simple enough to be described

by a single label. We are multi-
dimensional beings. There is
much evil in the best of us; and
considerable good in the
worst of us. Derogatory name
calling becomes a habit and is
terribly divisive. During our
war almost all Tamils were
viewed with suspicion as
being “terrorists”. This was
supposed to be calling a spade
a spade. [t appears that we are
digging our own grave of
disunity with that spade. After
the war, even Sinhalese who
are not "with us” are called
"traitors”. Where will this end?

Finally David declares a
day of mourning a fasting for
the slain king, his son
Jonathan [David's closest
friend as it happened) and
also for the army (vs 12) -
even though Saul would
probably have been pursuing
David with that same army.
also writes a lament tg
recorded and taught
people [vs 17-18). 50
question is this: “At the e
a war do we rejoice
lament?” David's
the one I prél
commend



From the Camp chair...

[ first thank and praise God for the opportunity he gave
me to expose myself to other fellowships and was really
blessed with a wonderful committee which had a mixture
of everything in it. The mixture of languages, fellowships,
faculties and experience all count at the end of the day. |
thank and praise God again for his guidance through the
staff workers namely Yohan, Alan, Achini, Diyan and
aunty Savithri for their time and for being with us no

matter what. | personally felt an upliftment of the Spirit after the prayer

we had on Friday (28th), and the dorm talk we had with the guys really
pointed out that the spirit of the camp improved immensely after that.
Finally | would like to thank the secret committee who we couldn't see on
camp, but who did their work in time so that we could have this camp
namely Tiyani, Yashinthini, Shamanthi and Seshadri.

[twas a pleasure being camp chair, signing off for now.

Chrishantha

Dear God,

hank you for giving me the place | haven't chosen...
gre | feel the gentle breeze...
pre | can see the mountains and rivers...
re [ believe still the natural lives...
ere | have started to live with my friends...
ere | have tried to speak in Sinhala and English...
ere | could work together with people who are not familiar to me...
fhiere | have learnt people who speak in different languages too are my
brothers and sisters...
here 1 have found real friendships...
here | have experienced love...
re | had found fun and happiness...
ere | am not only learning engineering...
er, change our heart to understand that we can achieve nothing
through the violence, But anything through love...
0p us from dividing groups, But teach us to see the beauty of diversity...
Amen

V.U. Karthik
(Pera DC)

“RECONCILE 2010”

Reconnect — Resolve — Reunite

Sin enslaves us in many different ways.
The wrongs (thoughts, words and
deeds) that we do as well as the things
that we should have done but didn't,
leaves us with a sense of guilt,
alienation and shame. 5ins that are
committed against us also leave us
bitter and resentful. Giving up the right
to fight back and be revengeful is a
struggle for many of us. On the other
extreme we tend to retreat to a place of
helplessness and hopelessness.
"Reconcile 2010" sought to help each
participant to try and understand
themselves as they truly are and to
recognize and acknowledge the 'fault
lines' that are within each one of us.
The centrality of the cross, the hope of
the Kingdom and the continuing
counsel and power of the Holy Spirit
were acknowledged as supremely
sufficient to begin and continue the
process of healing unto wholeness in
our lives. We were also encouraged to
re-think the importance of community
in the whole process of creating an
awareness of our sin as well as
receiving healing and wholeness.

As we experience this healing in our
own lives we also came to realize that
God entrusts us with the message of

reconciliation in a divided world. We
came to recognize some of the root
causes of the ethnic and urban/rural
divides in our country. We saw how
these 'fault lines' manifest themselves
inour conversations, in whatwe learnin
our textbooks, in social and political
structures and in other day to day
experiences. We also came to recognize
the part that we play in creating and
perpetuating conflicts. As we share the
good news of Jesus in this context we
need to also expose the hypocrisies of
our age, tostand inthe gap, to be avoice
to the voiceless, to love the unloved and
the unlovable and to become counter
cultural communities wherever God has
placed us. We identified some of the
internal and external barriers that we
faced in being true witnesses of Christ
and His Kingdom. The creative session
also helped us to understand the
abilities that God has given each one of
us and to envision how we can use these
talents to bring about reconciliation in
all areas of life.

The university environment provides us
with an ideal sphere in which to model
to the rest of the country what true
reconciliation looks like. May Christ find
us faithful when He returns in glory.

From the NSE chair...

First of all | thank and Praise God for giving us
"Reconcile” FOCUS National Camp 2010 and blessing
it with his wonderful blessings.

From the word "G0", God was guiding us and leading
us through different paths in the organizing matters
of the camp. Personally it was a very good learning
experience for me. [thelped me to learn that we have to depend on God
for everything patiently, and God will provide everything at the correct
time if we trust in him and pray. 1 thank God for that learning
experience God provided.

()

—

The theme “"Reconcile” challenged me as well. It helped me to learn
some new things in the camp like the importance of the reconciliation
with God and man under the sub topics Reconnect, Resolve and
Reunite.

Around 35 students participated in this National camp from
University of Colombo, University of Moratuwa, University of
Peradeniya, University of Jaffna, Eastern University and University of
Uva Wellassa. The number of students participated in the camp was
way below than our expectation we had when we started planning the
camp. Also in the first few days students didn't mix with other
students from different fellowships. Both factors made us worry. But
later in the camp all made friendships with each other and all those
who participated learnt a lot. Texts, emails and phone calls [ got after
the camp encouraged me because God has worked in the camp and
created passion for some to do his ministry in their respective
Universities. | thank God for this experience and new friendships I got
through this camp.

[ thank G5 of FOCUS, all the staff of FOCUS and the camp committee for
making this National Camp 2010 a success by giving all their full
support.

P. 5. Romesh
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Work & Worship

W haeever yoal o, o (5 hrary e
Aot Lol wanall v 0 men™

The notion that some people
devote their lives to do sacred work
for God while others do secular
work is anancient one. From Indian
Philosophers in 1000 BC to
Confucius and Greek philosophers
in the 6" century BC the thinking
that religion and faith have no role
in day to day living has been ever
popular. Monasteries and churches
were the places where work
pleasing to God was done. Tending
the garden, cocking and being a
trader were considered secular! In
today's context, we have part-time
orvolunteer workers as opposed to
“full-time"” workers in the Church
thereby promoting the idea that
work that pleases God is
“religious” work.

Many Christians today would
subscribe to the above idea. Work
is seen as worldly and God's
punishment on humanity. Hence,
work is experience as drudgery -

Adapted from

Dr Noel Somasundaram's

booklet on a

on stewardship
at workplaces

meaningless labor that is
a necessary evil. This
creates two worlds for
the Christian: The
secular (taken from the
Latin word soecularis
which mean worldly) and
the sacred. So engaging
in work that creates or
increases wealth; that
creates art or nurtures
others becomes
"secular” and praying;
witnessing and worshiping is
“sacred” and thereby God
honoring.

The paradox for us Christians is that
we spend a large measure of our
time, talent and energy in activities
that we categorize as activities in
which God has no interest in As we
listen to the prayers prayed and the
sermons preached in our local
churches, can we say that the
Church fully understands “work” as
a response and responsibility of a
Christian? Does your church pray
for and train you to be disciples &
witnesses in what makes up a
major part of your life as teachers,
nurses, doctors, factory workers,
bankers, home makers, politicians
and laborers? - The answer seems
tobe aresounding “No!”

.

In “Work & Worship” Noel'asks of

us some questions and seeks to

Christian world view

answer them, inviting
students and graduates
anyone else who may be
it!) to explore afresh
perspective onwork .

How relevant is Christian
has no concern with 90% o
life?
Which part of my life will hawi
the biggest impact in the
Kingdom of God?

In the next few issues of SCOPE
will summarize this booklet for
sothat we can begin taking the
steps in understanding "wor
the light of our “faith”. We will
at God as Creator and His intén
role for humanity, the effecte
on 'our intended role' ar
hope we have through th
death & resurrection of
in the light of “a new heave
new earth” And as Nog
in his introduction SJUs
saints of the past We
guestions prayerfully
presence of Gg
from His reye



short write up on what we have been
0 do

the young graduates in Colombo try to meet
onth to support each other through

hip, bible study, prayer and discussion. There
und 10 graduates who participate regularly
eeting which have been held so far at the

5 of Suren & Dinesha and Yohan & Radhika.

oh building support for the FOCUS Ministry is
e main purpose of the group, this will be a
byproduct of our fellowship. There is also

tial for us to engage a wider forum of younger
uates through this group. We encourage all

g graduates to make effort to stay connected
each other, where ever they may be!

& GCF committee proposes to revive the GCF
posia. These Symposia are devoted to the
ussion of topical items, from a Christian world

, by members of GCF and other eminent

istian leaders. The Symposia are also open to
bers of churches, and is considered a means by
h GCF can serve the wider church. Suggestions
ppics that would be of interest for you and your
hes are welcome. Some of the forthcoming

§ include:

yristian Involvement in the Political life of the
puntry
tion Building: a Christian Perspective.

continuing to meet once a
ip and discussion on important
discuss our civic responsihilities
168: Those in and around

r week for prayer and

CFNews

encourage the fellowship. We would appreciate if
someone who has the heart for this could help in this
process.

Kandy:

There is no formal regional group of GCF in Kandy,
but Kandy graduates are involved in the ministry of
FOCUS, through prayer, teaching Poya day
programmes, and preaching monthly at the
University Chaplaincy and supporting Kolitha in his
joint ministry at the chaplaincy and as FOCUS staff
worker. Recently, 4 graduates (including 2 younger
graduates) visited the FOCUS National Camp at
Kurunegala.

Jaffna:

Sahayan who has recently started working in Jaffna
will work towards starting regular meetings of
graduates. Please remember Noel Hoole
(Vaddukodai Technical Institute) and Punitha Hoole
(Engineer RDA Jaffna), Dushyanthi (Principal,
Chundikuli Girls College], Ms § Nesakumar & Rajini
[Vice Principals, Chundikuli Girls College),
Damayanthi and Ms Hariharan (Teachers, Chundikuli
Girls College), Dr Abhimin [(Senior Lecturer in the
department of Physics- he also is the Senior
Treasurer of the Student Christian

Fellowship /University of Jaffna), Dr Alfred ( at Gyne
and Obs Unit, TH Jaffna).

1. Teachers Group:

An initial meeting of 4 teachers (Darshini
Nanayakkara, Nirmala Cooray, Nelum Perera,
Gerard Peter) was held on June 24" They
have planned a larger meeting with 11 other
GCF teachers for the 9" of August, at the
beginning of the school holidays.

The group expects to support and encourage
each other, talk about the objective of
teaching and hence the challenges for
Christian teachers in today's context and
raise [a few) issues faced by Christian
teachers. They also would like to think about
encouraging regional groups.

2. Medical Group:

A group of doctors has started meeting early this
year to think about their own role in the
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medical profession and to discu
towards the establishment of the
God in the health fields. Both Healtk -
Christian Fellowship and GCF are working
towards this goal
3. Democracy and Governance Group
Dinesha and Sinha have started working toward
a group of graduates who will meef
discuss and work towards democragy
good governance.

4. Jude Fernando is keen that GCF should ge
involved in research on topics relatingte
history, culture and economy of the oun
from a Christian point of view: such a§
providing critical analysis of various
versions of the national history. If youa
keen he is contactable on
JFernando@clarku.edu

We encourage you to start thinking about such
groups in your field or calling. If you are intereste
in joining any of these groups or have a dream tg
start a new one you could contact: Savithri, Noel i
Suhithi

We are looking for a staff worker on (full-time of
part-time staffbasis) who would help with
organizing GCF events, publications, keeping traek
of and assisting professional and regional groups;
including providing teaching where necessary,
liasing with churches and Christian organizations,
especially to facilitate the use of expertise availab
and linking with the FOCUS student ministrjfane
facilitating graduands and young graduateg e
participate in GCF activities, stimulate prayer
support for GCE

If you think you are a person who could
recommend that you speak to Savithe
Suhithi

The compilation of ay
the existence of FOCUS
2007 and articles
The editing of the ve
be ready within a few



Fellowship News

ere are about thirty students in our fellowship
jow. But only half of them attend the meetings
egularly. We gather for our regular meeting
hrice in a week. We gather for bible study at 4pm
o 5pm on Tuesday and the other meeting takes
palace at 4pm to 5.30pm on Thursdays. We are
studying the book of Hebrews in our bible study.
Apart from both these meeting we have a
separate meeting at4.30pm to 5.30pm atfine arts
(Maruthanamadam) on Mondays. We have an
informal gathering & discussing scriptures in
English at 4pm to 5pm on Saturdays. However, we
didn't have this meeting regularly in June because
of the semester exams & busy schedule of the
students during the weekends.

Seven students from JUSCF participated in the
FOCUS national camp in May. This camp was their
first national camp. All of them were blessed by
this camp. We celebrated a student's birthday
party at Calvary church (the nearest church ofthe
University) as an evangelistic program on the 1st
of June. About sixty students came for this party
heard the gospel too. As a social outreach one
student from our fellowship has decided to give a
free English class in a hostel for six months. There
are some orphans & many poor children residing
in this hostel.

We had planned to hold a camp in Jaffna in June
(24th to 27th) but unfortunately we had to give
up this plan, because the semester exams took
place early. But as decided Sumanthiran Anna,
Moel Anna & Gnani Acca came to Jaffnain June. We
had some informal student and graduate
eetings with them. We thank God for these
eople who came to Jaffna & encouraged us in
rious ways. We thank God for the opening of a
& door in Fine arts. We thank God for the
psity of FOCUS. It provides monthly help to
tdents who came from IDSL camps.

i fellowship which should mature in
plan. Pray also for every student’s
r staff worker, committee and

for giving us
' ti_;r-jn the

Since we will be having our exams starting from
end of June we are on study leave. All the
members are busy so we will be meeting after
exams to continue our study. We have been
meeting on Tuesdays with Achini akki and
studying the book of Mark. This has been a new
and interesting way of studying the bible.

We had our core meeting where we discussed
about the importance of the core group and made
alist of tasks to be carried out.

Prayer points

* Pray that will be able to find new contacts
specially from the new batch that is going to
startin August

¢ That we will be able to continue the bible
study at least once a week in middle of all the
time clashes.

* Pray for the core group and the decisions
taken regarding God's ministry in our
university. That God will guide each member
inbuilding and guiding the fellowship

We will also like to thank Achini akki for all the
help she had given us and her commitment to
our fellowship.

Uva Wellassa & Rajarata

+ Thank God, for first time one student
(Shan) from Uva Wellassa participated for
lastnational camp.

+ There is a group of students in Uva

Wellassa. But they do not meet regularly.
Pray they will meet and study the word of
Godasagroup.

4 Normally a staff worker visits them once a
month in a church premise at Badulla town
because out siders are not allowed to go to
the University.

4 Pray for Rubavathanan, a GCFer who
works in Uva Wellassa as an academic staff
member.

+  Till end of July students having exams. After
that they will be having one month break.
Pray that staff will able to minister to them
through correspondence during the break.

4 In Rajarata we have 3 contacts (Shalani,
Shalini, Subash). Pray for them & ask
guidance for the staffer who works with
them. Initially we plan to visit them once a
month.



Kelaniya

Since there were clashes in the University the
students were unable to meet. The two new
students returned to their homes and therefore it
was impossible to meet outside University.
However, the new students always keep in touch
with the seniors and we are thankful that they
take the initiative in wanting to meet up. Since
University has re-opened we will be meeting up
from July.

PeraDC

+ Thank God for the national camp & the group
of students who able to participate from Pera
DC. Pray for their growth & their personal
commitments to what God has taught them
fromthe sessions ofthe camp.

¢+ New batches are coming to the University.
Pray for new contacts.

+  Weare planning to have a camp for final years
in coming month & a regional camp in
September. Pray for all the planning we have
to do & other needs for those two events.

+ Thank God for new meetings we have started
in Arts faculty during the lunch time. Pray for
Namali & Shehan who conduct those
meetings. Pray for our Wednesday bible
study where we meet at Science faculty
COMMon room.

¢ Pray for the University administration as
they plann to have a simultaneous time tables
for all seven faculties. It will be really helpful
forall our work.

Moratuwa

Due to reasons like vacations & closure of
faculties, past few months for the SCFUM didn't
have any major events other than the NSE
national camp. Talking of the camp, although the
participation for the camp was low every
member helped to raise funds for the camp. It
also in a way raised the awareness on the
Christian fellowship and FOCUS within our
friend circles in the university.

As Moratuwa University's Engineering faculty &
NDT faculty was closed for 2 weeks due to
clashes, we had to find ways to communicate
between the members. So we started a google
group with a mailing list. It's also helpful to
members who are currently in their training
period. It will also be used as a discussion forum

for the members to express themselves. Bu
will always encourage members to med
other in personal level as we think it will
build true 'fellowship’ among members.

We had our core group meeting at the Fi
office to make plans for the coming months. §
of the main points were - to have small groups
encouraging each other to study Bible, con
monthly bible studies by members, have mon
praise and worship sessions.

Closure ofthe university also made us to think
discuss the true reasons for the clash, We h
discussions with focus staff where we shared ot
own views as well as the majority's view, it was
decided that we should get both sides of the story
and further discuss. We are praying and wi
continue to try contacting one of our fello
studentat NDT as we have lost contact with him

God has answered our prayers for the discussion
program, so we could confirm the first 'Lecturer
staff - Student joint discussion’ to be held in July
8th Thursday. We are thankful to Prof. Priyan for
taking the responsibility of conducting the first
session. First session of the monthly program will
be on 'Work'. We will also be discussing on how to
improve these 'Joint Discussion Programs’. As the
fellowship we are very thankful to all the lecturers
who are willing to give their time by attending the
program, even with very busy schedules they
have. We also contacted a Christian staff member
in the university; she was interested about the
fellowship and asked to let her know if we're
planning any special programs.

New batch intake of UoM will start on 29th June,§
we are preparing for the introduction sessig
ahead. First day we are planning to have a pui
with new Christian students. Most probah
will join with Catholic Student society fi
program. We will also try to get a ti
introduction sessions for university's
and clubs. We are hoping to get new con
these.

Sowe would like to pray for thed
¢ God'sguidance forall
so that they will be
other. :
¢  Pray that w



quarter of the year wasn't very eventful

as the management faculty was closed
vacation and we couldn't meet regularly,
are happy to say, that some new members
ending the meetings especially after the
onial Camp which was held on the last week of
e continue to meet on Thursdays atnoonat
tience faculty. We had our core meeting on
9th of June, and decided to make some
ges, considering the attendance and
itment of the students which we will be
goutin the coming quarter of the year.

National Camp was a very successful one for
hough a low number only attended due to
ams, everyone contributed towards the
nning of camp especially with the fund raiser
pject. The freshers will be coming into the
iversity very soon, so we discussed on how we

~ could tell them about UCCF and FOCUS and make

them apart of the ministry in Universities.

We all need your prayers to have a Christ-
centered, student-committed fellowship in the
University of Colombo.

Batticaloa

Fellowship has been meeting on Wednesdays at
10.30 for fellowship time with the lecturers. Only
prayer is done in the fellowship meeting. No bible
studies are done because of the lack of interest in
students for the bible studies. Please pray for this
fellowship meeting time so that many students
will come for this fellowship time regularly and
they will have interest to study the Word.

We are planning to have a camp for Eastern
University students. Please pray for the
preparation ofthe camp.
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