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Why do we love the familiar?

It's been quite a while since | picked up any poetry to
enjoy and reflect on. Some of us in our eagerness to 'strike
out' and claim ground for God, rush in without thinking.
Others wait ever so patiently 'resting' in the Lord doing
nothing until some event to get active. Yet others who are well
on their way wonder whether they are lost and alone.

Ever so recently | came upon a poem by Robert Frost
titled 'The Road not taken'. | was really searching for the
words for Tolkien's poem 'The Road goes ever on' found in
Lord of The Rings. With many clichés on how we are to partake
in God's work based on scripture verses, | found Frost's work
communicating to me more completely of what we should
really be doing.

TWO roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Being a Christian is a tough job. We never seem to be
able to 'get out of the woods'. And right now it's a 'jungle out
there'. Often | have heard Psalm 37:7 being used to tell about
patience and resting doing nothing. However the main thrust
of that passage is about doing good rather than nothing,
while not being discouraged by the work of evil. The
directive has already been set, and we have been on the road
with God for many days. But also God has prepared the road,
this is where | found the poetry flowing and inspiring. Many
roads are found in the world, some are more trodden than
others, each has its own scenery and discoveries, but all
prepared by God. We are on the road, but which do we take?
The well-worn road or the un-trodden road? Or are we going
to nap at the cross road, not wanting to choose?

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, | kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if | should ever come back.

In our Christian walk, what are the choices we often
have to make? We talk much about ministry and mission.
Some more fashionably Christian than others, the over-seas

The Road

Less Travelled

missionary in the jungles vs. the preacher vs. the home maker
vs. so many choices! And we then split these choices quite
easily into the spiritual and secular. Knowing where and how
some ways lead us more than others, we stick to the well-
trodden road, and going down the familiar roads we fail to see
unique scenery.

The modern mantra for everyday life is all about
purpose. You will find books helping you find your purpose, or
setting goals to achieve purpose, or engaging life with positive
energy to achieve some purpose. Well it seems that the idea
of purpose is right, but examining our own purpose as
Christians can be quite the eye opener. We want to be good
Christians, and therefore we make it our purpose to do
'religious’ things. So we get a job with the purpose of making
money to be able to do what is defined as religious. We
engage in our churches so that we are known to be religious,
and this means we can quite easily say “I have done my part,
therestis not upto me”.

But wait, do we really know what being Christian
means or was Nietzsche right when he said “The last Christian
died on the cross”? Our purpose is found in the first mandate
atcreation itself. It was a mandate relating to the entire world.
A mandate which has been extended, written more explicitly,
shown through example over and over again by Gods acts in
history. And it definitely is not a simple “be involved in the
church” where we by being in church allow the church to act
as our proxy in completing the mandate. It is for the Christian
to fulfill the mandate as the Church. Being a Christian means
to be a disciple of Christ, this means to be a mini-Christ. This
means that as Christ has Gods eyes, so must we. We must see
the needful, and we must act on the needful. This means
more than taking the path always taken seeing what everyone
else has already seen. This means taking any of the paths God
has set before us, and if you are at the cross-road to take the
road least taken.

The roads in life are many, whether it is lifestyle,
choice, decision or how you would carry out your decision.
We have become accustomed to taking such decisions by
tradition and routine, and often the roads that God has placed



in front of us are overlooked. Which is why we must
continually question ourselves as to whether the best course
of action is to take the known road, or whether the road not
taken, and regardless of which road how we travel along on
this road.

Some of these least taken roads which are quite
apparent to us today in each of our lives would be in our entry
to university, in our fellowship and what we choose to do on
graduation. How do we choose the un-familiar over the
familiar?

What happens when we enter into university? Some
of us are used to being on the Christian road, with active
engagement in our church youth groups, worship teams and
other groups. Having entered the university, and slowly but
surely getting involved in the university and its often 'secular
and unfamiliar path, you may have come into contact with a
Christian fellowship on campus, and because they are
different avoid being involved. Or you decide that activities in
the fellowship should be more like what you are used to in
church, and begin shunning all uncomfortable questions and
activities. But is this the path that we should be taking, or
should you be taking the path least taken? This is probably
one of the areas FOCUS explores in asking each student who
enters university to be a missionary among their peers. To
take a short time away from their churches to be involved in
the university ministry for 4 years may therefore be the path
least taken.

Are you already in fellowship at a university? Then
the challenge of the road is to discover! Being Christian we
often think that to be such means doing in rote the same that
we would find in our churches. In a path not taken you will find
familiar trees and flowers as well as the unfamiliar. All of
which are put by God. As such, in university you will come
across people who will oppose you, who will ask you
questions you have never come across about your faith,
events taking place much larger than you which you never had
to face at church. Events that your ideas of safety will say not
to get involved in. The challenge is to accept the unfamiliar
and discover.

Have you graduated or are you about to graduate?
Then the task before you seems particularly easy, as your
options seem pre-determined. Those around you would say
that you are destined to be a productive citizen contributing
normally to society, often with regular attendance at church
and giving your contribution to some worthy cause. You will
be expected to do a job which will be to a standard set by your
peers. But the challenge of taking the un-trodden road is to

engage your church and more importantly your work in a
unique way; unique not for the sake of uniqueness but rather
by holding your work to the standard of the Kingdom of God.
This might mean working in a corrupt workplace with low pay
where you will have to be the light. For you to engage in your
work place with the sense that nothing is wrong will be un-
biblical and contrary to the gospel. Contrary by failing to hold
up everything you do to the 'benchmark’ of the Kingdom. This
is a distinctive in FOCUS that we try to communicate to those
who graduate, that your life and in extension the work you do
is ministry, thereby not limiting 'ministry' to church only.
Engaging the world around you with your entire life is
discipleship and is one way of taking the unfamiliar path.
The challenge will be to discover the often overlooked, and
to question the norm.

Taking the path least taken can be rewarding, and it
will be an experience you will remember. Some of us may
already be taking that path, and | ask that you share your story
not so that others will do the same and take the same path but
that they will be encouraged to take their own paths and
discover new things and re-discover the old and forgotten.

Ishall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |—
I took the one less traveled by,
Andthat has made all the difference.

Anushke Guneratne



@ @ BA%® B»Bw O3 B8O ol c@emdd REeO
8O0 § eens.

@05 g8 OBl ©208m0 ec8wsionsiedd ey 9
2¢20 6068, @7 ©wPHoE BB om0 &S0z
Onsied ne O8ICE Ao 8Os’ ® BdDvs Juonl®m
O pos. 0 ©ODelrn »O ¥eemEI 03 o B
@8 80 B38eImd 838.

O & 60O emedidd od ‘®ds emmes ¥® T »HO
2008 eOm @ed 8m 6w Bw. ecId ®F ¢ 853k 8
6EBesled 08 § ‘¢ 663D eoded ©O& B3 wm OO
2968c8 Doy, 283 e300 HGedS. ecd ezt O 3em® §
e¢SusiOwsietded Oz ® gn edewd ¢ybst ©9c
OB¥emng. 660230 cd B BE B8 B»E Grn of Oos
035 ocBx ®0 Bx¥ReDemw O D OO 30w ®RS.

TWO roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;
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Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, | kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if | should ever come back.
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I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |—
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.
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TWO roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;
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Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, | kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if | should ever come back.
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I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |—
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Anushke
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