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Thank you GCF Camp committee for a reflective, thought & change provoking

and relaxed weekend where we had plenty of opportunities to talk to each '

other about the issues we face every day and consider new ways of thinking

about being a disciple of Jesus. It was at this weekend, while talking to a '

graduate that she mentioned how “SCOPE” the name of this publication came

about! r

The vision of SCOPE is to look at the small things of life through the lens of

the Christian faith & discipleship and in the context of the larger framework V[]l[:ES FH[]M WA ]3 ]ﬁ
and vision of God’s being and work in His creation. The idea of looking not

through a looking glass but a Microscope and the Telescope! SCOPE was also A F[]HETASTE []F HEAVEN 14
the place where students were to have the “scope” to explore their gift of

communicating through the written word and art and so “SCOPE” came to be
| was told :)

This issue of SCOPE attempts to do just this in terms of the student ministry! |MAG|N|NG THE EHUHEH ]8_19

We place before you what FOCUS, Sri Lanka has been doing over the last
year and so we invite you to read prayerfully and carefully the FOCUS AGM
reports that were read and discussed at the AGM held in end August. We ) . .
have also brought to you a snapshot of our experiences at World Assembly, BHOFULIGUTL . 2[]_21
held in Krakow, Poland during early August this year. The world assembly is HEoNEFF HPsi Lksafiiy

a gathering of similar student movements affiliated to an organization called
the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students with whom we spent a
week reviewing our ministries; hearing from and learning from one another in
similar and very different contexts and being challenged to take our ministries

forward. Please listen to something that we heard taught at World Assembly [

which will also introduce you to the wider work of God amongst students all
FELLOWSHP NEWS ~ 26-28

over the world... (http://www.ifesworld.org/media/audio/wa2011-aen-mark-vinoth)




National Students Executive Committee: Chairperson’s Report

For Year 2010/2011
By Buddhika Hapuwatte.

First of all on behalf of NSE | would like to
be thankful to our Lord for this wonderful
year we had. Though time feels like it’s
flying God’s presence throughout the year
was more prominent than ever. Especially
as the NSE we had the assurance that God
will be always guiding
us through each &
every challenge. So we
hope this AGM will be
a time of worship to all
the blessings we had
from Him.

Supporting Each Other

As the NSE we thought

Exploring the impact of advertisements
on our daily living” which was held at
Kithu Sewana.

With the closure of universities, there
were some programs held at FOCUS
office to help students use this time
effectively. There was a program for the
Jaffna students at FOCUS office for a
week to study
the book ‘Thy
Kingdom Come’
by Dr. Vinoth
Ramachandra.
During this time
Colombo region
fellowships
were able to
provide them
with  breakfast

one of our main focuses

was to link between fellowships. We
tried hard even though with challenges,
especially communicating and keeping
constant touch with fellowships outside
the Colombo region. National Conference
2011 which was held in Jaffna was a step
that we took in faith that our Father in
heaven is in control of everything we do.

We are very happy to inform that two
new fellowships has been initiated in
Ragama Medical Faculty & NIBM. We are
alsoin the process of reviving the Kelaniya
University fellowship after an absence of
about a year. Couple of students in the
University of Rajarata too seems to be in
a position to initiate a fellowship.

All fellowships are
trying to develop
personal  growth
of individual
members
by different
activities, NSE
too is supporting
this especially
with steps such
as encouraging
students to read

and also had
an evening outing together which gave
an opportunity to bond with each other.
There was also a study series on weekday
evenings within this time on topics like:
Jesus & our Faultiness, Jesus & Truth
Telling, Jesus & the Marginalized, Jesus
the Questioner.

Reimagine-Rethink-Relive:National
Students’ Conference 2011

As mentioned above this year the national
level student gathering was held in
Panditharippu, Jaffna on April 9th — 12th.
Though it was challenging to organize such
an event in Jaffna while most of the NSE
& the Conference committee students
were based in the Colombo region, we’re
thankful to God’s
grace, the helpful
FOCUS staff and
the very energetic
Jaffna fellowship
students who
helped to make
this one of the
most memorable
experiences.
The Conference
committee

Christian literature.

Poya day & Other Special Programs
Programs and sessions which gather
students take a major role in identifying
and understanding ourselves whether we
live on true Christian values. During the
past months FOCUS was able to continue
Poya day programs on topics such as
Relationships, Sharing Jesus, etc. with
a very good level of participation from
students. It’s very encouraging to see the
growing number of students in the Poya
day programs.

Students also joined for a program on the
topic of ‘On Earth as it is in Advertising-

headed by Chrishanthan was able to take
up most of the responsibilities making
this a truly students’ conference. As the
NSE we are thankful wholeheartedly
to the Conference committee & all the
Jaffna students.

The NSE AGM for 2011 was also held
in the National Conference itself
allowing larger representation from
all fellowships to join us. New NSE
representatives elected are as follows:

e EUSCF- Vasanthan, Jegatheeswaran
¢ J’pura- Sanka, Deeksha

¢ JUSCF- Thujeevan, Kumarasingh

e Pera DC- Namali, Sudarshan
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e SCFUM- Janith, Lakshitha
e UCCF- Tiyani, Dilanka, Chrishanthan

IFES World Assembly 2011

| had the privilege of attending the IFES
World Assembly 2011 in Poland from 21st
July to 3rd August, along with 3 other
delegates from FOCUS. This was truly a
great experience to see God’s blessings at
work all over the world.

As a student leader | was very impressed
& encouraged by the stories | heard from
student groups | met at World Assembly.
For example in the Ethiopian movement
where more than 33000 students are
involved, there are only about 30 fulltime
staff at work. In the Nigerian movement
it’s very impressive to see the students’
ownership of the university ministry.

Encouraging Student Initiatives

Within the past period we were able
to take steps to encourage students’
initiatives which we hope will help the
students to feel
the ownership
of University
ministry. We
had a meeting
of each
fellowship’s core
members to see
what initiatives QU
students  can ;
take in their
universities and
come up with
short and long
term plans.

Students were also given the responsibility
of coordinating some of the programs
like the discussion we had on ‘Pursuing
Multiple Qualifications’” & Poya day
programs.

One of the main issues the Sri Lankan
university community faced during
the past couple of months was the
government’s introduction of training
sessions for new university entrants. As
the NSE we discussed the pros & cons,
how it will affect the current system and
wrote a letter to the Higher Education
Ministry regarding the issue.

Students have also taken the initiative
to organize an introduction session on
FOCUS &
University
ministry for
students
who  have
done A/L

Cont. pg 11...




Graduates Christian

Fellowship: An

Introduction

GCF is the fellowship for Graduates
consisting mainly of those who have
come through the FOCUS ministry. As a
body it functions under the organizational
umbrella of FOCUS, similar to student
fellowships.

Thoughts of the founders

GCF was formed to encourage Christian
graduates to put into practice what they
learnt during their student days. It aims to

e Develop an integrated biblical
worldview among graduates and
professionals in order to relate faith
to their work and to contemporary

issues

e  Mobilize graduates to respond to
contemporary  issues, missions,
society and the church

e Provide mutual support and

fellowship for Christian graduates.

e Encourage the work of FOCUS
through financial support, prayer and
building relationships

e (Create a unique identity for GCF at
the National and International Level

Current situation

e GCFis an ever expanding group with:

e Graduates who try to lead a life
(both locally and abroad) reflecting
Kingdom values

e  Professional groups

e  Members throughout Sri Lanka and
abroad that remains committed to its
objectives

e Has a large membership that has
grown over the years

e We have leaders who are making a
national contribution

e We also are a mixture of generations

-~y - s, —

What we want to be

e Some of the priority areas that as a
committee we want to see happening
are the following.

e  Professional groups

e

e Engaging in national issues

e Service to the wider church

e Pastoral care

e Support for the student ministry

Where we got this year
Here is a short summary of the GCF, the 4
main activities:

1. GCF Camp

GCF camp is our most popular activity. In
October 2010 we organized the annual
GCF camp, with the theme “Wasting Time
with God”. About 75 participated in this.
It was a time of learning, sharing and
wasting time with God.

This year too the camp will be at the same
venue Chintana Centre, Nainamadama
and will be held from 7-10 October.

The theme of the camp will be “The
Ultimate for Today”. Please register, the
brochures are available.

2. Engaging younger graduates
This has been an area, on which we have
had much discussion. An informal survey
was conducted among some of the recent
graduates
too. But
no major
initiatives
have been
taken
yet. But it
remains a
priority for
the coming
\ R year.
CF Camp 2010,
y -

3. Symposia and Special Programs:

The next Symposium will be held on
September 3rd. It will be a discussion on
the UN Panel of Expert’s report on Sri

Lanka.

GCF AGM 2010

4. Regional groups

Jaffna groups are contacted via the visits
of our graduates who volunteer to go to
Jaffna. Caroline, Noel and Gnani, Sathy
and Rushira have already visited Jaffna
this year. We will also have Solomon and
Deepa, Xavier visiting Jaffna during the
latter half of the year.

Where we go next

Priorities: GCF Staff Worker

Considering the activities of the GCF, we
thought it may be time to have a staff
worker who can assist with GCF actives.
Therefore, we are looking for a staff
worker on a full-time or part-time basis,
who would help with organizing GCF
events, publications, keeping track of
and assisting professional and regional
groups, including providing teaching
where necessary, liaising with churches
and Christian organizations, especially to
facilitate the use of expertise available,
and linking with the FOCUS student
ministry and facilitating graduands and
young graduates to participate in GCF
activities, and stimulate prayer support
for GCF.

Our Priorities for the following year:

e Developing Professional groups

e Impacting the Church

e SOCS on Christian involvement in
Society

e Developing ‘young’ leadership

e Developing regional groups

| like to take this opportunity to encourage
those of you who share in the above
vision and are willing to devote time and
effort to offer to serve on GCF committee
for the coming year, and even if not to be
involved in whatever way possible.



General Secretary’s Report:

QurglF QFweorenT Sipflbens -2011

LoTemOTeNT  2emPUID 61638 eUEmFWINBUNG6D &L hg  6U(HL &Hd5enent
FHUIiUTTESa|D, HBOFUIS ML HTONFOF6OMID 6THIH660 2aTifluidd)enet
wHIIG Cauwiwend, wBEBID CHeust ebem GUITBIEHLWITUT ePBL S
Sialflell 2 ememhHINIHH e  OBTERIL THWLIQUITEAID  @hdH  LOTEN6D
Gousmenuiled BID SiMEMEUMBLD QBT FnlguilHSHSEBTD. LHHID SisLeVHI
eIl BB L SHilomen LomewreuT Lswiulenss erogmilghssd steiims FOCUS
et HIYCHTHSem6n BT HL_hdh aUHL GH&HE6v LsITLITTENEN 6 U185 [HE 5 @6
QUeTITEF S B61T, eTemIeNBMS DlQLILIHLUTEVID OBBID BTD CBTENRTY[HHELD
FHSTULBIBDET  eNeDHBBET 2 _6T6NHTH  LILGTLIGES  LOTEmIeTHENhDHE
sBLHH  2asGalbs  CausmulBhHbHEH.  LIEOHENE0EHHLDHMRIHEN 6D
HEMEUMIDHEHIOND  OTETITHMTE  UPBIGLLGABS. UL L SHTilsee
FOUTG  omewelT  2amfluihbdibE UkiselllF  QFllasHTes  DmSIBEI.
ollogyl  eamfluitedeien  Usnllwns  QeommasulBen  LI60EHm6e0E HLDSHMISHEN 6D
Cxpouett IIDLHH Bauemevenul COHTLTHESI Bl HEHIOIHBHTERN GU6THIBENETULD
FHBEMLOBHEMENMUILD  HEWILPHUBHTH  DHEWLOS B!

LDT630T 6T & 61T

“WHssHammed QUBCBTmNT WwHXID efhamen Ghs alGaulGsv
SRAUIBHHEGID  FBIeIioEnoaTe  WTPHLTEISSe BLoHSI L “CAMP
SHINE” etei3  dmieuit  umgenpuisd  WIMD  LISOSMEVSHSHIDS  Hfleroge
LoTenTEUT eR&AWLGSHeT SHTOMS (W6l aubHl FpleuToemen EIPeHHEHTH
SITEEDSHE BB eBUSSMmeUD  aIpks  @hS  LTFmmpemil
Baflemowimenr  Hlensmeurs  rBBleT. @sBeErs FOCUS  BipieusrssHng
Beiy)” 616iB @ eleichFd BHmeN @UEIEG LUBSHHW HouBuleymed
STeNd & DIILILIILLL &I. Brer BLoLECper sumas dlpeno el GbTadulsd
BeOL GQUBID QeTOenT(H HBHWelaVd GeUTH6T H6vbEHI CBHTETAISHBE SHLOENLD
SITLILIENT G BIGTEEIT.

Cugmsemen W& LIGHMS
Caiitha e LOMemIENEH, &) Fi6UT S &35 MeNd>
G [EERRONELRIC]
SHOTEINL U elFaITFhHSemens el B
alleod IBLTUIN MBS BlemsouTlsvild
SHCOMB gL QGhsH,  CHID
GFevail (B H60TEN60 26185 @6 H
FL H3I6015HF B6v BLGHa L56m0T(RLD
eSeuenleien N FOUTF SHFH1b G 61T6NTH
UIBL HEH WSHBHTEH HeTEDIENL UL
Beiislsenen O\ ifleildhaiemerni.

LOT 60016 T & 61T
o615l HefenTed 2 BB
aIeNTHSLILGSSMB  Curgdl  SieuiTasei
BBDBIHOBT6ITEN  QUTEHNFWLTUI  GHLILINS BTHIGT Hewi(h  GClamewnrGLmiD.
BLbD UBHLHHC Fov MEBA RS, MBBUISHHIHBTEN HATULIGTILLD
H0g  CFThd MSIUWID 61688 2 euITelD  6UeTThHE S (HHSlSmen.  Sbs
2 BFTHHBHIHHTH BLO)6Th S 1320i) QFmeLaVIB BMIMLD. FOCUS
oenfluitasenmed  OauslGapil L elshisefGen  610gH  LIsVBHMEVEHEIE
2N UIRIGMET 2 _EHIEDIOWITHOD  eleDaisHHmeT 2 6ien  ellhH eI
ABBOISHES BB 2 Haluigl.

Q%5 aU(HL &3 660 Goupl Goumiu L M&HE LIBIB6ITE0
@bHH LIV  LDTENIGITHEIT  HRIHET6T  LIeOHMEVHBINS 28T HlUIKISHEN6IT
BHOHTEHHOBTEHH  HRSEHMLI  £HHWLBISMT S 19OILIIPLIL|eS60
Crrsemsd OFevaULGHIGTONSHIL G BB LIVBHMEVHHIDS 26T LHUIKIGSE6IT
SLIQOWIpLILeugdsIDd GBI  CBETEHIHIGTENIT.  AHSHILT  DIEVINEVSH
Paaseaiin 2 el LflbgeTenenwemnuiud &reia@pmd. &bd aImL LD
Gamapwbyy, wrpliuren LIgCsamiseied LisbBmevHEHELBD CF6060 BHESD
Sflerogden  LoTewTeNTHeMe  QHTLTLSET BB DISTEHETHEHST6
SN (PSHPHBIPS| LOTERITHEMTED JOBBHBLILLQHEHSBSHI.

erlLg@uim  BImIGeT  SBLUIUIC  GHemmbe  LUmIGeTlemL
S BBISBETHEIT 616018 2 _auiTenLosnlLl 61 Calamtigu|eiengl. GCuwigHsanlerg)
IBHTEN 610G VL] OBBOUTHEHEE BID DD AB(PSLUILBSHHIPMB
UTTHMBHEH6N GevT ®_emJuITL60&61MEs0m GeuellLBSHSILL eMls0en6v.
HC6 UBHBM UMHLHHECL Bbd LGHUTL BID DHH HEUID 61D
Bewniguilmebas Gmid.

FOCUS

sLbH CUTAB @bsH UL HHVID 6IRIBEHENL U SITLILIHRILIL]
LOTEOTEUTHEhEE BBLIHHIID SieuTHemen 2amb@Galludain g sors
OWLILBGSHSLILL L SI. G&mpLbLNed MBS A LDIT 6507 6) T & 61T

SIUTHEHEMLW Bl SBLIGH0 alBLpBHenBeniLl
FOCUS emflwisGsmmp GFsvauflsbs GCoupshHmsd
BHBMISHO\BT6IT6N 2 _6IT6N6IT. @Rempuiiensy
(WPHBWTEOOSTHBTS — DAUTH6T  HHBHUISH M0
gmaeBsy  Cryd  GFevell B wBmeuTsCenth
61T HLOTSH [BLLILIG! LOBBID DISUTHEHML U a&GHAITFSHHIL 65T CHTLTLLIBSHS
SIUTEET  SBAOMW  UTLLULUGSHUTD SLLLTgds  Gousmigll  @OMIE,
SLBUUTH GBISHSHID SHBBIGTETIT.

QbDH UMLLD &DHE LIsVHM6VSHBLDHHSH 60 SHHAHID QHTLTLEH6IT
B SHHIOUBHLI YW omeieNTHen  CFThHEHIbOIBTeTeT ILIL (HeTeTeT.
sTeUelBHIOTE RbdH OTEITHEHHEG SBLIHH DUTHm6N 281 GHe HHl,
2 BEFTHUILGHH  DUTHEHMLUI  LIVBHNVEHBIRSBHEH0  FTLFaenns
Poisses eeilg FOCUS &@& Waiuns sneudbsLLl BeiTen  FeureOm@LD.
OweaiTdseLy (J'Pura) LsLEHMEVEHHIDE LOTERIEITHEHLD HRISHETHEDE6ME6I
OarLiysmeT  gBUBHS @ FB GWeuTs  FhHHHH  QIHES B6IT.
WaFFBlL OTEREIT G0 Q6B HETaWLTL] LIsVSMeVEHSHMID 2 6wi(h.
grs  (Ragama) @SNl oTewalTaEbhld SLbdH aIBLEHHEGN @
Coupligli] Gupalener uJbLldbg CFWBLLG 6Ha sIBeT.

Abs UBHLHHD Fev WOHBBIOUIL  LOTERTEUTHEMET P BHTUILD
CFWInsB@GLD, lauTselen aumpelGso v Faumed Henmbe 2 sieiBosmern
CUTHSBGID FHEHVCFMaU BMleTH MBSIUISHSHIL 60T BID  LBIGTTNWLTS
A mBBCWTID. 666l 2emBUITe6T WTDLILITEID, DL L &&H6MLIL|, [JTHLD,
Gugmsemen  GuiTsi® LI0SHMEVHBIB  LO[HEHSIOILTL Lomente T Germ(h
CamLied @mbHlemet. CBTIPWDL HSHHINLIL GHHG BT DBHS @
Bnfleroden  dHGHSHIOILT  wremeufled LIgFeienupld FhAIUSHBE E6060TENLD
61LDEMLD  GJLOTBBHABE 2 _61T6NTHE LIGI.

61L0&| LOTEWISITAHEHLD 2emPUITHEHID CoumILIL L FouTsvHmeN &Fl6v
AW LISLBMEVHHINBHIG6T60  eTATCHTSHEGS MBI,  2emeNT-Glous0ev6erOEF
(Uva-Wellassa) usbasemevsspsd — Oeusfim semsm  Sisnilog)liLg)soemev.
sTlLQGuIT  6Tlogl  2emAWIT  @HeuT, @I LOTHHIBEHEGH Qb Sl
CF6TB  LIVSHMVSBPRSHHIHE LBUTer @f @)L HHEB60  LomemieuTasemern
Fh) M. @6 FHLomeot LI6V&B6M60SH B OB MIH6IM60 QULBIGLILIBLD
UL BIG6M6T  SHeenIDd6T  610&HE — FlhGHTLILIBIGMEITUD  FoUT60SHEN6ULLD
AUPBIGBEBH. BB LISVBHNEVHHIDEHBIGETE LIy HBend GHUIH6T 6lI[HmD
allfleyengWTenTaenTed L HHLILIGH BN, SHHBUI LIGOHN6VEHHLHRBIB6NT60

FnilerogHe B0 WIT6NTTE(6ThE )
D] LieofluNevitd, LOT600T6UT
FPBHIHBGLD 2s11fluId
OFuwieupBarenr  Fpl  FhSHTILILD
FOUTEOTHDH ST ILGSBSH).
AQeiellmisefled  Fofl,  epTuim
FHemisenpd  elfleymysenssns
RBIBHHLILBHEUSHTED LOT600T6Y &
SHEMEVEUTEHEMEIT FhHILIGHBSHM60T

FHHTILSHme  gBULGHBINS!
FOCUS esmfuiraerien SBELTenSUL
FOUTELMUI SIMLOHSIGTENGEI.
FUIT&SH(LPeUT (Sabaragamuwa)
LIGVSBEM6VSH BB HH VI LOBBILD F60
SENWITT  LIsLHM6VEH BB MISBEINEVID
Q&BTLIBSID  (pemedl@BID.  eumaEm

O&HTLTLHM6T
AUBLGHHEG LML LILTBBE, SBUme  61eidB  CHe  HTevbHsGemTBLID
apeipl 2 fluitsmend QETeni® @bdH LOTEEITHEHHEGID BT 2arPluID
OFuIBeuTGIoe HLOLIEGMITLD.

B % QIBHLHHC BevmiendmuF CFyma dlev LomewreTasGemmBLD

OUEIIBBEE

CaTLTLBmeNd  CBTEmIgBHOSHTD.  Fagwn  HSHHIAILIL SHHE60  Hsveal
uufeiil  Gamemngpb@ @ gl L Ww6dw  memeuissit  FOCUS
SIVIVBEHHC  aUbBH R LOTMEVLIOLITIDNS 610G  LIL L Sl ErpL eir
QFeveufisHenT. Gamrevenr (Holland) IFES SIS BHHI  UbHS
Judith erei3  L&a  (Dutch) wremel  6ndGuwr®  dnl  EevmkienasulGsv
B UTRIGMENT  CQFeuall LIT.  UeNTeVlD  SHITSHOGL QIFIDTH  6UT
albH  Ceuemern QUEHLDLITEOTE  LIGOBHENEVHBLOBBIH6NT  HBHT6VIHLOTH
QML BIBISSLILIL9HHSH6r.  sitLg@uir GamupwLiGs Fev  omewreuiTaGonm(®
Cryib  GFevail L. FOCUS oivouvssdlo  @mbs  Crrssed
gmHEGmBW  apeiiml  eurgmise  FOCUS Council o mierm  @meuflei
&l 19860  HHIBEMEUBBLILILIQHHSTT.

“Graduate Weekend” o6 SiemipsslILBD 61ogl BlspelGe 12
QA WTERIH  LoTewaITHEBD, WeF FBUSHHC0 LI L srilsenmereuiasenlb,
FOCUS eoamfluisenLamid, GCF oimisshsHalToEnlaild Sensmibdl ST
UHBTH  UemijeussHSHs0  HIeDPU|D BuTdl  gBUL Gdmigul  LITFFena6lT
GUIHSBID BHBETEN HTeH6T GHBIHSHID HevbHHTEOTHHH6IT. R6ialgLome
BB  (LPUPEOLOWTET  LIsvsdl  HHeusHTul Careipflenmand @6l Semern
UL sTilssT @m ety Spigluied smBeuens LB UTITLLTS QIHBISTEN
FHeugfl 2 eT6iBoeT SeuTawellsn Ueml o sodlenen  eNFUTFID  6TEDID
allevsmev(B UTTLILSBE 2 &l Lflujb. SmaFsmuseT @almosrien Liswiub
aaGaUTFIPLD 6163 L WHH G0 6lhd 2 HaNBMETUD  SILPHIG 6 606M6V.
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General Secratary’s Report... cont. from pg 08.

Rbd  AUGLEHHG o mipeder  efigBn @i Gubm  gmd
2 _MJWITL60HEHID, HRIB6T 6Tendseflehd S WSF FBUUTET 2 amenalub
BrenT  CFTaHIB0ET6Ten  all(HoLESCBeT. GoBLIY 2 IUITL 60&6IT  6T6TEn 60T
sTeuelBHIOTE Rbd 2amfluidalsd TewIaITHEhGE SBLIGH LUIBFS efda
SIGNTHMET  UIQEUMHIDSHSHI  LOTEIISUTHENMTED  LOTEIENTHEHHEGF OFuILIILIBLD
orewieuT  2amfluiors - alfleubBshseoTeloer s aupldHeriled  sleiTenen
AbHbbdH SHIewgUILH. RbdH 2 MIUITL60E6T (LPELDTS [BTe 2 HHILUL (B
2 BFTHUILGHSILLCL6. NHCHTH 2 midberien LFdha)Cuisiorer aufluiGso
OHTLABSHID TG RbdH 2MPUISHHIHEGID 2 His6le LkigeailiLeneu D
2 sellepwud SieMabsCaueniBosr Hrer GigaLildsa)CGper.

AbDH DN HMBWTENFH DLEHSIT FenL DIBIBHHMTHET LB @GILLILTLD60
UTHa  QFUWOULIOTL LTS, DEHEIT  FenLl SIS HHUTHELLOBHSI
DDA WTE  (PeBUTsd OHTLIFFWTS 2 HelsEnh, UCOTFMmIDEHLD
QUPBIBLILIL L FHI. SHEHSIT G 6THGL LbHHH B0 616i1GammB gnl BLHSI
QmHImS  Brer 2 ewihCHel. GBLYy G OHTMEVHS  LNISHMSHS
GBHSH lFTyeneuenll (PTERIBHEH DAMBLI LiTHd Cauigedl LaTaHe.
SHCHTH wl. QbdH 2mPIHH 6 BIOHHID 61pHHHH Liev LNJFFenendseit
GBlHEID elgFmisahmbapriser. FOCUS @er wriifens OmBSILILOSHSH0
SQHWID LTS UBTOC0 RHBBBH. QUGHHM IBHLHHCV  FHewidhEH6i

FOCUS Finances

ufGarHemenud, GemAICUTGL CFwBLTGL RH SBLmB6ild Loy
i’ @ SHhHCITUTWSHL LD FOCUS &M1&  (psiieneusbasLiLiBLD.
SBOUTMHW  Flev  UEHT G DMBHHeUTHEHD  Fev  @emerl
vl Lgmisepd  World Vision enmed  pLSSILL L BHliteurs  Femui(Board
Governance) sl LUIBFS L Lempullsd LmE ubplent. (See Page 3 of
SCOPE July 2011 http://www.focus.lk)

Qb 2 flisHHIHE CWUSHMTL TEHAD 2 _6DIUITL 60H6INENIT
LT&aD o misefler aiBsamenuynd CpyHadlensiud UweBHS o misel
e GHlenen  efywiorhd  usv  auflaeliGn  eldbdHwrFomer  HpenioseT,

QRGeS  OETewih  610HEG 2 Halul  @eICUTHIGHEGWD  HI6T
Craueis@ B  FmmISICme.  aImEBEB LSS  BIHIG6IT
oFe  FAbHm  2_6TENEITHMTELD, o GuTENLOU|GITETEUTEHEMTHA|LD,

SITLILERTLILIETENEITHEMTEHAD  STeWIILL (B FiTeu  susvevemLOW 6o Bgeueflsr
2 sudBaTen  iHLUenl  Gauemevuiled ULFIGTeGHeTS  E6memihd6\Hmeni(h
6TLDEHI LiIewNBeN6T QBT THEH UBHBIGTIONS.

LA

- Savithri Sumanthiran

Fellowship of Christian University Students
Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2011
Assets:
Property Plant & Equipment 22,285,495
Fixed Deposits 2,724,628 25,010,123
Inventory 29,390
Contributions Receivable held in IFES Ac 743,188
Advance Paid for National Camp 2011 86,740
Cash at Bank 617,239
Cash in Hand 43,200 1,519,757
26,529,880
Funds & Liabilities:
Accumulated Fund 1,453,526
Student Graduate Loan Fund 85,247
Building Fund 22,108,922
Other Designated Funds 800,011 24,447,706
Non Current Liabilities:
Building Loan 1,500,000
Current Liabilities:
Provision for Gratuity 447,500
Payable to IFES 84,694
Accrued Expenses 11,073
Bank Overdraft 38,907 582,174
26,529,880
Fellowship of Christian University Students
Statement of Income & Expenditure
01st April 2010 - 31st March 2011
Income:
Contributions | 5,496,905
Amortization of Building Fund 305,776
Other Income 281,519
Transfers from Funds 327,000 6,411,200
Administration Expenses:
Staff & Operational Costs | 4,266,393
Administration Expenses | 1,196,485
Depreciation 637,964 (6,100,842)
Excess of Income over the Expenditure: 310,358




NSE Chairperson’s Report... cont. from pg 02.

examinations and waiting to start higher education. This is
scheduled for 31st August.

As the students are more and more involved in online activities
it’s a necessity to have an updated website for FOCUS. So a team
of students and recent graduates are in the process of redesigning

and updating the current FOCUS website.

All the fellowships are now encouraging more student led Bible
studies in their meetings.

There were also fellowship level programs that students initiated,
such as:

J'pura program for the street children- where they spent time and
shared gifts with those children in the time of Christmas. They
have also started meeting as trios to pray. J'pura students also try
to reach the Tamil speaking students although the language is a
barrier.

\JUSCF has around 40 students all together
nd have regular meetings. During the Poya
ay programs they’ve discussed topics like
lobalization & Christian Gospel, Brain Drain,
iving a Stress free life etc. They also had a
egional camp, at the end of last year.

era DC had Poya day programs such as
Creation & Evolution’” and ‘Love, Sex,

arriage’. They had their regional camp last

ctober, where 2 students from Uva Wellassa
also participated.

SCFUM has encouraged reading of Christian books, group
discussions on SCOPE articles, updated the SCFUM notice
board and have regular visits to a blind colony. They were able

FOCUS 25THANNIVERSARY BOOK

NOW AVAILABLEM!

Make sure to reserve a copy for yourselves and ‘gift’ some copies to your old

FOCUS friends as well

Undergraduates = Rs 400
Local Graduates = Rs 800

Foreign Graduates = LSS 10 + postage

Contact Sumathy (0714893536, sumathyrajasingham@gmail.com) to reserve your copies.

k.
rogram for street children by
J'pura fellowship

to interact with Christian university lecturers by having monthly
students-lecturers discussion & spending an evening at Prof. Amal
Kumarage’s place.

UCCF conducted a Jumble sale successfully to raise funds for
the National Conference 2011. They also encourage students on
Evangelism and pray for non-Christian students. They are looking
forward to help and have discussions with the newly initiated
fellowship of NIBM students.

Thanking...

Its been a great year where we were able to come together and
work towards university ministry. Though | was handed the NSE
chairperson responsibilities on my birthday, at last year’s AGM
| didn’t feel it as a birthday present, mainly because | was not
sure myself, whether I’'m up to the job. In faith to the saying ‘God
usually works with our weaknesses and all He needs is a willing
heart’, | agreed.

I am very thankful for God, for all the blessings He has given,
especially through providing:

e Allthe FOCUS staff and people involved in FOCUS who actually
made this a birthday gift for me & guided all of us at the NSE

e Present & previous NSE representatives who were there to
help in everything we did.

o All the students from every fellowship who helped us and
prayed for us.

May God Bless You All!




FOCUS

PROGRAM
On the 31st of August, the University of

Colombo Christian Fellowship organized a “Pre-uni program” for those students who
were to enter university this year. We hoped to expose new entrants to a different view
of university through this program - to help them to see their time here as a unique
opportunity to serve God, rather than as a place where lectures happen.

Over 30 “soon-to-be-undergraduates” attended, with some coming from as far as
Kandy and Batticaloa! Also, a mix of universities was represented, with the participants
headed to Moratuwa, Sri Jayawardenapura, Colombo, Peradeniya etc.

The program consisted of an introduction to FOCUS, a series of brief interviews, a talk
by Yohan, and a time for questions. Dr. Ajith Fernando, Dr. Nishan De Mel, Avanka
Fernando and Nilusha Samararatne graciously agreed to be interviewed for the
program, and spoke on “university ministry”. Their different views and experiences
widened the perspective of both the participants and the organizers. Moreover,
Yohan’s exposition of Jeremiah 29:1-14 complimented their words and provided a
Biblical basis for our philosophy of active engagement with the university. He not only
challenged the participants, but also helped those of us already involved to renew our
commitment.

After this, there was a time for questions, during
which a wide range of subjects were discussed
including ragging, integration and balancing studies
and extra curricular activities.

We thank God for everything He did. The program
would not have been possible without Him — He
gave us the motivation to get moving with the
organization, and somehow brought people in
for the program. We also thank Yohan and Aunty
Savithri for all their help and the members of the
Colombo region fellowships who provided us with
some great food!

arm greetings from FOCUS

Uganda, where I serve as a student
leader, I am glad that World Assembly
presented a great opportunity for us
to meet with friends from FOCUS Sri
Lanka especially Nilusha with whom I
shared prayer requests about ministry.

FOCUS Uganda has continued to have an
impact for Christ
on the University
and college
campuses. Our
focus has shifted
to emphasize
more student
involvement in
order to raise a
new  generation
of leaders with
a heart for FOCUS so as to take this
ministry to the next generation.

In view of the above, students after
graduating are given an opportunity
to serve in the ministry through STEM
(Short Term Experience in Ministry).
These are wusually graduates who
volunteer for one year without doing
their professions, they raise resources
themselves, they are not paid a salary.
FATT (FOCUS Associates Trainers
Team); these do their profession but
give some time to visit campuses on a
regular basis to mentor students, they
are equally volunteers and are paid.
Other associates do not necessarily go
to minister to students but contribute
financially to the ministry.

The ministry in Uganda is still faced
with financial challenges, it is so
difficult to support STEM staff because
they are only coming out of campus and
cannot easily find money to support
themselves. Some Christian unions
face a lot of pressure from churches
that choose to establish their groups on
campus instead of leaving the task to
para-church organizations like FOCUS.
Friends, the joy I have is the growing
love of students to witness for Christ on
the campuses.

I look forward to a time when FOCUS
Sri Lanka deliberately partners with
FOCUS Uganda in reaching out to
students. Please continue to pray
without ceasing for the ministry and
the work in the movement.

God bless you!

- Paul Tiboti, FOCUS Uganda
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Half-price tuition

Korea has
traditionally put a
lot of importance
on academic
achievements,
because being
successful
academically was
the only way to
elevate through
the social classes. In addition, Korea is a
small peninsula country with not a lot of
resources-this means that we have a very
small, competitive pool to survive in.

(Korea is about 221 thousand square
kilometers, and the population is 50
million) So about 87% of Korean youth go
to universities and colleges. As the Korean
society heavily emphasizes regional ties
and educational background, there is a
huge industry for private education. In
addition, the university we graduate from
becomes a tag that always follows us. This
is why Korean youth have no choice but to
go to university.

However, relative to the income Korea
has the 2nd highest tuition fees. The 1st
is the U.S., but the U.S. has much more
community colleges and universities than
Korea does. In addition, | think there is
a smaller social disparity according to
education in the States than in Korea.
So Koreans have no choice but to go to
university, but it is extremely difficult to go
to university because it is too expensive!!!

Our current administration has promised
to cut our tuition fees in half-supposedly
this is possible if we just retract the tax
cuts for the wealthy entreprenuers. But
our current administration is known to
be undemocratic and business-focused,
reducing the social safety net for the poor.

There was a huge strike, thousands of
students protesting. The government
seemed to vyield, but then canceled
its promise to support the students.
In recent days, the crackdown on the
protests have gotten severe with water
cannons and arrests.

IFES World Assembly:

My God Who Reminds Me

Jesus Christ: Lord of the universe & Lord
of the university. This was the theme
for the IFES World Assembly 2011 in
Krakow, Poland. Being there for almost
two weeks not only allowed me to meet
different people from around the world
and exchange experiences, it was also a
learning process of humbling myself again
and entrusting my future into God’s hand.

The Pre-Conference Student Gathering
which started 3 days before the World
Assembly, was a learning opportunity for
me to hear students and staff workers from
all around the world sharing about their
movement and how God saw them through
during trial moments. Their enthusiasm
and love for God’s work is very encouraging
personally for me as | too will be starting
my work as a trainee staff-worker with FES
Malaysia this Monday (8/8/2011).

To be honest, | did not know what to expect
from this World Assembly as my mind was
occupied with thoughts like, “How | should
start planning for my future as | choose to
take this road?” Somehow, | felt God was
knocking on my door again but | took little
notice of Him. But these two weeks was
part of God’s plan for me, not only was it
just a great opportunity for me to learn
and share with the people there, but also
to humble my stubborn heart and mind.

There were a few sharing that stayed
with me after these two weeks. One was
from Sabine Kalthoff who preached on
Revelation 7:9-17. In her sharing, she said
that this vision which John the Apostle
received was to reorient our lives to the
centre of reality: Jesus Christ, the Lamb
on the throne. She asked, “Who then do
we place in the centre of our heart? Is it
Christ? People? Materials?” She gave this
description for her sharing, “Jesus Christ is
the SUN where we all move around Him”.

As | was talking with Karen, who is a student
from the U.S., we talked about various
topics, and she shared this with me, “As
the people in the Old Testament used to
build altars to acknowledge God’s presence
and blessings, so can we. Though not by

building stones
by the roadsides,
but by journaling.
Writing down the
significant  events
that took place will
help us to remember of God’s presence
and blessings”. Her sharing reminded me
of how God has been there throughout
my life and journaling is not about jotting
down some words on a page but to pen
down significant events we encounter with
God as a remembrance of His grace and
love.

Another sharing where | found the
word humble echoing very strongly in
my heart was from Annette’s preaching
on Philippians 2:1-11 during one of
the Scripture Engagement sessions.
Remembering that our Lord Jesus Christ
made Himself nothing and taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. He humbled Himself and became
obedient to death — even death on the
cross. Our Lord had the choice to refuse
the cup of suffering He was asked to take
when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane
but He humbled Himself and obeyed God
by saying, “Let Your will be done, and
not mine”. This whole scene hit me hard.
Though | agreed to take up God’s calling, |
was still not humble enough to allow God
to work His ways in my life; for my mind
had been so occupied with thoughts and
desires of planning how things should be
done in my life from here on.

At that moment, | felt myself broken and
realized that | am still trying to take things
into my own control. This sentence from
one of the speakers came very strongly
to me again, “God did not call you to be a
saviour, He just wants you to be faithful”.
Though God had taught me this lesson of
being humble before, | believe He knows
that unless | am broken again of my selfish
thoughts and desires, | will never be
humble in my service for Him.

One more thing that God made me realize
as | met with so many different people was
to feel proud of being a Cont. pg 23...

Unless this tution problem is resolved, there really can’t be social equality-how can
there be, when our future and right to receive education are limited by money? The
social inequality can only be worsened! This is directly related to the escalating real

estate prices. This is a huge problem...

- Sang Ju Lee, Korea.



Fes world assembly 2012: A FOretaste of Heaven

When | think back about my experience
of the IFES World Assembly 2011 Poland,
it was a real blessing to me to understand
God & His wider ministry, in more than a
couple of ways. Even before the World
Assembly, working on
preparations for the
conference especially
on different requests
and notices by the
organizing committee

I had to learn and think
about what exactly we
do, what our strengths
and weaknesses are
in  our ministry. I'm
really thankful to Yohan,
Savithri, Nilusha, Sachi
and students on the NSE
committee who helped
me to identify these. From
the beginning of my travel,
though it was the first time |
travelled alone for that much o f
distance by myself | was confident because
| had the assurance of God’s guidance.
When | went there and met the people, |
saw how God’s hands were working all over
the world.

More than anything, listening to others’
stories encouraged & helped me to identify
true meaning of Christ’s ministry and how it
affects people. This year’s World Assembly
had the first ever ‘Pre-Conference Student
Gathering’ organized specifically for the
students. This was very helpful to us as
students to get to know and talk with each
other. Listening to stories from countries like
Nigeria & Ethiopia, | saw how students can
take initiatives and truly own the university
ministry. With more than 30000 students
& only around 40 full time staff, students
in those countries manage the university
ministry. Moreover, parents of those
countries

try to introduce their children to the
university Christian movements as soon as
they get selected to university as parents
have identified the positive effects the
Christian fellowships
have on student life.
Also in countries where
Christianityissuppressed
& persecuted, the
eagerness of those
countries’ students to
be disciples of Christ
is truly heartening.
Through the personal
discussions | had |
wasable tolearn how
different countries’
fellowships go
through
different
problems.
I was also
amazed to learn that
even in a country like USA, where
we might feel Christian fellowships
will have much more freedom, they
sometimes find it challenging to
work officially inside universities.
One USA student representative’s
university  administration  has
disapproved official recognition
of their student fellowship in
the university as they thought student
fellowship’s opinion toward homosexuality
might affect student unity of the university.
These helped me to understand some of
the challenges every one of us face.

Another thing | felt in this period was how
approachable true Christians are. Through
the small chats during meals, walking to
venues & even in elevators, everyone
was looking forward to get to know each
other.

Since World Assembly was
one mainly in 3
anguages (English,
rench & Spanish),
ometimes  there
ere ‘slight’
difficulties of

understanding people who mainly spoke
one of the other 2 languages. But this was
no barrier for communicating as throughout
the World Assembly | saw how people tried
to express themselves with gestures and
sometimes even drawing! This also made
me think, all these people from different
ends of the world speaking different
languages, having greatly different
cultures still manages to communicate;
why we Sri Lankans should be afraid of the
challenge of language? Talking of sharing
our experiences and challenges, small
group discussions at the World Assembly
were very helpful to get different person’s
perspective and opinion on things as well
as to share and have people pray for us for
the different challenges we go through.

-

A small group had
around 10 people |
including students,
staff members, and
IFES committee
members, all from
different countries.
These very personal [
group meetings,

reflecting on Bible
studies we had during
the day helped us to
gather our thoughts
and strengthen
ourselves with prayer. Though my heading *
A Foretaste of Heaven’ may sound a bit too
bold a claim, in these small group sessions
we discussed how the World Assembly
time was such, especially when comparing
with Revelations 7 and 21; the gathering of
people from every nation, praising the Lord
in all the languages yet united & the feeling )
of God'’s presence amidst us.

kil T,

Throughout the World Assembly there
were sessions on different topics which
helped me to identify and help to overcome
challenges ahead. The session on leadership
was very helpful to me as a student leader
to think about areas such as delegation,
which will help more students to own the
ministry. This session also highlighted the
idea that we should sometimes try to be

more task oriented
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“For the Lamb at the center of the
rone will be their shepherd; he will
ad them to springs of living water...”
i - Rev 7:17

rather

than talent oriented. In

the student day of the World Assembly,
there were presentations on different
programs students initiated in different
countries. Programs like Hot Chocolate
Mornings, Free Hugs & Prayers, If you're
to ask one question from God etc. were
some of the really interesting ways to
reach non-believers. Another thing | felt
seeing how well the dramas and worship

My Redeemer Lives
M eemer Lives

was done in

World Assembly,

was that we

should identify

what different

students are

passionate about and give them the

opportunity to think of ways to use that

for university ministry. This | think will

help each of us feel the ownership of the
ministry.

During the final days of World Assembly,
especially at the small group discussion

we talked about how this time affected us.
We all were so bonded and comfortable
in that whole feeling of a big family of
Christ. Most of us even felt the desire to
be there forever; in an atmosphere of
everyone being God centered, no sorrow,
no deadlines, and no other things to
worry about (the true peace God’s new
kingdom brings). Since our world is still
not there yet, we all prayed that everyone
in this world will be able to see this true
freedom that Christ brings.

- Buddhika Hapuwatte.




Hi all, my name
‘ is Maike and I
am a student from
Germany. I like to
send you some
greetings from
our fellowship
(Studentenmission in

called “SMD”

Deutschland). It is a part of the IFES
fellowship. We have about 70 groups
at universities all over the country with

about 2000 students. I want to tell you
something about a project called “Mark
drama”. It is a really good opportunity to
tell the gospel to students. It is a drama,
but a special drama. 15 students learn
the structure of Mark’s gospel by heart
for six weeks. Then they learn how to
act it in a drama for one weekend with
the help of a director and play in one
evening in front of the students. They

play in a small circle and the people sit
around them. They also act between
the seats and behind the audience, but
only with normal clothes. That makes
it realistic for the audience. They have
the experience of being in the middle
of the story. It is easy to invite friends,
because it is a drama, and they hear the
whole gospel within 90 minutes! And it
is a good project for ourselves. Because
we learn a whole gospel by heart and
can experience Jesus’ love in a different
way. (More information and videos:
www.themarkdrama.com).

So, now you know one project from
Europe!

God bless you and your fellowship!

- Maike Wilker, Germany

Acoustic International Cantata

he acoustic international
I cantata is a music group
formed by students of different
nationalities that use their musical
abilities to offer a concert that gives
the opportunity to share the Gospel.
The cantata is performed inside the
university premises and in a public
and transited space. It is a musical-
artistic show where very different
instruments and national rhythms
are integrated in international
songs. Some of the instruments that
are used are the guitar, the Peruvian
cajon, the flute, etc. Since it is all
acoustic there are no technical or
space problems since the group can
freely move around.

Impact:

e [t creates -curiosity amongst
international students since
songs are performed in different
languages.

e It creates curiosity that a
heterogeneous group of students
from different ethnicities forms a
group and sings a same message

e [t generates contact amongst
the student centres that help/
cooperate with the organisations
and authorities of the educational
institutions.

e Facilitates contact with different
students that come to listen out
of curiosity.

e Conveys a message of unity and

equality.

Story:

The cantata’s
idea started
at the Faculty
of Medicine
in Rosario,

Argentina,

where the Christian student group
realized that a lot of their friends are
Brazilian and Haitian. Since there
were also Christian Haitian students
in the group that were musicians,
they started thinking of mixing
national rhythms with other foreign
rhythms.

The first thing they did was to
contact the student centre to see
what the requirements to do such a
project were. After some problems
the cantata was performed with
songs easy to understand such as
“Ayer te vi” and others in Portuguese
and French. As we were performing
a large group of Brazilian
students heard singing
in Portuguese and
approached showing
lots of interest to see
what was happening.

(Presented by
Alejandro Pistilli,
ABUA Student, at the
IFES WA'11 )

“The grace with which we were called

forge the sword of the Spirit and the shield
of faith, weapons of our warfare as any in
adversity than in prosperity.”

My name is Jean Jude Auguste, a native
of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. | am currently
studying Social Work. With joy | want to
share with you what God, through Jesus
Christ in our daily living, has provided for
his sons and his daughters in hard times.

Speaking of Jesus Christ in the Faculté
des Sciences Humaines in Port-au-Prince
is not an easy task. The students are very
hostile to Biblical teachings. Moreover,
most of them come from local churches
but once they enter university, they
abandon their faith. However, for eleven
years a Bible group IFES movement works
in the Faculty, the GBE-FASCH. Every
Tuesday we meet to study the Bible,
pray and define strategies to bring other
students to Christ.

Thus we were all together this Tuesday,
January 12, 2010, barely separated into
4:30 PM, minutes after the earth began
to shake under my feet. Let’s say all of a
sudden | realized it was an earthquake but
violent shock, its duration and at the sight
of houses and buildings that collapsed... |
thought the country would collapse and
we would all be dead in days. There was
the president and vice president of our
Bible study group who were with me and
we spent the whole night singing and
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praising God that He has preserved us, we comfort each other because we did
not had any news of our families and our friends.

Paradoxically, given the difficult context in which we share faith with other
students after the earthquake. We had met twice a week. And many students
join us in the group. It has made us able to offer psycho-spiritual and psycho-
social assistance to students and school children in Port-au-Prince. We also had
the support and fellowship with other students from the Caribbean region of
CARIFES.

Providing help and assistance to other students, it was observed that God
has provided help and assistance that we needed because we have suffered
psychologically, economically as well as those we are witnessing. And especially
God sent others to assist all of us. Other benefit is that many of those who
apparently did not take to heart this ministry, | see from now animated with zeal
and intelligence. And finally, it seems it is less difficult to talk about our faith in
spite of ideological controversies among the other non-Christian students. We
just won a national competition on the Bible. We began to convey a new idea
to the faculty because nobody could imagine that there may be a Bible group at
the Faculty of Humanities. To the point that this group became a challenge for
many other groups of young students of the Bible from local churches.

As an advice, | will tell you everything that is written together for good to them
that love God. We must try to understand what God wants to teach us in every
circumstance and what he expects of us in every circumstance. For when God
approves of the way of someone, he maketh even his enemies stumble.

- Jean Jude Auguste, Haiti

More about the holocaust & Auschwitz
concentration camp, Poland from:
http://en.auschwitz.org.pl/h/




ver its history, one of the most
O distinctive  contributions  of

the Fellowship of Christian
University Students (FOCUS) in Sri
Lanka to the life of the Nation has
been to enable thoughtful Christians
to recognise their “secular” work as
a part of their Christian ministry and
calling. In doing so, it has encouraged
Christians to enter public service,
civil society organisations, the private
sector and even politics, with a sense of
God’s calling to shape those spaces and
institutions to reflect God’s concerns for
the world.

Where the FOCUS graduates and
their teaching have flowed into the
Christian community in Sri Lanka they

Dr. Nishan de Mel
was nominated to
the International
Executive
Committee of
the International
Fellowship of Evangelical Students (IFES)
when representatives of IFES affiliated
movements from over 150 countries met
in Krakow, Poland in July/August this year.

Nishan is the owner of Verite Research
that seeks to provide strategic research &
analysis to Asia. He is also known to the
FOCUS ministry from 1995. He ran the
seminar series known as SOCS (School Of
Christian Studies) and as a member of the
Graduate Christian Fellowship supports
both the student ministry and graduates.
He was the founding President of the
Oxford Graduate Christian Union (GCU) of
Oxford University in 2001 and continues
to be a member of the Council of Advisors
to the Oxford GCU.

Nishan is a member of St Pauls’ Milagiriya
where he is part of the preaching team
and he has this year taught a course
“Christian Engagement in Politics” at the
Colombo Theological Seminary, Colombo.
Please pray for Nishan as he along with
others from different parts of the world
give leadership to the international
student movement known as the IFES of
which FOCUS Sri Lanka is affiliated.

have helped to dilute the tendency of
Christians to imagine “God’s work” as
happening mainly in the confines of
Church or para-church organizations;
or that it is restricted to the task
of evangelism, narrowly defined
as bringing others to faith in Jesus
Christ. FOCUS has held out that the
primary work of God in the world, to
which Christians are being absorbed,
is the work of reconciling the whole
world (all of creation, its creatures,
institutions and their collective future)
to God in Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:20).
FOCUS graduates, carrying this vision,
have over time reached increasingly
important positions of national decision
making and influence.

But Churches in Sri Lanka don’t yet
show much sign of being influenced
by this teaching. Even when churches
have not been inwardly focused,
their outward orientation has mainly
been in the area of humanitarian and
social work. Therefore, the Christian
engagement of FOCUS graduates, in
the private economy or political parties
or public service space in Sri Lanka,
has diverged them from the life of
the Church. By diverged I mean that
while such graduates have remained
in the Church, their ministry has been
separate from the church, it has not
been the ministry of the Church.

This divergence is unfortunate. The
good news of Christian faith cannot be
properly endorsed to the world or to
a Nation by just isolated individuals,
it must be embodied in the life of the
Church. But converting this divergence
into a convergence may require a
fresh understanding about the place
and role of the Church (the Christian
Community) within what is called
“our Nation” or “our Land”?. We need
to move from seeing Church as a part
of Civil Society to seeing Church as an
alternate Nation.

It is not unusual, as a part of Church
services in Sri Lanka to sing or pray to
God for the Nation to be blessed, and for
its leaders to be guided. The unspoken
assumption is that there is something
called a “Nation” (or a “Land”) defined
not just geographically, but also
psychologically, as a meta space within
which we all share a collective unity. We
acknowledge, of course, the diversity
of those that make up this Nation, the

IMAGINING THE
CRHURCH
AS AN

ALTERNATIVE
NATION

linguistic, cultural, historical, diversity;
and yet we imagine an overarching
collectivity in the idea of a “Nation” that
unites us, in some essential way, despite
these and numerous other differences”.

Popular teaching within the Church has
entrenched the idea that within this
“Nation” the Church has a particular
role to play, and that it is distinct from
the role of the State. By “State” | mean
the apparatus of government. (a) There
is a division of labour: the Church is
primarily focused on directing people
towards the things that are heavenly,
eternal and transcendent. The focus
of the State is on earthly matters that
are temporal and worldly. (b) There is
also a division of materials used. The
Church works with prayer, worship
songs, Bible teaching, and the rituals of
Sunday services. The State works with
public services, economic structures,
political systems, law making and law
enforcement. Because the Church also
exists in the world, Church and State
are entangled. But because of the above
divisions of labour and materials, this
entanglement is minimal and merely
logistical - relating to mundane matters
of economics, legal transactions,
administration and public services.
These necessary entanglements don’t
take away from the fundamental
division of labour and materials
between the Church and the State.
All this, in a nutshell, seems to be the
prevailing and predominant practical
view held by Christians in Sri Lanka;
and Sri Lanka is not unique in this
respect. [ will call this the “live-and-let-
live” model of the Church”.

Within this “live-and-let-live” model,
when Christians pray for the Nation
and its leaders to be blessed, they are
not praying directly that the leaders,
the society and the structures are
converted and conformed to Christian

) < ) - beliefs and practices, but that they
\ ethnic, religious diversities, even the will prosper in their endeavours in the



world which in turn will be focused on
the common good here on earth. But
while the Church in this way wishes
for the earthly common good of the
Nation - this imagined collective unity
- its self-understanding in this view
is that of having a very limited role in
promoting that common good.

In this (1) “live-and-let-live” model,
unlike in the ancient (2) Christendom
mode], it is not the role of the Church
to be the primary shaper of society by
controlling the State. And, unlike in the
later (3) Monastic models, neither does
the Church disengage from society and
renounce the State. Rather, in this view,
the Church is in the Society and outside
of the State. In simple words, the Church
in this view stands apart from the State
and becomes a part of Civil Society,
helping alongside others to shape
the conversation and interventions
that promote the common good, but
primarily engaged in a labour different
to the State: that of preparing people for
heaven, and working with the material
means of Christian practices that are
also different from the tools of the
State. Thus endorsing the well known
divisions of Sacred and Secular, Religion
and Politics, Church and State.

There is a fourth way to imagine the
Church. Not as one “interest group” in
Civil Society among the many in the
one Nation, but as a Nation in and of
itself - as Israel was called to be in the
paradigmatic prototype of the Church.
But this New Testament Church is a
Nation without a “Land”, and spans
multiple lands - it is not confined within
single country, it is a global community.
The labour of this Nation is not pointed
heavenwards from earth, but pointed
earthwards from heaven (In the words
of the Lords Prayer “may your Kingdom
come, to earth as it is in heaven”). This
Church Nation is idealogically separate,
but is not politically separate and does
not have its own separate structures of
State. Rather; it operates inside multiple
State structures. In doing so, it actively
uses and subverts those materials of
the State in enacting the announcement
and manifestation of Gods Kingdom on
earth. I will call this the “Alternative
Nation” model

The “Alternative Nation” is embedded
in the various political Nations. But
unlike journalists embedded with the

warring troops of a State (as in the
wars of Iraq, Afghanistan or Sri Lanka)
the embedding of the Church is not
meant to absorb to itself the ways and
views of the State. Rather it is to bear
witness to an alternative understanding
of reality within the State and to enact
the recognition of sin, repentance and
reconciliation and justice which is
needed for the health of the political
Nations, as much as it is needed for the
life of the Church. So this is not a view
of the Church or Individual Christians
as pure, heroic people setting the world
arightlike the super-heroes of the comic
books. But a fallen penitent society,
causing public and political enactments
of its reconciling faith: living out the
belief that our sin does not have the
last word in this world, and that those
who are exploited and marginalized can
have justice and voice.

The “live-and-let-live” model of the
Church contributing to the State as a
mere Civil Society actor is problematic
in several ways. The most serious is that
the implied search for a common good
entrenches the idea of a Nation, within
which a common good can be defined.
But when the conflict of interests and
identity groups cannot be resolved to
define any substantive shared common
good (this is inevitably the case in every
Nation, and in Sri Lanka, for example,
most notably neither the aspirations of
Left Politics or of Tamil Identity are even
remotely resolved) then the common
good descends to its lowest common
denominator - the fact of being one
Nation.

Because there is no other basic notion
of common good by which the Nation
can be judged, it assumes the role of
a deity - one whose worth cannot be
judged by anything other than itself. The
idea of one Nation is thus transformed
to an essential object of devotion,
irrespective of substance. Diverse
claims of the good are then judged by
what they contribute to this Nation,
not vice versa. This essentialising of
the Nation justifies its blind defense
(trumping all other values) even by
extreme violence, against all those who
challenge its stability or credibility.
Patriotism becomes the indispensable
virtue - that by which we earn the right
to speak and contribute towards the life
of the Nation.

To escape this idolatry without fleeing

from engagement with the world, the
Church must become a substantive
reference point for what is good for
human society. Outside of Christendom,
this is possible when the Church aspires
to be an Alternative Nation that is both
embedded and transcendent in the
political Nations within which they are
geographically located. Christians are
then enabled to live out the truth and
love of the gospel, to work for the true
common good - confronting economic
and political structures that are unjust
and exploitative and confronting the
false ideologies of the Nation - and do
that even at the expense of becoming
“traitors”, marginalised (or martyred)
in the political Nation.

In the absence of such a Church that
can provide an alternative reference
point for forging the life of a Nation, and
yet whose direction of labour and raw
materials are not sharply differentiated
from those of the Nation State, the
Christian initiatives to work out the
gospel within the economicand political
structures become isolated individual
acts, valuable, and yet unconnected
and unsustainable. And, without such
Christian initiative the Church at best
gravitates to a pietistic ghetto and will
eventually cease to be God’s Church.
Perhaps its time to rethink the work of
FOCUS inspired Christians, and the role
of the Church in Sri Lanka, together.

- Nishan de Mel

1This article can be read as a follow up
to a previous article I have published in
the Churchmen, published by the Anglican
Church, in its edition in July 2011, titled
“Imagining the Church in Sri Lankan Politics’.
There [ set out the basic motivation for
imagining the Church in Politics. In this
article I develop a model for doing so, with
reference to the teaching and inspiration that
has derived over the years from the Ministry
of FOCUS.

2] must state my debt to Cavanaugh (2006)
From One City to Two: Christian Reimaging of
the Political Space, Political Theology, for the
ideas developed herein.

3This article will not discuss the difficulties
with this view with regard to ethnic
reconciliation in Sri Lanka, because that
is not the subject of this article, important
though this issue is within that discussion as
well.




loss of idealism among the youth today. Gone are the
days when we put our trust in charismatic leaders
in the political, professional and religious arenas. Nor are
we relying uncritically on technology or nationalism or

REAL

The world is changing isn’t it? There seems to be a

Marxism. Yes, we
may claim that they
are still influential
in our lives but we
only subscribe to
them out of habit
rather than true
conviction.  They
have been tried and
found to fall short
of our expectations.
There is a yearning
for what is true
and real. This change is reflected even in the way products
are advertised today. Celebrities and professionals are been
slowly replaced by ordinary people (not actors) talking
frankly about the products rather than making grandiose
claims. The new Tata Steel ad shows employees talking about
how the company has helped them out of poverty rather
than talking about the product itself. Malaysia markets itself
by showing ‘ordinary’ Malaysians talking about day to day
life in the country rather than using photoshop images of life
there. People seem to be seeing through the hollow claims
of advertising and asking for a more real picture of life in
general.

On first glance this should be an exciting time for the
Church. After all if people are genuinely seeking what is real
shouldn’t we expect more and more people to come to the
one who is ultimately real, God himself? But it doesn’t seem
to be so. Why? It seems to me that the search for what is
real is being sidetracked by new forms of fantasy which lead
to new forms of slavery. Let me explain by looking at our
search for reality in 3 areas, i.e. ourselves, our relationships

and our world.

Let’s begin by looking at our search for reality about
ourselves. This shows itself in many ways. Firstly, some
believe in the unlimited strength of the human being and
find value in their achievements. For those with this view,
limits and boundaries is sin. “You can achieve anything that
you put your mind to”, “Think positive thoughts”, “Don’t
surround yourself with anything or anyone negative”
are common phrases. Sadly when they recognize their
limitations, different forms of fantasy provide the only
escape route. I may not bat like Tendulkar but I can score
hundreds and achieve fame through Brian Lara’s Cricket 2007 .
I may not achieve much in life but I can be a conqueror of
many nations through Age of Empires.  may not be a stud but
I can have any girl I want, any time of the day through the
pornographic industry. These easy forms of ‘achievement’
become the new reality and gives them value but ultimately
only leads to new forms of slavery. Others, recognize their
limitations but use it as an excuse or even as a bragging tool.
For those with this view, hypocrisy is sin and tolerance is
the main virtue. “I don’t judge others”, “I respect all people
and all beliefs” are common phrases. Recently one person
remarked “I don’t pretend to be good and holy, I am a flirt.
But at least I am not like so-and-so because I don’t pretend to
be nice”. While we can value his truthfulness, his statement
shows that he is not really repentant about his behaviour but
uses his openness as a tool to elevate himself over another.
For this person the reality is that we are all flawed and the
world will be a better place if people just respected each other
for their flawed selves. However, in this version of ‘reality’
nothing is ultimately true, there is no accountability for one’s
actions, neither is there any hope for healing.

Another area that we remake reality is in our relationships.
The media has brought our heroes and celebrities to our
doorsteps. We feel a closeness to them more than ever before
in history. We know their triumphs and disappointments,
their views of life and love and even what is in their handbags
if you believe the Life magazine in the Daily Mirror. We feel
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that we know them and have a personal relationship with
them. The outpouring of grief from all over the world at the
funeral of Princess Diana was a reflection of how ‘real” these
feelings were to the people even though she may not even
have known the countries where they came from. Social
networks have also revolutionized the way we relate to
each other. We feel that we are popular when our ‘friends’
list reaches 500. We have “personal” chats with those on the
other side of a computer not realizing that they are probably
chatting with 3 others at the same time. We regularly update
our ‘status’ so that a number of nameless, faceless people can
know who we are and what we are doing. This is an easy and
convenient way of relating but it reduces our conversations
to just passing information, making our relationships
de-personal and ultimately leading to friendships that lack
real intimacy.

The other area in which we choose fantasy over reality is in
our view of the world. The real world is so full of violence,
corruption, exploitation and selfishness that it doesn’t seem
to be very attractive anymore. The natural tendency is to
retreat and make for oneself new forms of ‘reality” to which
we can go and enjoy temporary peace of mind or hope for
the future. Take for example the recent explosion of films
depicting witches, wizards, werewolves and vampires.
Earlier, these characters were universally regarded as
negative characters who were to be avoided or opposed.
However, in recent movies and TV shows they are depicted
as positive characters and have more admirable qualities
than the human beings in the story. They are more humane
than the humans. This way of thinking blinds us from the
beauty of the world we inhabit and cuts us off from truly
living in communion with the creation that we are a part
of. Our escapist tendencies also results in a more tolerant
attitude to the many forms of decay and destruction in
the world as we de-sensitize ourselves from the suffering
around.

The biblical view of reality is grounded on the one who is
ultimately real, God himself. He has made a creation that is
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good, purposeful and integrated
which has however been marred
by sin. In response, God has not
abandoned his fundamentally good
creation but has come into the world
in Jesus and through the cross has started the process of
renewing and restoring the whole creation. The Church
is called to testify to this reality in the midst of a suffering
world. One of the ways of doing this is to uncover the
counterfeit forms of reality around us and commit ourselves
to live lives in accordance with what is truly real. This
means that we recognize that we are creatures who our
limited but still significant. This means we recognize that
we are fallen creatures and need not feel guilty of admitting
to our mistakes, doubts and shortcomings. This means that
we testify that the Holy Spirit works in us to help us to be
persons made in God’s image. This means that we don’t
take relationships lightly, we recognize that it takes time
and effort and our willing to be vulnerable and endure
frustration to really grow a relationship. This means that we
choose to really feel in relating with others rather than settle
for empty forms of sentimentality.

Yes, the world is changing but people are still yearning for
what is real, true intimacy and meaning. It is only when we
model this commitment to reality in ourselves and in our
fellowship groups that we really are the salt and light in our
societies and draw more people to the One who ultimately
satisfies all our longings.

- Yohan Abeynaike
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My God Who Reminds Me... cont. from pg 13

Malaysian citizen. | had met with people whom their countries |
have not the slightest clue where it is on the world map. Yet, they
shared with me about their country’s culture and language; and |
saw their eyes were shinning as they talked about their country.
Feeling amazed with their sharing, | too started to share about
Malaysia. But the thing which | realize was that Bahasa Malaysia
was not my first language. Though English is essentially important,
Bahasa Malaysia is my identity as a Malaysian and sadly, my
command in our national language is just moderate.

As | sat down and thought about it. God brought to my awareness
that | have been subconsciously avoiding to converse in Bahasa
Malaysia except only to our Malay friends. The misconception of
our national language as | had when | was young had developed
into a type of stigma for me to use it and this had robbed me
from being a true Malaysian. | realize that to love our country is
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to also love our national language and appreciate our cultures;
and be proud of it. Seeing others conversing in their own national
language proudly, made me feel ashamed of how | treat my own
national language.

Throughout these two weeks conference, God had made me
realize some things in my personal life and for our country. | am
very grateful to all who gave me this opportunity to attend World
Assembly as a student representative from Malaysia. Thank you
so much for the financial support, motivations, and prayers.
Indeed it was an honour being there. | name this experience as,
“My God Who Reminds Me”.

- Gabriel Matthew Fletcher,
FES Malaysia.



exPERIENCING THE TRUTH

hat are we searching for in life?

Happiness, success, fame, power
and wealth are probably a few common
answers. Would the possession of such
things, however, make us content? Well,
up to a certain extent yes, but beyond
it the answer would be a definite “No”.
Then what do we really yearn for? It is
TRUTH & FREEDOM. What is ironic is
the fact that most of us are content with
the so called truth & freedom from a
worldly point of view and therefore are
turning a blind eye toward real truth &
freedom.

Just like the Jews, who considered
themselves to be free (John 8:33),
although they were actually oppressed
by the Roman Empire and to a certain
extent slaves to the Law of Moses, we
too are unable to accept the fact that we
can be enslaved by sin [i.e. Satan (Rom.
6:16)]. The Jews continued to identify
themselves as Abraham’s children but
they were blind to their real situation.

It is in this context that Jesus says, “And
you shall know the truth and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:32). What
is this truth? It is Jesus Himself. He is
the absolute truth - something beyond

mere scientific proof and which no one
can grasp by his own understanding
(1 Cor. 12:3). What is this freedom?
It is freedom from the bondage of sin
(Rom. 6:18), which cannot be achieved
by us. Jesus Himself paid the ransom
by sacrificing His own life to grant us
salvation and we are called to believe
in this truth and experience true
freedom. Freedom as in having been
saved from the penalty of sin, being
saved from the power of sin and finally
even saved from the presence of sin.
“Therefore if the Son makes you free,
you shall be freed indeed.”(John 8:36).
The stubborn response from the Jews
was an indication that they were not
prepared to accept this free gift of God.

Where do we stand? Do we want to be
like them, turn our back on this gift and
continue our own search in worldly
riches, or do we want to accept the
truth and experience real freedom? If
our answer is the former we would die
forever, but if it is the latter we would
live forever.[i.e only a physical death but
not a spiritual death (Rev. 20:6)].This
is what Jesus meant in John 8:51; “I tell
you the truth, if anyone keeps my word,
he will never see death”. As Charles

Wesley says in his famous hymn
“And Can It Be” as a result of this
freedom (“My chains fell off, my
heart was free; I rose, went forth
and followed Thee”) we could
emerge victorious on Judgment
Day (“Bold I approach the eternal
throne; And claim the crown
through Christ my own”)

- SCFUM
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The story begins with Jesus and His
disciples withdrawing to a remote place
for a while after the disciples had returned
from a ‘missionary’ journey, only to be
followed by a large crowd of people.
Jesus, nevertheless, has compassion for
them for they were “like sheep without
a shepherd.” He goes up to a high place,
teaches them and heals their sick. What
really prompted the crowd to come after
Him? Jesus performed signs to show them
what God’s kingdom was like (the effects
of sin being reversed) and to support His
claims to deity — but did they realize this?

John chooses to note the close proximity
of the Passover. Perhaps a reminder that
even as God redeemed His people from
bondage in Egypt and provided manna
for nourishment throughout 40 years,
Christ came and ‘tabernacled” among
us as the “bread that came down from
heaven” providing “real food.” Jesus
chooses to ask an interesting question
from His disciples “Where shall we...?”
not “How shall ..?”. Philip instead chooses
the ‘Why we can’t...?’ question and, as his
reply suggests, seems to have done his
arithmetic. (Did he multiply a man’s daily
wage by 8x30 and divide by 5000 and
arrive at an answer very much less than
1?) His incredulity is apparent. Here were
the disciples who had probably seen Jesus
cast out demons, raise the dead, heal
the blind etc. but unable to believe Jesus
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand + Robotics

could feed a multitude. Andrew brings a
little boy to Jesus (one of 3 instances he’s
mention in John —in all of which he brings
someone to Jesus)
and says “Here is
a boy with 5 small
barley loaves and
2 small fish...” The
situation presents
a geographic
(remote location),
mathematical
and physical
impossibility — but
this seems to be
God’s  speciality.
Even as He did
keep His promise
to Abraham
though there
were seeming
impossibilities  at
all 3 generations
— Sarah was barren (Gen. 1:16), Rebekah
was barren (Gen. 25:21) and Rachel was
barren (Gen. 29:31)!

John mentions that Jesus had in mind
what He was going to do (6:6). When Jesus
gave thanks for the 5 loaves and 2 fish,
in the natural it seems He was just doing
that — thanking God for 5 loaves and 2 fish.
However, He was actually thanking God for
5 loaves and 2 fish that were going to feed
5000 people! After having had their fill, the
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crowd, misunderstanding His true mission
attempts to crown Jesus. He defeats the
temptation of worldly power once again
because His kingdom “is
not of this world.”

I recall one of my
experiences in semester
3 where we had to design
a robot for a particular
subject module. Now, the
first step in making a robot
is to get a fully functional
circuit board. | remember
how discouraged | was
when many other groups
got their circuit boards
working and a sub-unit
in our one, one of the
motors drivers, refused
to function. Without this,
only one motor could
be driven and the board
would largely be useless. Try as we
might, we couldn’t find what was actually
wrong with the circuit and neither did it
work even after replacing the IC twice. |
remember in those days studying about
how Jesus turned water into wine and
fed 5000 people — could God make our
dysfunctional electronic unit in the circuit
board work? | prayed one day telling God
that | would name the robot ‘Miracle’ if
the circuit board actually worked. Well
one day after having replaced the IC for
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the 3rd time it did start working, even
though we still don’t exactly know why it
never worked initially — and so ‘Miracle’
she was! Although we faced problems
with almost every other unit, from the
line sensor to the servo to the IR sensors,
we ultimately did manage to make it into
the finals consisting of 16 teams.

What struck me about this passage of
Scripture was how the crowd initially
came after Him for what they saw but
latterly for only what they could get (6:26
“.you are looking for me,... because
you ate the loaves and had your fill.”).
Yes, they wanted the physical bread He
could give them, but they didn’t seem
to have wanted Him! We too face this
temptation — that of merely making Jesus
a convenience, only to be approached at
exam times etc. Do we ultimately miss the
point? Miss Him and knowing Him by just
coming after Him for what we can get.
When Jesus finally orders His disciples to
go over to the other side of the lake they
face rough waters and strong winds in low
visibility— a very precarious position to be
in, in the natural. But the safest place to
be in is right at the centre of God’s will for
your life! (Safety not as the world defines
it but rather a safety of living within God’s
purpose)

- Dilranjan Wickramasuriya [SCFUM]
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SCFUM continues to meet regularly on
Thursdays. During the past couple of
months we felt that it was necessary to
have some focus in what we were studying
each month and have looked at topics like
Witnessing, Mission and the Sermon on
the Mount. Students also conduct studies
and we are looking at the book of
James currently. In
order to add

variety we also

watched a few films during
fellowship time, with students themselves
bringing a laptop and speakers and hope to
continue this in future.

We thank God that we have been able to use
our notice board as a means of ‘engaging
with’ issues facing us. As a number of
student deaths occurred recently and as a
callous disregard for nature and wildlife in
general became visible to a certain extent in
society (resulting in the spread of dengue,
escalation of human-elephant conflict etc.)
we put up 2 articles on the issue of ‘Death’
and ‘Our Environment’ from a Christian
viewpoint. The articles were written and
translated by our students. Furthermore
since students on campus were known to
watch a lot of movies, we took this as a
point of establishing contact and initiating
conversations with them. We have put up
2 movie reviews (‘Kung Fu Panda 2’ and
‘Gamani’) on the notice board and shared
on Facebook as well to facilitate an online
discussion on the issues which surfaced.
Responses have been encouraging. We also
have asked a few of our batchmates to have
a look at our notice board articles as to what
they think of them. We have been able to
initiate a few conversations with them
based on this.

We were also able to re-establish contact
with people in the Blind Colony located in
front of the university after about 2 years.

We visit the 2 inmates living there, sing
hymns, pray and help bring some joy into
their lives, whom not many visitors come
to see — and yes, even celebrated an 87th
birthday there!

Individual growth of students has been
a challenge facing SCFUM — primarily
attributed to a lack of reading. However, we
made use of the ‘Trade-Union Action time’
to encourage juniors to read and efforts
have proved successful. We also went and
watched a movie recently as a fellowship

in order to bond together with each
other.

In the past, a stronger connection
had been present between the
Catholic Union and SCFUM, with
Catholic students coming for our
bible studies. This contact had
been lost for some time and
we thought of re-establishing
it again to create unity between
both groups on campus. We did speak to
them recently regarding this and they have
shown an interest in it. They plan on coming
to a bible study conducted by one of our
lecturers in October. Please do pray that this
will succeed in what we hope to see.

We were unable to meet in university as a
fellowship for almost two months due to the
strike of the academic staff. Starting from the
month of August we again started to meet
regularly as a fellowship. We started a new
series on the “Gospel of John”, using the
book “Discovering Jesus” authored by Ada
Lum. The initial study was led by Yohan aiya,
where he encouraged the students to lead
the studies. As all the fellowship members
were interested in discussing scripture
in-depth, we started meeting on both
Mondays and Wednesdays. We normally
have the Bible studies on Wednesdays
and have discussions (discussing how each
applied the last study he / she attended &
planning future activities) and a prayer time
on Mondays. Though the attendance was
good we were not able to do so for a long
time as the students of both Management
Faculty and Science Faculty started their
examinations. We are thankful to God
for enabling the students to make time to
attend on both days on a regular basis and
look forward to continue this through His
grace.

Meeting in university as trios was not
successful as we thought, but we’re
working on it. Please pray for this, as we
think it would be helpful in developing close
bonds among our fellowship students. We
had a prayer evening on the 17th July at
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Moratuwa, where we mainly prayed for a
member who had to undergo a surgery and
for his healing and almost all our members
participated for this. Four members
from our fellowship participated at the
pre-university student program, which was
held on August 31st at FOCUS office, where
we were able to get the contact details of a
pre-university student. Please pray that God
would stir her spirit to join us in the future.

We hope to meet again as we planned,
starting from the month of October (though
almost all students will start their vacation).
We also hope to discuss on what we can
do during Christmas time to reach out to
other students in university as a fellowship
during this period. As our fellowship is not
registered this would be a challenge, and
therefore we need your prayers to make
this a success. Though we have quite a lot of
challenges we are confident as a fellowship
that “He who has begun a good work” in
Jayewardenepura fellowship “will complete
it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians
1:6).

There are about fifteen students in the
group that has been brought together.
Graduates and students are gathering for
prayers in different times & places. Last
month (September) we were unable to
meet together due to the exams & different
schedules in their time-tables. Anyhow
five students could have a meeting with
Pahee at campus on 30th of September.
In this meeting students shared their
obstacles to run their fellowship activities
regularly. Finally a strong decision was
taken by participants to start our prayer
meeting again. According to this plan we
plan to have a small group meeting in our
campus premises at 12.30pm to 1.30pm
on Mondays. Vasantharaj who is acting as
president of this group has just graduated
so please pray for us as we seek a new
leader with a small committee to run our
fellowship in an effective way.

Prayer Requests

e  Pray for the regular prayer meeting —
that it should take place without any
interruption.

e  Pray for Jegatheeswaran who is willing
to take on the leadership.

e Pray for Vashantharaj who has just
graduated that he will get a suitable
job.

e Pray for the students who want to
attend the meetings regularly.

e Pray for providing a staff worker for
Batticaloa.

e Pray for the relationship between
graduates and students.



During the past few months at the faculty
we were mainly trying to get together
as a fellowship body trying to share our
experience and know the calling and the
responsibility we have in our academic life in
terms of our faith. Our fellowship had 3 first
year students from the faculty and we met
regularly, mostly on a weekly basis to pray.
These times especially at the beginning of
our academic life in the university proved to
be a great strength to all of us, as entering
a state university and getting accustomed
was a whole new experience plus a great
challenge to all of us.

WehadaBible studyseriesfromthe book Thy
Kingdom come by Vinodh Ramachandran
done by aunty Savithri and Yohan aiya who
came to the faculty, and some students
from the Kelaniya University also joined
us for some of these studies. We were
able to discuss many issues that we would
be grappling in our relative disciplines as
students and was also challenged to think in
more deep and logical terms of our faith and
the allegiance we have to God as believers
who will make his kingdom be reflected in
earth. In this coming year we hope and aim
to conduct our prayer meetings and the
studies, getting together with the students
from the University of Kelaniya.

Prayer Requests

e  Please pray for our fellowship that we
would always bear the responsibility
and the calling we have as students in
our universities and would be faithful
toit.

e Please pray for the wisdom and
strength of God to be upon all our
members as we aim to share and reach
for more members.

e Pray for the academic staff both at
the faculty of Medicine and in the
University of Kelaniya that we would
find the support of them in all that
we carry out, especially from the GCF
members .

We believe that God’s hand was there upon
us in all that we did during the past year
and we aim to extend the ministry with the
support of FOCUS realizing the liability and
being accountable to our calling during our
campus life.

We praise God that our students were
able to contact freshers even before they
come to University. Pray for these young
people that they will adapt into this new
environment; that they will grow in faith
with an open heart and will be challenged

to follow Him more dearly and serve Him
with all that they are during their student
days. Pray also that God will use them in
mighty way to witness to their batch mates
and friends during their years in university.

Pray for Kolitha, their staff worker that
he will nurture these students in order
that they will become graduates who as
children of God will serve society and seek
to transform their society in keeping with
God’s kingdom.

We are planning to have an orientation
programme in October on the Poya day.
And pray for us as seniors to welcome
them into the fellowship, and help them to
understand the student ministry.

After the trade union action of staff the
University reopened with exams. Still some
batches have their exams. After exams some
batches have started their new semester
while some of us have vacation & training.
Due to these varied schedules we are
unable to continue our fellowship activities
consistently in the last two to three months.
But thank God we have been able to start a
new Tamil bible study at Wijewardane hall
during these days. University reopens for all
batches only in November.

Pray for us to continue His work in the
university in an effective way in this new
semester.

Pray that we will be able to give time to
each other and build up strong friendships
with each other even though we come from
very different backgrounds. Pray that we
will consider differences not as a hindrance
but as our strength.

Pray for practices and planning for the
Christmas program we are going to have in
December.

Pray for Shalani (Dental), Udara (Arts) &
Vennila (Science) who are finishing their
students days at Pera. Thank God for all the
work they did for the vineyard of Him during
their student days. Pray for their future life
decisions.

New batch has come to the university.
University will start for other batches in mid
October. Pray for contacts of new students.
We are planning to have our camp from the
28th to 30th Oct. Pray for the camp venue,
speakers & all others plans we have to do.

Pray for Sathyan & Shan who is taking the
leadership in the fellowship. Pray for the
wisdom they need to lead His work in the
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Pray for our new VC & administrative
people.

Pray for Ruban, a Christian university staff
member who helps us in our fellowship
work.

In our university outsiders can’t come in &
meet any students. Pray that the situation
will change with the new administration and
then we can invite FOCUS staff members &
other FOCUS friends to come and help us in
our work.

Pray for God’s guidance to register our
fellowship as a society in the university.
Thank God for Kosala who took the
leadership from the very beginning of this
work. Kosala, Dinushi, Lyon are all finishing
their students days at Uva Wellassa. Pray
for their future lives. Pray for God’s blessing
to continue things God has started in their
lives during their student days.

We thank God for his guidance & provision
for this quarter. God helped us to find some
new students in our university. Within the
fellowship one to one student interaction
is well. Any how some new students show
their enthusiasm in this ministry. We thank
God for these students. As usual two
Hindu students are coming for our meeting
regularly. We had to reduce the two
meetings as one per week because of the
busy schedule of lectures & few number of
students attending the meetings. Medical
students & Fine Arts students are joining
with the other students on Tuesdays. We
got some new contacts of the students who
have already registered too.

We had our poya-day programs once in a
month. We use the university chapel for
our Poya — Day programs. We thank God
for the Tamil graduates who came to Jaffna
& provided us some teaching. Noel Anna &
his wife Gnani Akka taught us about Work
in Christian perspective & Decision Making
in July. Sumanthiran Anna talked on How
to Walk with Bible in terms of our present
Careers & Life style, Shathy Anna & his
wife Rusira Akka shared about Christian
Leadership & University Ministry in August.
In September, Solomon Anna and his wife
Theepa Akka had along discussion with uson
their testimonies about how to implement
our Christian faith & commitment in our
University life. Apart from these people
Jesurani Akka & her husband who came
from Trincomalee met few of our students
& encouraged them with their experiences
of their University life & testimonies. All of
our students were blessed by all of these
teachings & testimonies.

Cont. pg 28...



Normally we used to hold our annual
camp in November but this time we have
planned to change it to Batticaloa. Anyhow
it depends on convenience of the students
& possibility. Some of our senior students
have already left from their responsibilities
so our fellowship is struggling without
student leadership. We believe that God will
arise some committed student leaders from
our fellowship as usual.

We thank God for...

e His leading & providing the needs of
our fellowship throughout this quarter.

e The new students who just jointed with
us.

e The teachings which were given to us.

e  People who minister to us.

e People who pray & help our ministry.

e  Graduate support.

e Our young graduate Sevachandran got
a suitable job.

Pray for....

e Pray the students who are in our
fellowship. They are regular for the
meetings and much involved in our
ministry.

e Pray for the Graduates who passed out
recently and want to get suitable jobs.
(Nagenthira, Loshana and Daisy)

e Pray for the burden of the gospel
should be planted in each & every
student’s heart.

e  Pray for corparate witness should be
seen in our fellowship.

If undelivered, please return to:

FOSUS

e  Pray for girls to take responsibility in
the fellowship.

e  Pray for the forthcoming camp which
we planned to hold in Batticaloa.

e Pray for the students who are already
in the leadership should be committing
themselves toward this ministry.

e Pray for new student leaders to be
created by God.

Over the last 9 months UCCF has been
focusing primarily on increasing its
membership. Currently however we feel
that we have a fairly substantial number
of members. We thank God for each and
every member who is part of the fellowship.
The challenge before us therefore is to
nurture new members and encourage
them to be more Christ-like. We request
prayer for much in fulfilling this task.

UCCF is still in the process of obtaining
permission to place prayer boxes in each
of the different canteens within the
university. Unfortunately delays have
been caused due to red tape. We urge you
to pray that permission will be granted
speedily. We pray that God will use us
mightily to help our fellow under graduates
in their times of need through prayer.

Fellowship  members are  regularly
encouraged to speak about their faith with
non-Christian friends. It’s heartening to see
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God creating opportunities for members to
speak about their faith. We request that you
pray that God will present us with more and
more opportunities with our non-Christian
friends, please pray that we will have the
courage to grab such opprtunities.

As a fellowship we are encouraged to
note that some members are making
tough decisions in attempts to apply
their faith. One member declined to
accept a job as she was not comfortable
with the ethics of the job on offer

One of the issues within campus that we are
burdened for is the condition of the Cultural
Centre. It is intended to be a place where
students may develop their aesthetic skills.
Unfortunately due to much lethargy (we
feel) on the part of those who work there the
Cultural Centre is not fully equipped to meet
its goal. Many of our members feel the need
to develop the Cultural Centre in order that
all under graduates at UOC may be given a
better opportunity to develop the aesthetic
gifts that God has blessed them with.

In addition to fellowship meetings on
Mondays there is also a Tamil and Sinhala
bible study being conducted simultaneously
under the leadership of Yashi and Dilanka.
Currently there are 4-5 students attending
each of these bible studies. We pray that
God would use these bible studies to reach
out to the majority of students who are
comfortable in the vernacular.



