Quite the hesitant leader as | am, | have truly experienced God
working in unbelievable ways during the past two months and
can testify to what | was told by Buddhika Hapuwatte “God works
with our weaknesses, all He need is a willing heart” Now looking
back at that scary Easter evening when the decision was made as
to who is going to be the next NSE chair, | could say that it was a
life changing Easter.

This issue of SCOPE that is in your hands would not have been a
reality if not for Devdun Kariyawasam (UCCF) who designed it
despite  his  commitments to  his ~church  and
academic schedules. In addition | thank God for the
blessings He has bestowed wupon the students in
articulating their thoughts in to words as | see an increasing in
the number of articles in Tamil and Sinhala. | pray that God would
use them in His ministry in the university and.in the wider church.

June 2012

I would be failing my duty if | do not thank Buddhika who has been
there throughout the process of designing. | have been supported
also by others in Staff, GCF and NSE who have been so patient with
my bothering to get articles and proof read.
This issue of SCOPE mainly looks back at the last six months
and shares experience of the different stakeholders of FOCUS
ministry.Welookbackrefilectively andjoyfullyonthevariousstudent
retreats, fellowship activities, and our journeys together both
physically and spiritually. This issue also books days in your
calendar for GCF camp and AGM. It is our prayer and our desire
that as you read this issue of SCOPE you will commit to pray for this
ministry and find in it some spiritual resources for your own
journey of faith.

Tiyani Rodrigo (NSE Chairperson 2012/13)
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From the Council!!
Board Consultation Program

The Board Consultation organised by IFES was held
in the month of Janurary in the beautiful and cold
hill countryside of Nepal. Daniel Bourdane, the
General Secretary of IFES was present with us as the main
facilitator. The program wascomprehensiveand especially
highlighted the importance of spending time
on strategic thinking and new idea generation
along with other feduciary tasks of a council. The
sessions held on the relationship between board and
GS was found important since the FOCUS concil was
going through a transitional phase from a period where
we functioned without a GS to having a GS. We thank
the FOCUS council for nominating us and encouraging
graduates who are members of governing bodies,
Christian organisations or otherwise, to be a witness in
the boards they serve by bringing in the principals of
Governance  laid down in  the  Bible.
Sachindra Samararatne ( Council member )
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Priya Kornalees (JUSCF)
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The Church that I attend in
Sydney...

My name is Senthil. We (My wife Menaka and our children
Michael and Angel) live in Sydney, Australia. I was at the Pera
E’Faculty during May 1990- July 1994, and was a part of the
Pera DC.

I was blessed by the FOCUS student ministry, and I thank
God for the staff workers and the students who were around
at that time.

Hebrews 10: 25

“Let us hold unswervingly to
the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful. And let
us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love ff
and good deeds, not giving up i
meeting together, as some are Jf
in the habit of doing, but en- | ;
couraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day ap-
proaching”

Being part of a fellowship is one
of God’s chosen ways to help us
grow in him. The Bible tells us about encouraging each other,
as we see the day approaching.

When I moved to Sydney the Lord led us to a beautiful
Christian fellowship, which was just down the road from
where we lived. Since then we have been part of this church
and the Lord has helped us grow closer to Him.

The church that I attend is a small church with people from
different cultures.  Apart from the Australians there are
people who are from Sierra Leone, China, Korea, India, the
Pacific Islands and Sri Lanka.God helps us to love and care
for one and another, forgive one another and to consider
others better than ourselves.There is neither Jew nor
Gentile.... you are all one in Christ Jesus.
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This Church has been for me a first hand experience to see how
the Lord brings into his kingdom people from all nations, we
realize how great our God is and that He is in control. Some of
our members had gone through many traumatic situations and
praise the Lord for His mercy in their lives.

I have enjoyed the clarity in the preaching of God’s word, the
openness to the Lord’s ways and the freedom to love and serve
the Lord.We are encouraged to depend on the Holy Spirit to
help us in everything we do in serving Jesus our Lord. We have
been encouraged to seek and to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit
to bless the congregation. It could
be a word of encouragement or
prophecy or praying for healing for
someone.

By the grace of God I help with
| the Children’s church (very
regularly), leading worship
(occasionally), preaching (a few
times) and a fortnightly mid-week
prayer (very regularly).

Being a  part of  this
congregation we also  help
with the maintenance of the

church and premises around.This includes cleaning and
vacuuming the church and mowing the lawn. I have been part
of the vacuuming team and the lawn mowing team; my family
and I have learnt to give up some of our time to do these tasks.
In whatever we do we learn to do it for the glory of God.

We have however struggled with mission and outreach work.
But many a time God has given us the chance to minister to
people who visited our church.

Let us seek the Lord and love Him with all our strength and
let the Lords love flow through us. Jesus is Lord. Amen.

Senthilnathan .
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Musings of a Camp Chair

Its been nearly two months since camp ended. As camp chair 1 can
honestly say that 1 was relieved when camp came to
an end. When Tiyani asked (bothered seems more
fitting) to write about my experience at camp 1 felt it
would be easier for me to write about my experience
taking on leadership in preparing for camp.

1t began at the leadership retreat, where after ignoring
hint after hint after hint from Buddhika, he finally asked
me out right and 1 grudgingly conceded. In retrospect 'm
glad he asked and 'm glad 1 agreed to being the Camp
Chair-person.

The camp committee was appointed (1 thank God for that committee). ~ We
got to work. We first decided to pray Wednesday mornings at 6.30 at office. This
move seemed to increase our workload because the Lord never seems to answer
your prayers as soon as you ask. 1 think He likes to
give us scares to remind us that He is in control and
not us.

After starting to pray, the camp sites became an
issue for us. One site (Rathnasisiri Wickramanay-
ake Centre- 1 wouldn't go there again if 1 were you)
agreed on the days we asked for at a reasonable
rate. We agreed to go on a particular Saturday and |
have a look at the place. After trudging up hills and §
through tea plantations we had to circle the whole
camp site looking for the caretaker. HE.WAS. NOT.
THERE. Later on when we tried to visit the place
again they informed us that they were closed for the avurudu week
forwhich camp had been scheduled.

So with about a month and a half to go 1 was very angry and very
worried. We didn’t have a camp site and with such little time and
most places being closed over the avurudu week things were getting &
scary. We continued to meet on a weekly basis to pray. It's amazing -8
how God found us the camp site at Ape Kedella. 1t was last on a list”
that we made with aunty Savithri’s help. So with about a month to
gowe at least now had a camp site.

There were problems with camp dates as well. For one thing it was the avurudu
week. Secondly, our blessed academics strike had ruined our academic time table
and some students had exams on the day before camp. Therefore it became hard
for us to decide when to start camp. Transport back would also be a problem
because of avurudu. Plus, because avurudu was over a long weekend many
students had planned to go on trips with their families. Again God gave us the
wisdom in selecting camp dates that would allow as many students as possible to
come on camp at such a messy time of the year.

Praise and worship was a bundle of fun that 1 fortunately had delegated to
Ruth. She had quite a dance calling different fellowships, bothering them inces-
santly, stressing herself out trying to get the 6 or 7 worship sessions on camp
done in a way that would allow those on camp to truly worship God during
camp. The exams again really muddied things for her with fellowships unsure of
whether or not they are coming on camp let alone lead worship. A couple of
fellowships that agreed to do praise and worship had to pull out last minute due to
members in their fellowship being unable to come on camp. God ironed these
tensions out albeit a little late. Ayomi Marshall of the University of ] ‘Pura was
bullied into doing one session of worship, while students from Pera, Uva and

Batti agreed toconductthe ﬁnatworship sessiononcamp aﬁer
arriving at the camp site. I'm gratefut to God that the
sessions of worsh'qo camp while not toetng through the roof

allowed students the opportunity to praise

and worship God.

o]

ut  everything was not always ) Pl
probtematic.Ourspeakers“Prof."Premand '.
! rof, Amal did a reatty goodjob with the ‘

sessions. The fact that the same speaker

 that camp was not otisjointeot but that

there was conherence ﬁ'om one session to the next. The
students learned much. 'm sure God'’s hand was atwork
when picktng these two gentlemen because they reatty did make a big
dtﬁference on camp.

I'm also going to take this opportunity to thank those peopte (other than the
committee) who made camp a success. A toig thank youtoA. Savithri who came
on camp even though she had Just returned ﬁ'om a trip overseas. She was
instrumental in hetp ing us ﬁnot a camp site. | remember on the day before she
tg‘t the country she sent me a message with details of a camp site. This was
reatty cool because she hadn’t forgotten us in the middle of all her packing etc.
Thank you to Yo han aiya, Kolitha aiya and Pahee anna who worked hard
together in encouraging students to come on camp, bothertng speakers to send
in their notes, translating those notes and encouraging us in many ways before
and on camp.

The speakers obviously —“prof” Prem and Prof. Amal- for being there
throughout camp and conotucting the morning sessions

We were also happy to see graduates come on camp. Uncle Sathi
& Miss. Rushira, Uncle Shantha and farnity, Aunty Caroline,
Sachi and Nilusha, Sabby, Radhika, Daisy, Dr. Ruwan and Aunty
Natasha. Thank you for taking the time to come and spenot time
;, with us on camp. 1t made camp a little move diverse gC nothtng
3 else .

A thank you to Joanna also who organized graduates to pray for
L Lcamp. She asked me for updates and camp time tables so she
could circulate it among the mail list. We are gratefut for all the

D rayersfor camp.

F'Lnatty ...... a DESPERATE ptea for a donation in some sort towards
camp. We are still short of cash. We are ptanning ajumbte sale but even that
won't be able to cover the costs and camp. The students are still in debt to

FOCUS. 1t would be reatty apprectated for any contribution made!

—-Alark Scnubeyt----
Camyp Chaie- BCCR
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It was indeed a wonderful experience that
I got the opportunity to participate in the
FOCUS national camp in 2012.Last year
this time, I was still wondering “ How could
I miss such a wonderful camp, leaving half
way through the camp in Jaffna, to Colombo
due to my commitment at work. Therefore, I
thought this time I am not going to miss a single
moment of fun at the camp, and already made
the right precautions in advance that I would stay
for the whole camp.

When Mark announced that we are going to travel by
train from Colombo to Madampe, the excitement was
more enthralling since I had never been on the train
route from Colombo towards the Puttalam direction.
When I met the FOCUS Students at the Fort railway
station, the

excitement had already begun. It was also nice to
see some new, but familiar faces whom I got quickly friendly with
during the train ride.

Starting off in the campsite, the fun began with cricket playing.
Seeing a huge play ground in front of us was like an oasis to the
sportsmen and women of FOCUS . All 4 days we were enjoying
ourselves playing the gentleman’s game and also the national sport of
Sri Lanka, Volleyball, which was also a time of excitement and a time
to build solid friendships.
Another aspect that I admired about this camp was that the sessions
were touching and inspirational. Specially learnt about the true
sacrifice of a Called Christian through the story of Ida Scudder, the
doctor lady who came to India for missionary work and through her
“3 knocks on the door” experience. The next evening session was
more educational and helpful for me to realize that I must get out
from the shame oriented culture to be more guilt oriented and
also to keep a mix of the 2 aspects of the cultures. These lessons
will be surely remembered in my heart for the rest of my life.
FOCUS national camp was another huge

% opportunity for me to break the
language barrier and to talk with the
fellowship students from Jaffna and
Batticaloa. Breaking the barrier
of the language was important
and speaking with them in slow |

English made it work.
Even though some
of them might not be

present in the next
F O C U §
national camp, or I might not keep
in touch with them due to their
absence on Facebook or email, the
memories of meeting Christian
students from the other corner of the
island will be not be forgotten. This is
indeed a memory for me to cherish.

We were also able to have a great

campfire [Though last minute
prep- aration] and to display our talents
and to share the testimonies. The other aspect of

the campfire that I enjoyed the most is that we were able to
bucket both Mark [Camp Chair] and Chrishy [UCCF-former
president] which we would all not forget.

Another thing that I realize looking at some of the participants of
the FOCUS camp including myself, is that the 2nd generation of
the cornerstones of FOCUS have already begun to play their role

| in their respective universities/institutes. Pranjeevan, Ashwin,

Daniella,Lakshitha & Myself are some of us whose parents are also
members of the GCE. I used to think about the time that we meet on
GCF camps when we were small kids. The same kids have now grown
up and now playing their roles here in FOCUS to build the kingdom
of God.This is an amazing truth which we saw on camp.

Finally I want to thank God for this wonderful opportunity that I was
able to participate throughout this FOCUS National camp 2012 and
to gain a heap of knowledge together with meeting many new and old
friends .Hopefully next year we would be able to have a more exciting

camp than this.

Punartha
Perera, UCCF!
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The National Camp
FOCUS was held from 10th - 14th
April at Ape Kedella, Madampe:
The theme for this camp was “A
community called in context”- Many , <&
\
interesting topics were discussed

in detail regarding the above theme ‘\E
which helped us to understand our d ‘

mission as university students-The
speakers were also effective: This
was my first FOCUS camp and

ellenemum B BapFS meulilsBE&L, @Ule)] shlLSBEGD, SHGLIL, many  new  friendships were
GolWemBaFSHel,  FIILTG  FHssl  Fpluns im'[? made at the camp which | will
QHHBHMD OBOD UTITL L SHHDHHDHMUI  AHDLOHBHSHI. e IZ " ! . IF
r : cheris or e rest o
LDTENI6MITEEThEE EHBBB6D, Q,"]@Loanmu f t n t .

i S s, S irst FOCUS national my e o s a
FnlgUl DIEEEY BLSBUILILL S cam memorable
e agm@m% Gﬁgm&& p experience since
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situations many of us faced. Overall the FOCUS
camp of 2012 was a
particularly enriching experience for me where |
was able to make a lot of new friends and take

tian univer-
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thanks go te Yohan and unty Savithi fou thein Address - Fellowship Of Christian University

Godly guidance to me as well as evenyone else Students
25A, Waidya Road, Dehiwela.

Tel : 0112726246/07772888208
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“I was able to participate in the leadership
retreat in Nation builders Association camp
site, Kundasale. I liked Prof. Priyan’s session
which led me to think about leadership
qualities such as identifying peer’s talents
and strengthening to build on them and
invitation to ministry themed” just come
and see” as if Jesus called peter and Andrew
for the ministry”

Sanka Peiris
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Thivanka Munasinghe

SCFUM

«

FOCUS organised a
Leadership Retreat for members of the different
university fellowships- The retreat was held from the
20-22nd of January this year at Kithu Sevana- The
retreat addressed issues relating to being formed
by the Bible, accountability groups, discipleship and
discipling others- The sessions on being formed
by the Bible and on accountability groups, were
particularly challenging: The latter were done by Ajith
Fernando, and showed us how important they are for
Christian growth- In the former, Yohan pointed out
how we don’t let our experiences of God, and his
instructions to us change us as individuals- For
example, after a Bible study or sermon on giving
thanks in all circumstances, we tend to thank God
for things for a while: But then, after some time, we
forget about what we learnt and go back to how we
were before: In short - we do not
allow Scripture to make us thankful
people: We thank the speakers for
their time, and would especially like to
thank Aunty Savithri and Yohan for
organising the retreat and for their
never-failing patience with us, as they
guide us into knowing Christ better-
Saryayan Rajasinghem (UCCF)

Leadership camp
held at Kithusewana was my
first camp to which I was able to
participate within the first two years of
my university life. I thank God for all the
wonderful experiences I gained through this
camp. Meeting new students from the
Colombo region and spending time with
them was a great blessing. It was
wonderful to see how all these students
have chosen to lead their lives in each
of their respective professions while
finding God’s presence and God’s will in *
them. Another new thing I learnt was
how to read the Bible and understand
it within the context it was written. I
think this made a great impact on my
daily devotion as I tried to look through
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God’s word not only at its literal meaning
but also into its contextual meaning.
Therefore I feel that the leadership camp
made a great impact on my life and it was
a time of reflecting God’s presence and
God’s will in my life.
Sulakshana Fernando
(Kelaniya)

leadership camp
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Sureka Kulas
JUSCF
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Greetings to all in the blessed name of Jesus
Christ. There are about fifteen students in our
fellowship now. We are gathering for meetings
in three different places. Outstation students are
gathering for prayers & bible study on Fridays. A
room was given by university for this purpose.
We are conducting another meeting for
medical & nursing students at the medical
faculty on Mondays. HCEF people are also
involved in this meeting. Dr. Angela & Dr.
Grace are attending this meeting regularly. We
have been using a room with the university’s
permission for our gathering but recently
university asked us to leave the room without
providing us an alternate place. Now we have
planned to gather for prayers in the medical hos-
tel.

Our staft worker & his wife regularly visit the fine
arts college& meet some students there.Given
the increasing number of students here, we have
planned to start a new meeting for those students
soon.

We thank for.....

+God’s leading & provision for last three months.
«Staff worker for EUSCF

+The new students who joined with us recently.
+The students who took responsibilities.

Pray for....

+The students who want to participate at the
meetings actively.

«Renewal of the yearly registration of EUSCE.
sRegular attendanceof the new students.
«Support of the graduates who are in Batticaloa.
+The new meeting which we have planned.
oIncreasing the Batti-based students’ contribu-
tion in our fellowship.

JPURA

Our Jpura FOCUS fellowship
currently consists of about 15 students
& they represent most of the faculties.
Weekly meetings are conducted on
Tuesday’s from 12.10pm - 12.55pm.
Ayomi was appointed to lead our
fellowship at the start of the semester
& please pray that God would give
her the strength to lead our fellowship
successfully.

The main event that we
organized last year was our Christmas
program. We visited a child detention
centre in Ranmuthugala on the 10th of
December 2011. It was an

amazing experience as we were able
to spend some quality time with these
children. We were able to talk to them
about their problems inside that camp
as well as give them some Christmas
gifts & some refreshments. Finally
we prayed for them and they were
over joyed to talk to our fellowship
members & for the lovely gifts
that they received. It was truly a
heartwarming experience for all of us
& we hope to continue these kinds of
programs to bring glory to God.

Weekly studies & prayer times are
conducted by the leadership group
of our fellowship. Mainly our prayer
times and studies are focused on
work, violence in universities, quiet
times as well as general problems.

YoeE

UCCEF has had a fairly good year so far. We
had new members join us at the end of last
year and their commitment to UCCF has
grown steadily over these past months. The
rest of our members have continued to be
regular participants in all our activities.
Fellowship meetings were held weekly on
Mondays and we met to pray on Thursdays
(although this prayer time was stopped for

a couple of months). The meetings have
proved to be enriching in terms of discussion,
bible-studying and worshipping God as a
community. The prayer time has helped
us sensitize ourselves to the needs of our
university and has helped us to see the need
to be involved in our campus.

Our newest venture has been to conduct our
meetings in Sinhala and Tamil instead of
only in English. We feel that our witness in
university must be one that reaches everyone
who needs it and that it requires us to create
an environment that will allow anyone to feel
at home within the fellowship.

Please pray:

. that we will continue to
challenge ourselves and to allow ourselves
to be utilized fully by God

. that we will be able to
identify and reach out to people who are
searching for God

. for the core, as they learn to lead
the bible studies, discussions and prayer

times




that we face as Christian univer-
sity students. Many issues were
discussed during these studies. Suc-
cessful discussions and prayers led to
understanding more about Christ
during these studies. We started
a monthly prayer meeting at each
of our fellowship members house
mainly aiming to improve the bond
between us. The first program was
held at Ayomi’s place and it proved to
be a success. Please pray that we could
continue this throughout the year.

One of the major challenges that our
tellowship faces at the moment is
that FOCUS is not registered at our
university. Only two Christian groups
are allowed to operate officially and
both those slots have been taken. This

book of James.
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organized by
the other activities we've engaged in. New
students across
fellowship during the last few months & it is
encouraging to see them being actively involved in

is a major obstacle as we cannot use
the name of our university for any
fund raising activity for our programs
since we operate unofficially. An-
other problem has been finding new

fellowship members. This is slowly
becoming a serious issue since most
of the 4th years would be leaving
next year and because of this the
continuity of our fellowship is under
serious threat. Please pray for our fel-
lowship so that we may resolve these
issues successfully and continue to
glorify God’s name as the fellowship
of the University of Sri Jayawarde-
napura.

May God Bless You!!!

SCRUM

We’ve continued to meet regularly on Thursdays for our
fellowship meetings where we’ve looked at areas such as
salvation & deeds, tithes, Nicodemus & also managed
to have follow up discussions on what we learnt in the
poyaday programs. Students conducted studies on the

For last Christmas, we made & shared a video
reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas, where
we tried to address a few misconceptions among the
general public with regards to the festive season.
We also raised a few questions related to violence
within universities, wastage of food & our lack of
appreciation towards the “not so prominent” people in
our universities.

Also we were able to restart the fellowship lunch
time, which has given us an opportunity to build up
friendship within the fellowship & are hoping to
use this time to interact with students who are not
so regular in attending our fellowship meetings.

Leadership retreat, national camp & the walk

the blind school are among

all three faculties joined our

fellowship activities. One main priority of SCFUM for

"2

the next few months is to be more visible within the
university & pray that God would open up
options so that we could interact & engage in more
meaningful conversations & activities with our non
Christian friends. Among other plans are to meet for
weekly prayers & continue to build stronger bonds with
the Catholic Union.

While we praise & thank God for His blessings upon
our fellowship, please continue to pray that He would

strengthen & guide us during the coming months as we
continue being His witnesses within the university.

Prayer diary

e

NSE - Monday
eThank God for the NSE (National
Student Executive) representativeswho
have taken up national responsibilities,
and being committed to God in all the
activities carried out in the national level.
Mossesruben and Joni — EUSCF
Jositha Kandasamy &Thujeevan Jeyaraj —
JUSCF
Deeksha  Hapugoda and  Sandesh
Fernando - Jpura Core
Jerald Townly and Menura Perera -
Peradeniya DC
Pranjeevan Kulasingham and Lakshitha
Fernando - SCFUM
Dilanka Fernando and Sushmitha
Thayanadan- UCCF
Joel Ebenesan — UwaWellasa
«Guidance as the NSE leads the nation-
al ministry in the Sri Lankan university
system.
*God would work through the contacts
we have made in different universities for
establishment of a Christian witness in
Universities where there is no group of
Christians meeting together
+God would go with the new entrants to
the leadership camps organized by the
government and that He would be their
strength and courage in facing challenges
and being a witness in a difficult environ-
ment.
«New entrants to universities would
be welcomed and accepted by the
seniors in universities and not be
subject to ragging that is fearful.

Fellowships (see details in

tellowship news) - Tuesday
oThank God for the leaders of every
fellowship, who have made the deci-
sion to serve the Lord despite academic
schedules and other commitments

«God would raise future
leaders who would be willing to take up
responsibilities

oFellowship members will be able to
experience the support for one another as
they learn to make Jesus the Lord of every
part of their lives.

oFellowship members to pray for and
show concern for the well-being of
students outside their fellowship



«Each fellowship will be able to testify
to the Kingdom of God within their
university environment.

Academic and Non Academic staft

- Wednesday
oThank God for the services that staff
render to the students and further
education in Sri Lanka.
oFor a reasonable resolution for their
concerns and demands that has been
the reason for strike action by both the
academic and non-academic staff over
the last year.
*God would give the academics needed
wisdom in delivering their lectures and
they would act responsibly.
*God would be with all the Christian
academics as they make an impact
on the lives of many undergraduates
and as they face different issues like
strikes so that they will be perceived
as men and women who serve the
student ~and tertiary  academic
community

FOCUS staff - Thursday

+We thank God for the committed staff
that is involved in nurturing us and
conducting various in-depth bible
studies encouraging us to shift our
boundaries and do the uncomfortable.

oPray that God would continue to bless
them and encourage them in doing
the best for the work of the Lord as the
Harvest is plentiful but workers are little.

Council - Friday
oThat God would be with the Council
members as they give of their time, lead
the ministry and make policy decisions
for FOCUS.

Similar student movements and

IFES - Saturday

oThank God for the Christian
communities placed in the universities
all over the world and the ability to be in
contact with them.

oPray that God would work in the
universities around the world through
these movements.

University system - Sunday

oThank God for the free university
education we receive.
*God’s mighty hand would be upon the
minister of higher education and all
those in power in making decisions for
the university system.
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JUSCE

We thank God for his guidance and
provision during the last six months.
We have a new staff worker who works
alongside us on a part time basis,
Thusiraj. God opened our eyes to some
new students in our university. We
are increasing our one to one student
interaction as well and some of these
new students show their enthusiasm
for this ministry. We meet regularly on
Tuesdays for our weekly meetings for
bible study, prayer and fellowship.

The new committee of JUSCF was
recently elected. We continue to
visit students regularly. 11 students
attended the National camp held
recently at Madampe We thank God for
the University chapel which we use for
special programs. We
also thank  God  for
graduates who came to Jaffna and
provided us with encouragement &
teaching and shared their experiences
of University life. Our students were
blessed by all the teaching and
testimonies.

Last month Sathi anna and Rushira
akka visited our fellowship students
and talked personally with some of us.
We are going to start English classes for
our fellowship students as this is a real
need among our students. Pray for us
as we plan our Poya Day Programmes,
starting from July 2012. We believe that
God will raise committed student lead-
ers from our fellowship.

Pray for:
Pray for our freshers who have just
joined our fellowship. Pray that they
will be regular at our meetings and will
become involved in our ministry.
Pray that the students who are in our
fellowship will understand the nature
of the University ministry and give
their time for regular meetings, meet
with one another and those outside the
fellowship.
Pray that there would be the burden of
the gospel that it should be planted in
each & every student's heart
Pray that as a fellowship we would be a
witness in the University
Pray for the student leaders that we have
now and that they will nurture anothe

generation of student leaders.
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RELAWITA, PAGULTT OF
MEDICINE BABAMA

During the past months what we have
mainly been doing is to have a time of
prayer within the faculty whenever it
was possible for the three of us to meet
together. Dr. Veerni from the Ragama
hospital joined us and we had Bible
studies with her at the faculty and we
tried to carry it on a weekly basis. Please
pray that we will be able to meet up on
a regular basis and be able to initiate a
proper Kelaniya University fellowship
along with our students in the main
Kelaniya University. Pray also that all of
us who are involved would feel a sense of
responsibility and a burden to carry out
the student ministry in our campus and

that we would be equipped to do so




FOCUS National Camp 2012

10th April 2012 was yet another busy day at the Fort railway sta-
tion with the New Year festival just round the corner. By about
12.45 p.m. most of the members from the Colombo, Moratuwa,
Jayawardenapura and Uva Wellassa and non state university had
arrived at the station. The slow train heading to Madampe left the
station at 1.10p.m. with all the excited campers.

After an enjoyable train journey, we arrived at the “Ape kedella”
campsite in Madampe. Situated in the middle of
a peaceful coconut plantation, it certainly was a
welcoming place and it immediately wiped away
my fears I had about what it was going to be for
the next 4 days.

Though I had been involved in the Jpura
fellowship activities for about 1 ¥ years, this was
the first camp organized by FOCUS which I was
attending. Personally I had compromised many
times about attending the camp since I didn’t
know most of the members of other fellowships
at that time. But the warmth and friendly smiles
of all the FOCUS members quickly changed my
idea about the camp.

Soon we were joined by our brothers and
sisters from Jaffna, Batticaloa and Peradendiya
fellowships and it was truly a wonderful feeling
to know that in all parts of our country, many
students are striving hard to shine their light for Jesus, in their
own special ways. We were encouraged by the witnesses of many
Christians who were enduring many hardships to stand up for
Jesus before a vast non-Christian majority.

The messages delivered at the camp by the speakers carried a lot
of depth and certainly were words from above. They brought up
many interesting discussions through which we were able to get
to know and understand the different ideas each person carried.
I must thank Prof. Amal Kumarage, Uncle Prem Kumar, Aunty
Savithri and Yohan Aiya for the great effort they had put in to
prepare the sessions for the camp.

With the aid of some of our very talented multi-lingual
campers,wewereabletoconverseandstrengthenourbondswitheach
other without making language a hindrance. Amidst the different
backgrounds, viewpoints and opinions we were able to bond
together as one family headed by Christ.

I must make mention of the camp chair, Mark (UCCF) and the
camp committee who put in a great amount of effort to make the
camp a success, not forgetting the GCF members who helped in
numerous ways.

The FOCUS national camp 2012 certainly was a blessing to my
life and I cherish all the fond memories and friendships created
at camp with thanks to God. I believe it was the same for all the
campers and I look forward to an even more successful camp next

year by God’s grace.
Ayomi Marshall (Jpura)

FOCUS camp 2012

[

FOCUS camp 2012 was held under the theme “A Community
Called In Context”. This was my first FOCUS camp and it was
an encouraging experience, with many new lessons learnt and
friends made. The camp was held at beautiful Ape Kedella, and

was a time of fun, fellowship and spiritual growth.

It was at camp that the importance of being a witness in our
own universities struck me. The theme of being called to
witness the gospel within our particular contexts was
reiterated throughout the camp. The speakers and
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sessions were all focused on this crucial idea. I
began to understand the unique and privileged
positionwehaveasuniversitystudentstosharethe
gospel in an environment that is diverse and
turbulent.

The camp was full of fellowship as students from
different backgrounds came together during games and meals.
Speaking to people from different parts of Sri Lanka during
group time gave me a new perspective on several issues. And
getting to know about
the  Christian  Fellow-
ships in each university,
encouraged us to do more
at our own university
fellowship. I learnt that no
one can witness alone or
by being indifferent of the
surrounding society.

So although there were

only fifty odd campers, the wide diversity of people
coming from universities all over the island truly gave a
national feel to the camp. And I think the most important take
away from camp wasthatitisessential to preserve this senseofa
national community as we continue to discover God’s calling

for each of us.

Pranjeevan Kulasingham
SCFUM
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I thank God firstly for the
opportunity of being able to participate in
a weekend of learning and reflecting on the top-
ics of ‘Choices, ‘Relationships’ and ‘Church’ as a small

graduand community who will be going out into the world
as we say to try and live our lives reflecting HIS kingdom
values. Personally going through a time of hardship myself
without being able to get into my internship training even
after several weeks of interviews and seeing my friends
in university who were less successful in their academics
getting their placements was quite hurtful and hard to
digest, but this camp helped me to understand and was able
to help me slow down, think and set my priorities in life and
what I want to do and how I should be sensitive to the issues
of the world and how we could be a part of the witnessing
community of Christ. The camp also helped out in various
small ways how we could support each other in this journey
of faith.

Now as I am writing this I am nervous about my first day at
my internship tomorrow and how am I to balance my life in
order to live my life as a reflection of the ‘Light of the World;
so I also request you to remember me
in your prayers that God will give me
the courage to stand up and against
whatever is against HIS will.

God Bless you,
Chrishanthan Daniel Chrishy’

(UCCF)

When 1 heard about graduands’ camp 1 was ea-
gerly waiting to participate in that, mainly be-
cause | knew itd help (and challenge, as usual
with FOCUS ) me with this phase of decision
making, especially being a final year student. So 1
had many questions to begin with.

From the first session about ‘Choices’ it was evi-
dent to me that most of the time we do not give
much consideration on God’s will when we make

decision. So 1 thought to make it a point to in-
tentionally think about God’s will when making
choices. Discussion on how to know God’s will and the idea of 5CSs
(Commanding Scripture, Compelling Spirit, Common Sense, Counsel
of Saints & Circumstantial Signs) also helped us all a lot in this.
Then the session on relationships helped us all with both the
common questions we have on the subject and also to identify some
of the questions we may haven’t considered so far. It was interesting
to see what each gender usually looks for from a relationship. There
were also interesting conversations on what should and should not be
determinant factors in choosing life partners. The session on ‘Church’
made me realize the importance of active participation in church and
need of diversity in a congregation to experience the unity that Christ
can bring. There were also conversations on should church be a place
of challenging one’s ways or comforting.
So thinking back, though all questions 1 had in mind may not have been
answered, the Graduands’ Camp was a great place to have the guidance
1 needed to answer them. It also helped me to get into a small group of
people who shared the same struggles and had similar questions. So
1 hope to keep in touch with them and have conversations on things
we discussed. 1d like to thank FOCUS, especially the graduates who
were involved in making this happen and resource personnel for
the sessions.

Buddhika Hapuwatte (SCFUM)

I came to the camp half way
through on Saturday and when I came I was
really tired and most of all so depressed because I was

after an exam, and it turned out to be really hard than I
expected. All along I was thinking about it, thinking
whether I'll pass and get the job etc. But as I came to the
camp the topic was about “work” And the session, discus-
sions and the experiences shared by Uncle Rajan and Aunty
Sumathy made me realize that I shouldn't be so depressed or
frightened about my future. I realized that God will be my
Shepherd and will lead me, and my future is in His hands.
Thinking of the future and making it a big burden will not
help at all, but all it matters is to hand over our future to God
to handle and live the present according to His will.

This is a very small incident but it changed my whole
thinking. The camp was really a
success and I enjoyed it a lot though
at first I was hesitant to come!

Shavindri Fernando (/pura)




Poya Day Program

Evangelism - Can we do it???

Focus poya day programme was held on the 4th of June
2012 at Peradeniya Univeristy Chapel at around 11.00 am.
University students from Colombo, Moratuwa,Jayawardenapura,
Uwa wellassa and Peradeniya took part in the programme.
Students who came from Colombo area faced an adventurous
moment by crossing through “Yaka palama” We started the
programme at 11 in the morning with a brief praise and
worship. MrAsiriFernandosharedhisviewsonlIsaiah’s [
calling to serve God. He explained well about
student evangelism by using the above story.
Furthermore he gave out examples from other books
of the bible. His sharing was very interesting since
he did it in a practical way so that we can practically
share His message with our peers.

Most of the time when we are given opportunities to
share His message with the non believers we throw
out brief answers and creep through the situation
rather than making use of the opportunity to share
the gospel. The reason for doing so is that either
we are afraid of being Christians or we are hesitant
to share our testimony being a Christ- follower.
The most important way to share His message is
to live out the message. In fact this was the core
of his message. The programme was ended with a
delicious lunch and a very good experience.

Devshani Samaranayake (Pera DC)

Once in a life time experience

The poya day programme which was held in Peradeniya
University on the 4th of June 2012 was definitely a once in a life
time experience for me. In addition to all the fun we had on the
train journey, the session on Witnessing by Asiri Fernando was
simply amazing! Two points that he spoke on really touched
me: the first was where he focused on Isaiah’s calling. As he
pointed out in Isaiah 6: 1-7, God’s holiness is in contrast to the
frailty and the lack of holiness in humans. Like Isaiah
& was filled with awe at God’s holiness, in order for
% us to witness, we first need to be transformed by
His holiness. Then like the disciples who set out to
witness to the ends of the earth according to the great
commission and Isaiah submitted to God saying “here
I am..Send me..” we too need to be ready to be used by
&¢  God in our respective universities.
- Secondly, if we desire to witness, we need to be in the
position that we truly die to ourselves and be ready to
consider others over self. Like Cheryl Fernando shared with
us her personal experiences, one of the best ways that we can
witness at university is when we are constantly willing to help
and be there for our peers when they really need someone to
lean on. This is not the easiest thing to ask for since schedules at
university are very often hectic and competitive!! Yet when we
are in that position that we are ready to invest our time
in helping others, the blessings of God
will no doubt follow us. This concept
of dying to myself has really touched
me and I'm determined to walk the
talk so that I can be a living witness at
university.

Aksha Suares (UCCFE)



Introducing a Graduate!!

I have been asked to write an article for SCOPE for quite some time now
and while I eagerly undertook the task I found myself struggling to get
my thoughts and my pen to meet on paper. The task of writing has never
felt so burdensome simply because it has been a while since I last wrote
an article. Nevertheless here I am!I have chosen to view work and its
connection to faith from the interactions I engage in irrespective of its
context as I believe it helps to sum up what my life’s work is.

I remember quite vividly back in 1991 when a letter arrived in
the post to say I had been accepted in to Peradeniya, it was an
unexpecteddoorthatwasopenedandIwasgrateful. Livingoncampusand
experiencing university life in the way I did, can be summed up as
‘delightfully memorable. The Pera DC’ was a unique blessing during my
years there, regular meetings often brought me back to a grounding of
what was more important in the greater scheme of things. When I left
University, I felt like most of my Christian friends did, a certain
responsibility towards our community, church and society . That was
nearly two decades ago and here I am in a society and culture very
different to mine and asking my self the same question many times over;
how can I make my life count in the time I have here?

Circumstances and Choices

We relocated a few times while our children were young and this
meant I had to make minor adjustments as I was perhaps in the better
position to do so. But I like to think of them as God’s timely
interruptions. Being a full time home maker was !
one of those. In retrospect those years have flown ¢ g
by quite quickly although what cannot be measured
is, its impact on the nurturing of our children, It is
certainly a time I deeply value. As our children §
have grown and become more independent I have
been able to get back to teaching on a Part Time !/
basis and this has worked out well for us. The
flexibility of my work allows for, a good balance. It 3¢

certainly is God’s provision as I am acutely aware
that if I had tried to work things out with my own wisdom and human
effort it would have been a comparatively poor substitute . I am
grateful because the benefit of flexible hours for our family situation
has been tremendous. There are many paths our kids could have taken
simply because supervision was lacking, there would have been silent
frustrations and conflicts common in the adolescent years simply
because we were not around to be their soundboard. It is at times
difficult but necessary for us as parents to be actively communicating
with our teens as the phenomenon of advanced technology, new media
and popular thought infringe and influence on how children perceive
the world. When we are available to have such conversations and convey
biblical truths and values we are investing well. When my kids screw
up their face if I share my opinions at times, I know they think I live in
a different time zone or planet for sure.....but thats ok! While it is not
always easy to ‘get through’ Ihave found that as we labour in perfecting
our roles and styles of parenting God does come alongside and enables

us.
Teaching with Newness

Teaching in the Universities here in Singapore has had its way of
challenging and changing the quality of teaching I bring to the
classroom. I had never been appraised for my teaching prior to this
hence, it took time to get used to a practice where university staff
are assessed each semester by their students, and by their course
co-ordinators. It is an important element in the monitoring and
development of teachers and the quality of teaching. Despite there
being much debate on its subjective elements, It is a component that I
have come to see as valuable for those of us who do teach. It certainly
gives us the pulse of this generation, making us more aware of what
delivery methods connect best with them. It has resulted in me
being more creative in the way I use class time taking a more hands on
approach. Students need to take greater initiative in learning and
asking many questions as opposed to being passive listeners. I have
increasingly used what goes on in our world and the various issues
faced by students to facilitate learning. It has therefore become a
useful way in which to interact with students. I have found
it invigorating that I can teach and help students

develop their thinking process. This has made
my teaching experience quite exciting as I myself have
experienced a ‘newness’ which makes me look forward to my
classes.ITam very aware thatIam indeed a ‘weak’ vessel butasIengagein
conversation with God during preparation for my classes I am
amazed at the way in which God does prompt me with the ideas and its
potential. As I implement it in class and see its effects I am indeed
awed by the personal work of the Holy Sprit that does come alongside
us and reminds us that our work is ‘sacred’” and all work is an act of
worship to God. The aspect of individual student consultation does aid in
understanding students in a more personal way, having such insight and
conveying understanding and compassion to them when needed and
spurring them to tap into their potential by not accepting sub-standard
work makes the role of a teacher that much more significant and I am
humbled by what God is able to do if we allow Him .
Reaching out

Personally I have struggled with the way we have been able to
contribute to church life. For the moment the impact we are able to make
is more on an individual basis ‘T guess it is partly because enculturation
is a long process and the reality is that even in church life this has its
ramifications. At present we use relationships and conversations to convey
ideas in the hope that these individuals will receive the encouragement and
motivation to serve the church and community in an impactful way.
We keep our home open for such interactions to take place. We have
noticed that opening one’s home to others is not a common practice in
Singapore, because the home is viewed very much as a private space. We
have found therefore that it conveys deep love and
care to people. The other day we had invited ‘Lin Wei
over, she has just graduated with a degree in visual
communication. She spent hours talking about
what she would like to do because she is an
individual who is swimming against the tide as it were
choosing to think less of the success image her peers

which is primarily to use her gift of visual communi-

cation to direct people to God. She will need a lot of
encouragement and affirmation and we are glad we can be available for
friends like her.

Spiritual Growth

Finally a thought on rootedness : Laki and I deeply miss the fellowship
we are used to having back home, the discipleship challenges we are
usually exposed to is few and far between perhapsbecause it is a some what
affluent society where needs are not necessarily seen although they do
certainly exist . It is quite easy to get carried away by the consumerism
that seems to invade our day. It has resulted in longer private devotions
and listening to messages on tape and praying to keep us grounded. We
live each day aware of His provision as a source by which to meet the
needs of others and yet we know we must also seek out the needs that
are not so visible in the community we live in and to be willing to do
something about it. We trust as always God will open the door for such
an involvement in the days to come as we actively pursue it. I end with the
words of a hymn as it captures for us a lifestyle of Faith at work in all we
do and trust it will encourage you as it does us in our journey through life.

Speak oh Lord as we come to you
To receive the food of your holy word
Take your truth plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak oh Lord and fulfil in us
All your purposes for your glory!
(Speak Oh Lord by Kristine and Keith
Getty)

Cheryl Arnol
(Singapore)
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Remembering Right

May 19th was commemorated by the State as the anniversary of
the end of the war, with military pomp and pageantry. Many of us
tried to avoid thinking about it as much as possible.

But perhaps it is a good time as any other to remember, and
remember right.

An evening of reflection, prayer and brainstorming was held on
May 19th at the Kollupitya Methodist Church - Prayer room
organised by a group of Christian lawyers and Savithri.

The past half century has seen many an armed conflict - the JVP
uprisings of the 70’s and the late 80, the 30+ year war, plus the
many others since independence. Armed conflict does not have
any winners at the end of the day, but only losers all around, and
it is up to us to remember in such as way that healing will come

over this land and that we will not repeat our mistakes as a nation.
Some questions for us to ponder on ...

o Which of the armed conflicts during my lifetime af fected me
the most? Why did it?

o Which of these did not touch me? Why not?

» Do we have any barriers within the church in Sri Lanka?
Class? Caste? Ethnicity?

o Does the church tend to shy away from controversial aspects
of life that is not seen to directly touch it? Is it okay to do that?
o Is God concerned with what is happening in the country? If
so, what does it mean to be a kingdom community in this con-
text?

o Is there anything we can do in FOCUS/GCF to bring about a

change?

Ramona Miranda

BE THERE!!!
FOCUS AGM

Date - 25th August 2012
Time - 5pm Onwards
Venue - Cinnamon Gardens Baptist Church Hall

If undelivered, please return to:

= 1 Y e
Fellowship Of Christian University Students,
25A, Waidya Road, Dehiwala.






