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DOES GOD “D0O”
DEVELOPMENT?

Development is an often misused and
sometimes  unnecessarily maligned term. The
evolution of economists and policy makers
thinking about development has changed from the early
post-independence period of the 1950s when most
countries focused on increasing GDP growth. Changes in
thinking were initially marginal. For example, the
focus soon changed from overall GDP growth to per
capita GDP growth when many countries began to
experience high population growth. Dividing the
total pie by the number of people to share it was
important. Thereafter, rising inequality, especially in Latin
America, led development thinkers to focus on how the
benefits of growth could reach the masses—
i.e. everyone could have a piece of the pie. Thus,
redistribution with growth became a goal to be
desired. In the 1970s and 1980s, the focus
moved away from increasing income per se to
improving the quality of life and ensuring that
basic needs were met. The term human
development was coined and dignified
development that encompassed the
dimensions of income, education and
health. Closely associated with the
popularization of the term
human development is Amartya
Sen, Nobel prize winner for
Economics in 1998. He introduced
the concepts of functionings, capabilities
and entitlements. He argued that what was important
about human well-being was “being well”, with
the emphasis on the word “being”, rather than
“having”. Functionings are “beings” or “doings” that
a person achieves (e.g. being well-nourished) with the
resources at their disposal (endowments), with the exchange
possibilities they has in the society in which she
lives (exchange entitlements). Capabilities are the
effective freedom to achieve these functionings.
Along with the focus on human beings as the
beneficiaries of development, in the 1980s, the
Brundtland commission report
reminded us that we
inhabit a finite earth.

Development was

redefined once  more

to encompass the a—

idea of sustainability: — — — = >
“development that meets i
the needs of the present

without compromising the

ability of future generations

to meet their own needs”.

Development as Stewardship Development is a theme
that runs throughout the Bible. In the Garden of Eden
we see God entrusting Adam and Eve with the
Creation Mandate of stewardship — to till the earth and

subdue it. While the latter term is sometimes

interpreted negatively, there is plenty of

evidence that this was not what was

intended. Rather, there was a harmonious

relationship between humans and

nature. With the Fall, human’s

rebellion against God, the

results of this sin permeate all areas

including human’s relationship with the

earth, and with each other. Yet God was

not silent on how people should live in this

situation. We see in the OIld Testament,

especially in the Book of Levicticus,

God’s  people being called to live

differently than the nations around them, to have a

different model of development, one which

included a concern for the land and a concern for equity. Not too

different from the themes of the 2012 Human Development
Report on Sustainable and Equitable Development.

Development as Redemption

The second Biblical theme that is relevant to development is
that of redemption. With the cross and resurrection, God is
reconciling all things, visible and invisible, on Heaven and Earth
(Col 1:15-23). As N.T. Wright says, of the sermon on the mount,
Jesus’ preaching on the kingdom of God, Jesus was doing the
kingdom—healing the sick, feeding the hungry, and
talking about what he was doing.

Graham Kendrick’s song “Beauty for
Brokenness”  expresses the Kingdom idea  of
development beautifully. Kendrick rightly sees that
to say “Thy kingdom come” means to care that the

vulnerable have their basic capabilities met. Our prayer
is for “Bread for the children”, “ shelter for fragile lives”,
“cures for their ills”, “rights for the weak”, “land for the
dispossessed” and “voices to plead the cause” of the
voiceless. In addition, for those who already have
endowments of health and skills, we ask for “work for the
craftsmen”, and ‘“trade for their skills” (Amartya Sen’s
exchange  entitlements). Kendrick  also  recognizes
that until the nations “learn of your ways, seek your
salvation and bring you their praise” we will have wars
and killing — and part of the kingdom work is to provide
sanctuary and safe havens to those that need them.
Finally, Kendrick sees that it is not only the
nations that need to learn of God’s ways, it is “us” — who
ravage the earth, plunder and poison it with because of our
carelessness, or worse still, our greed for the things we don’t

need.

The question is, where do we see ourselves
in this scenario? Do we see God’s redemptive and
restorative work in the world? Do we see ourselves
as part of it? Do I think of my skills as given to me to
improve the lives of the poor? To be a voice for the
voiceless? To help the craftsman improve his skills

and find a market for his work? To heal the sick and broken
hearted? When I make choices about where I live, whom I marry,
and what I will do “to make a living”, will I first let God’s kingdom
message help me accept the life and purpose God already has for
me (Mt. 6:33) ?

Dileni Gunewardena




Intentional and Submissive

As we reflect on the year gone by and look forward to
a new day, a fresh year in which we walk in the ways
of our Lord, I thought it good to remind ourselves
of the familiar passage in Matthew 3:13 - 4:1 - 11,
commonly known as “the baptism and temptations of
Jesus”

I want to suggest that as we read these
passages, we see Jesus as someone who was
“Intentional” and “submissive” Perhaps an unlikely
combination of characteristics in a person? As we seek
to be faithful disciples of Jesus, can we get help from
this passage? Should we be as intentional as Jesus was in
what we choose to do and submissive as He was to the
direction of the Holy Spirit and the word of God?

First we see Jesus in the context of a religious
setting. For Jesus, it was intentionally “proper”
that He be baptized by John at this point of time.
(ch 3:13 and 3:15) The Tamil bible says
“murai”. The Sinhala bible says “sudusui’. Jesus was
not known to be proper! He was known to be quite
improper in a culture that had (like ours) specialized in
doing things because it was “the proper thing to
do” Even as John challenges Jesus’s notion of proper
(vs 14), Jesus is willing to be humble and submissive in
defining “proper” as something that needed to be
done “to fulfill all righteousness.”

A question for us:

Are we intentional about discerning and doing
what is “proper” irrespective of accepted norms and
expectations?

Second, we see a Jesus anointed, affirmed and aware
of who He is (ch 3:16/17) And yet, this same Jesus
intentionally submits himself to the direction of the
Holy Spirit, who ‘leads’ him in to the dessert for a time
of focus, doubt, and very tough choices (ch 4:1)

A question for us:

Are we intentional about submitting ourselves
to the promptings of the Holy Spirit however
demanding and challenging we know that His
“leading” is going to be?

Finally for Jesus, it was intentional to submit to
the word of God as a discipline. We see that the
scriptures  would shape His responses to the
challenges and choices He would be called to
confront now in the dessert and right up to His death
(ch4:2-11)

A question for us:

Are we willing to be intentional about submitting to
the whole word of God so that it shapes who we are
and how we are to live?

This passage reminds us that for Jesus, His pyramid
of needs are all secure in God and His dependence
on the God of the scriptures. May it also serve to
remind us that we are also called to live intentional
and submissive lives that will serve and worship the
Lord God alone.

Savithri Sumanthiran
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Build The Wall

Nehemiah, together with the Israelites, built the wall of
Jerusalem which was razed down by the Babylonians. I asked God
what does this have to do with me? As I read through the book of
Nehemiah, delving deep into it, I broke through the sheet of Ice and
saw the deep dark secrets that lay behind the story. And God spoke
to me.

Nehemiah placed guards at the vulnerable places, where
the Wall was half built. He was ready for the enemy, prepared to face
it. I realized that I should be prepared for the enemy who prowls
around like a roaring lion, looking for souls to devour. I needed to
place guards on where I was weak, vulnerable and build the wall
without delay. I needed to have godly friends from whom I could
expect good counsel and whom I can be open with. Like David and
Jonathan. Likewise God taught me that I have to be sensitive to the
Holy Spirit who will reveal those exposed areas of my life, and teach
me to train myself in godliness. Because, as Paul wrote in 1 Timothy
4.7 ‘Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives tales;
rather, train yourself to be godly’ It’s a process, a training, that we
need to set our hearts into.

As T saw the picture of my life drawing itself through this
story, God gave me two more verses from the bible to complete the
masterpiece.

Proverbs 25:28
Like a city whose walls are broken through is a person who lacks self-
control.

Self-control is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) that
we can reap in Joy, when we sow (in tears). Our words, emotions,

Jesus Gospel and Social Issues

Born to a Christian family gone to church and
Sunday school from my small days, I would say I knew
theoretically who God is, and for me God is a friend
to whom I could go to at any time and share my happy
moments and moments I am helpless. But as I grew in
my faith I couldn't only limit God to some
one like a nominal friend whom I bring
forward to listen to me. For me my faith means
to do what God cares about.

Good news that was given to
us is that our sins have been forgiven
because of the price Jesus paid on the
cross. This good news is for the poor, the
meek, the helpless as well as the rich and the ones in
power.

Today in the society we see oppression,
frustration, mistreatment, bribery etc. Have these people
received the good news to their lives? Does a loving God
be in favor of such happenings in the earth He created?

04

feelings, desires, doubts and the whole lot that falls into this
group will not depart from our lives until we taste death.
What enters through birth has to exit by death. But through
the second birth which connects us with the Holy Spirit,
God gives us the grace to walk in the light and to discern
what is right and wrong, by walking in the Spirit.

But, we as humans living in this weak and decaying
temporary tent we call the body, will encounter moments
where we struggle with the ‘old-man’ inside of us. Actually,
we face these struggles every day, every hour because the
flesh and the Spirit is in constant conflict with each other
(Galatians 5:17). David sinned, but he did not remain in
his sin. He repented sincerely and cried out to God,

Psalm 51:18
May it please you to prosper Zion, to build up the walls of
Jerusalem.

We can either be proud and get stagnant
(and eventually, inevitably backslide), or humble ourselves
before him and allow him to carve the figure of Jesus in our
lives by being obedient to God’s voice.

God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble...
Proverbs 3:34

The Bottom line is that we should build the wall by
meditating on God’s word daily and by walking in the Spirit
in perfect submission and obedience.

Kevin Perera
University of Colombo Christian Fellowship

In Obadiah we see God punishing Edom
because the people of Edom were first silent and then
joined in the oppression of Israel. Obadiah verse 11 says
"On the day you stood aloof while strangers carried off
his wealth and foreigners entered his gates and cast lots
for Jerusalem, you were like one of them". We also at
times turn a blind eye to the oppression and mistreatment
around us in university or society and wash our hands off
saying "since we don't take part in such
activities we are holy in God's sight", but turning a
blind eye is the same thing Edom did to Jerusalem when
Jerusalem was in trouble, and we see how this later
on grows to joining hands with the foreigners in the
oppression.

We see in the New Testament how Jesus was
against such mistreatment. We as His chosen people
should we turn a blind eye to what He cares about? As
all good Christians we could be away from such sins
but does the Gospel require some thing more from us as
stewards of this earth?

Tiyani Rodrigo
University of Colombo Christian Fellowship
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Sanjayan Rajasingham
University of Colombo
Christian Fellowship
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Do It Yourself (D.1.Y)
Religion

“This is what I wanted and I got it. I'm very proud of
myself”. These were the words of Usain Bolt after
winning the 200 m gold medal in
the London Olympics. We meet
people with similar attitudes
in our day to day lives & it has
become normality since we live
in a world where “achievements”
are held with such high regard
& “achieving” something brings
about a sense of satisfaction
to the achiever. Inevitably this
pattern of thinking has lead to practicing of D.I.Y religion.
It is an act of trying to gain what we think is salvation (or in
other words eternal life), by going against the will of God.

The incident surrounding the temptation of man could
be cited as the first occurrence of D.I.Y religion in the
bible. Man who was created in God’s own image doubted
His goodness, His word & thereby denied God’s holiness
by succumbing to the temptation of the serpent. Man was
so easily lured because he wanted to seek a higher state
(“your eyes will be opened & you will be like God- Genesis
3:5”). Then we find the story of the Tower of Babel, where
man wanted to create his own identity by trying to reach
the heavens (Genesis 11:4) & thereby once again denied
God’s due place. We also see how the Israelites, even after
experiencing God’s mighty hand during their miraculous
escape from Egypt, made themselves a golden calf &
worshipping the so called gods, saying they were the gods
who brought them out of Egypt(Exodus 32:8). This was
because they could notacceptthe fact that God delivered them
&hencewantedtodosomethingthemselves, whichtheydidby
turning their backs to the real God. In Judges Chapter 17 we
find a man
named Micah,
who along with
his mother, built
their own shrine,
filled it with
idols, hired a
Levite to serve
as the priest &
then expected God to bless them(*Now I know
that God will be good to me, since this Levite has
become my priest- verse 13”). Then in the new
testament we find the rich young man asking Jesus what
he should do to gain eternal life(Mark 10:17) & Jesus
condemning the Pharisees & the teachers ofthe law formerely
practicing the law without really understanding God’s
purpose & presence behind it.

All this plus many more examples throughout the bible
suggest that man has always gone against the will of
God & has tried to establish his own superiority by
conveniently forgetting his incapability. ~ But Jesus
throughout His life exemplified total obedience &
submission to His Father. He could have so easily jumped
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off the Temple, when Satan tempted Him, but declined, since it
did not fall in line with God’s plan. All his miracles & healings
were performed to bring glory to God & not to Himself. He left
all His glory above & played the role of a suffering servant &
sacrificed Himself for the sake of mankind, in line with God’s
plan. (Philippians 2:6-11)

By doing so He reiterated the futility of D.I.Y religion since
everything has already been done for us & we are called to
believe & follow it. Paul further affirms this idea in his
letter to Ephesians; “For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith- & this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God- not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s
workmanship , created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.”(Ephesians 2:8-10).

So let’s reflect upon our lives & see if we are also guilty of
practicing D.1.Y religion.

Lakshitha Fernando
Students Christian Fellowship of the University of Moratuwa

IT And Faith

IT is increasingly becoming
a crucial part of our lives. Yet
do we ever stop to think about
how we as Christians should
approach this area? For those
involved in the IT field, how can they
better serve God and bring
about his Kingdom through their
work? And for all of us who use
IT on a day to day basis, how can we turn that into an act of
spiritual worship? These were some of the questions that were
discussed in the 4 week series "IT and Faith" that was held at
FOCUS office during the month of November.

The speakers were Anushke Guneratne and
Dr. Shantha Fernando. There were four topics under which
they spoke ; IT in the church, IT as a profession, IT and
ethics, IT and lifestyle. Anushke started it off by giving us a
biblical foundation with which we could view this whole area
of IT. Even though IT as it is currently known is a very recent
phenomenon, the core tasks of sharing and storing
information have been done by mankind since the dawn of
civilization. It was with this in mind that we looked to
Genesis and mandate given to mankind by God. We eventually
understood that IT was a tool by which man's creativity and
loving community could be enhanced.

However, like any tool in our fallen world, IT can
be used in ways that do not reflect God's intended plan. We
discussed at length the misuse of IT by individuals,
communities and governments. The issues of privacy,
security and cybercrimes are harsh realities faced by us
today. Dr. Shantha gave us an overview of the current state of
the IT field, its flaws and its triumphs. IT is a tool that is used
to build systems, systems that may enhance man's potential
or exploit it. As IT becomes more and more an integrated part
of our lives, we Christians should be ready to face the new
challenges posed by it. This series of discussions gave me a
new perspective on IT and encouraged me to think on similar
issues in a Christian light.

Pranjeevan Kulasingham
Students Christian Fellowship of the University of Moratuwa




My thoughts on the strike

FUTA. It was an unprecedented struggle. One
which on some aspects I felt was necessary and
I was hopeful that this inconvenience caused to
students would be worth it. In fact, I spoke to
many of my non-university

friends about why I ‘:"’é{g\ i
.{G T L

thought this struggle

L
was justified and f -
necessary. i
There were times

when I contemplated
looking for temporary
employment like some

others but everytime I

was on the verge of making a decision there would
be news that the talks between FUTA and the
government might turn favourable.

I never anticipated that the strike would go on for
so long. Like so many other students I was relieved
to return to uni but at the same time like many
others I had begun to have serious doubts about
how effective this strike would turn out to be. My
doubts were justified; as of now there has not
been any indication from the government that it is
willing to fulfil its commitments.

The lecturers got their 3 months salary. What
did the students get in return? It is quite
obvious that the students have had to bear
the ‘cost’ of this strike. It is saddening and
disheartening how some lecturers are
pressurizing students with an excessive workload
due to the shortened semester. However, it is at
times like these that we need a double-portion of
God’s grace to get us through.

God’s ways our higher and better than our
ways and only He can make something
beautiful and productive come out of our
disappointment and strife. I thank God for
opening doors for me to explore my talents during
this time, I thank Him for all the new friends I made
and for giving me the opportunity to learn more
about Him. A very hectic month lies ahead of me
with many assignments, exams and other musical
commitments. Not by might nor by power but by
my spirit says the Lord of Hosts and I know that
by the help of the Holy Spirit I will get through it.

Dhanushi Wijeyakulasuriya
University of Colombo Christian Fellowship

Urban education needs and how we as Christians
can seek to engage with it.

The Trade Union Action of the FUTA which
extended up to 100 days inevitably impacted various groups in
society in numerous ways. As a member of the student
community who was left in a state of limbo during final
exams, I cannot deny the direct effects it had on
F’ me. With my last exam indefinitely postponed
I and days which turned out to be weeks and ended
"~ up being months of uncertainty ahead of me, I was
compelled to make difficult choices as to what I could do
with all that time in my hands.

Turning up at the FOCUS office every Thursday
morning for meetings was the only thing which was
= constant in my life during the strike period. Having
done a handful of temporary work, by God’s grace and Aunty
Savithri’s connections, I got the opportunity to work at World
Vision Lanka (WVL), an NGO which aims to achieve “life in
all its fullness for every child”

As T opted to do field work over desk work, I was asked to
help out at one of their Children’s projects in Dehiwela. It was
a home for forty-three street and vulnerable children. Each
child had a horrific story to tell. All of them have experienced
bitter chapters at very early stages of their lives. However,
they weren't hopeless or depressed. They were a high spirited,
positive-vibes-spreading bunch!  They smiled, happily
welcomed me and spoke to me on the first day like they've
known me for years. One thing that was undeniable from
the start was the extent of untapped potential in every child I
interacted with. I was given the task of teaching English
for those who were interested. I was appalled by two things,
their serious lack of English knowledge and the abysmal state
of my Sinhala vocabulary! These children attended small
government schools which kept them only because they
faced the threat of closure owing to a low student population
[another reason to fight for 6% GDP!]. Having attended a
private school in Colombo, I couldn't help, but be utterly
shocked by the disparity between these children and their
counterparts in my school. I asked a fourteen year old boy to
write an essay on “Myself” and he asked me how that word
was spelt. Although he was one of the extremes, I haven’t been
able to get past the very basics with any of them. I got to know
through the discussions I had with them that English was not
their only problem; their standards in most of the subjects
were low and it didn’t take long for me to realize that, this was
not due to lack of intelligence but circumstances.

We don't live in a world where equality is upheld, but
surely one is quick to assume that at least in urban areas like
Colombo, the standard of education is of a relatively high
level. My experience at WVL has showed me that such levels
are fictitious, for Colombo is judged only by a few privileged
schools. Schools like the ones which these kids attend are
truly a neglected majority. There is a serious need to redo
and regenerate their ways of learning which would
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stimulate both their potential and skills.

Education can take these children a long way in life; not
just help them pursue a certain field of specialization,
but it will assure them a sound future, a home which is
not the streets, safety from various dangers which they’ve
experienced as kids and above all confidence to be on par
with stand in par with those alike. I wouldn’t be who I am
today if not for what my ‘education’ did to me. Having spent
time with these children, I know that all they need is the
right opportunity and exposure to unleash the ignored,
hidden talents in them.

The staft at WVL constantly tells me to ‘motivate them’
and tell them that there is a world out there which is better
than what it was before they came in to this home. It is then
when I realized, what they needed most is hope and mental
strength; that slight push which is needed for those with
little confidence and a fear of the unknown.

As much as education reforms are pertinent so is the
need to motivate such children to look forward to a better
tomorrow. This is where the Christians come into the
picture. We as students may not yet be in a
position to make high level policy changes,
but we are blessed with God’s hope and

strength which we can freely share with

those in need. Be it, helping them with
school work or just spending time with
them when we have time to spare. For
little do we realize that the small
effort we make can have far
reaching changes in

PN their lives.

- : Often, we await
.\\, Y opportunities to come
our way, those which would make a big
difference. Expecting God, to use us in a way which
we think is best, most rewarding or gratifying. However,
while waiting for a big break, we miss out on too many little
opportunities which God is prepared to use us
for. There’s plenty of need out there, there are so i
many similar children who yearn for a helping
hand. If we are prepared to look around, there
is a countless number of such homes which is
ready to make good use of what we have been
blessed with. As mother Theresa rightly put it,
‘not all of us can do great things, but we can do
small things with great love’

Maybe God doesn't expect us to feed five
thousand people, maybe all he wants us to do
is to give up the five loaves of bread and the
two fish...

Sushmitha Thayanandan
University of Colombo Christian Fellowship

God Meant 1t For Good

Founders of Jesus Comforts You ministries come
to Sri Lanka annually to share the gospel in different parts
of Sri Lanka. It is really God’s grace that this year they
came during the time our universities didn’t function due to
non-academic staff strike and I was able to be a
volunteer taking part in the ministry. Meetings were held in
Trincomalee, Batticaloa Vavuniya and especially in
Vanni. Many people were healed, delivered from evil spirits,
touched by His love and got converted.

It was really a great experience for me as it was the
first time that I mingled with people who had suffered a lot
in the past and now leading a life with so many difficulties
without any basic needs being fulfilled. I realized the world
is not a comfortable place for all as I had thought but there
are also people with so many problems. I felt guilty that I
was not aware of the problems that people of my country
face. I realized that it is our duty to pray for the people of
our own land.

Praoise the Lord

I witnessed the healing of people which are really miracles
in medicine. Iexperienced that He is the God of everything.
I hope such experience will surely lead me to be what He
has called me to be and to serve people according to will. I
praise Him for he paved me way to spend those days useful.

Evanjalin Arulpragasam
University of Peradeniya DC
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Shiloh was such a blessing!

The thingthat touched me most was the lives of Dr.Lajji and
Dr.Shiela, a couple who worked in Manali. It was so encouraging
to see such people who gave their lives to the mission field. Their
humility and dedication and readiness to obey God’s call moved
me.

I loved so many things about it. We got new friends in India
and yes! we got to know each other too :) We had so much fun
together. The bible studies and the worship were great! The
concert by the Living Waters group was so nice! I've never seen
such a lovely Christian concert in my life!

We stayed in a guest house. But hosting each other was nice :)

I think keeping in touch with each other will be a great
encouragement. We can always check on each other and learn
from each other. We can pray too. I've felt the importance of
meeting each other and having fellowship with other Christian
students in the University. God wants us to

stay together and help each other in times of

difficulties.

We are grateful to HCF for giving us such
an opportunity.

Thabitha Hoole
Jaffna University
Christian Fellowship

We feel privileged to have participated at Shiloh ‘12. Here I have
written an account of our travel and some thoughts that I like the most
out of what was shared.

We, Samuel Rajeen, Joshua Rahuvinthan, Thujeevan, Thabitha
Hoole and myself left for Shiloh from Jaffna on 25th and reached
Colombo by overnightbus on 26th morning. Wehhad awash at Dr. Rajan
Rajasingham’s home (Tabitha stayed with her relations). Pravinson
and Anushanth from Batti joined us for the nice breakfast. We got to
know each other and had a chat with them and Sanjayan, Dr. Rajan’s
son.

We were welcomed by Lakshitha Fernando and Tiyani Rodrigo
[FOCUS students] at the meeting held in Colombo FOCUS office.
Ilona and Thabitha joined us there. We discussed and planned the
travelling and things. Savithri Aunty and Colombo FOCUS members
arranged the lunch there.

We went to the airport on the 27th early morning from
Dr. Rajan’'s home and reached Chennai. From the airport we travelled to
Vellore by a special bus and reached the CMC. We were given a guest
house of CMC to stay for the whole conference. After
. registration, Shiloh ‘12 started with
worship by Ivan and team. Dr. Kenny David
welcomed us to the conference.

Throughout the conference messages
were given by R. Rajkumar, Arul Anketell,
L.T. Jeyachandran and Arun Andrews. We
had Breakout sessions in the evenings on

“Rural missions” by Laji and Sheila Varghese touched
my heart. They shared their experiences of serving the people in
Himalayas where there were less health and other facilities. Even
though they had the chance to do the postgraduate studies, they
gave it up and went to serve the people of Himalayas according to
the call of God. They shared their difficulties in starting to work
there. They told that one had to do the surgery while the other
one had to read and tell the procedure at their commencement
of service. They told that they had felt the presence of God
at that time.

“Role of Christian Doctors in private health care” was
about the difficulties that Christian doctors are facing in private
health care and how to act at that time. During the session on
“Science Faith Interface”, the preacher explained science by
correlating with Bible words.

In the evenings during the free time, we met our new
friends from CMC and other colleges of India and got to know
each other. We had a good time with them. In the Nights there were
concerts by “Living Waters” musical group. On the final day of the
event they planned to have the Sunday service at “College Hill” in the
morning which is near CMC. Because of the rain they
conducted the Sunday service in CMC premises. As the last
event, Panel discussion was held. Panel members answered the
questions of the students. I thank God
for giving me a wonderful chance to
participate in SHILOH.

Samuel Rajeen
Jaffna Univesity
Christian Fellowship

1. Christian in public health and policy making (Bobby John),
2. Rural missions (Laji and Sheila Varghese),

3. Palliative care as an option (Palliative care department CMC
vellore),

4. Science Faith Interface (L.T. Jeyachandran)
5. Holistic healthcare (Raju Abraham).
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Dr. Arul Anketell, spoke on “Stewardship of opportunities and
stewardship of ourselves” As the situation and our surroundings
become more unhealthy and unjust, the more the people of God can
be as a light for the world.

R. Rajkumar spoke on “Living in the world victoriously” He spoke
about the Mind of Christ and the thoughts of evil. He pointed out
six evil thoughts which we have to eliminate to live a victorious life.
They are; 1. Thoughts of sin, 2. Anxious thoughts, 3. Discouraging
thoughts, 4. futile thoughts (thoughts about past), 5. Bitter thoughts
(forgive and forget) , 6. worldly thoughts.

L.T. Jeyachandran spoke on “Paradox of Christianity” He
demonstrated the three different meanings for the word “world” in
different circumstances. 1. People of the World, 2. Created world,
3. System of world.”We should be worldly as Jesus”

Arun Andrews, a rapper he also spoke about “Love and mar-
riage” and shared what God has done in his life and Gods plan
for each one. You can see his rap by clicking the following link.
“http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGFPNjJP6-A&feature=share”

http://www.bibleraps.com/ - Jewish rap




Shiloh 2012
Experiences

Laji and sheila shared about “Rural missions” It was really
challenging. Sheila said we have to be; 1. Professionally competent
2. Socially relevant 3. Spiritually vibrant, to do God’s mission work.

Last two nights we had a nice musical concert by Living waters. Last day,
a Sunday, we had Holy Communion service. They gave us some hymn
books, we shared among us and for Jaffna we have 11 hymn books and a
book with chords to sing. Finally, the question and answer time and the
feedback and conference reached its end with lunch.

After the conference Dr.Rajan Sundaresan took us to the CMC hospital.
Then we did a little shopping at Vellore that evening. The next day, 1st of
Oct we left Vellore early morning and reached Chennai by 9.30am and
had breakfast with Dr. Sam David and his wife Sarah at airport shop.

We flew back and reached Katunayake, Sri Lanka at about 3.30pm.
Pravinson and Anushanth went to railway station to catch the Batticaloa
train straight from the airport and Ilonas father came and fetched her
home. Five us from Jaftna, reached Colombo at about 5.30pm and had
dinner at Savithri aunty’s home. We couldn’t spend much time there as
our bus to Jafftna was leaving at 6pm.

We thank our Lord God Jesus for giving us such a nice experience
and we are grateful to those who worked hard for it. We thank Dr.
Rajan and family, Savithri aunty and family and Dr. Sam David and
family for taking care of us though within their tight schedule. We thank
Dr. Rumala for encouraging us and doing the arrangements. We also
thank Dr. Kenny David for inviting us and making all the arrangements.

Paul Benedict
Jaffna University Christian Fellowship

I thank God for enabling me to attend the conference. It was so
wonderful and Godly. Personally I felt that I got to know what I
wanted to do as my career. I learnt how to make my life joyful with
Jesus.

The hosts were very hospitable and made sure we were comfortable.
They looked after us as if we were their relatives. I could see their
Christian life strongly through their caring.

I started to pray for my home town hospital, MANNAR General
hospital and also for the other hospitals in Sri Lanka. We must feel
the need to make a change and the change must be through sacrifice,

serving people, being honest and being of social relevance.

If we want to make a change, we must direct it toward Jesus. These
changes should happen in all the stages of society.

I'm so thankful to God, He gave me such a wonderful opportunity.
Jesus will be with me and help me to do something within my

lifespan for the glory of His Name.

I’'m thanking you all who supported us.
Thank you very much,

Joshua Rahuvinthan

Christian Fellowship
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Jaffna University

First i thank God, who has given me a wonderful
opportunity to participate in Shiloh - 2012. Even though
there was a tight syllabus we were able to participate.

The camp was so amazing, it was more than what we
expected. Especially the thoughts which were shared by
pastor Rajkumar which gave me a different viewpoint. Till
then I confused experimental science and medicine with
faith but his message gave me enough explanation. Now I
can correlate both easily without confusion.

Furthermore, Doctor Laagi and his wife’s
testimony really triggered my thoughts and now i can realize
the purpose of being a doctor and how a doctor should be.
That testimony really touched my heart.

The breakout session on the topic of “Science faith
interface” was useful and I enjoyed that so much.

Also i had a chance to get to know new
members who are from various places in India, I was able to
interact with them and know about their faith in God and the
barriers they face when they involved in ministry. Some of
them are keeping in touch
even now.

Its my privilege
to thank doctor Rajan and
members of GCF/HCF for
their vision about us.

Jeyarajah
Thujeevan

Jaffna University
Christian Fellowship
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Menura Perera
University of
Peradeniya DC

Shiloh 2012 conference was held from the 27th-30th of September.
On the 27th we flew from Colombo to Chennai. The
conference  took place in Christian Medical College,
Vellore. Vellore is a beautiful place with little hills. It was
modern with its carpet roads and big buildings, but still so
ancient with its road-side fruit stalls and buffalo carts. The
college was founded by Ida Scudder, a  Christian
Missionary , in 1900s. It was huge compared to our Medical
faculty back in Jaffna. We were given rooms in a guest house. I shared
my room with Ilona and I think we made world’s best roommates!
The conference started that evening and we had wonderful
sessions that day! The last program for the day was a
seminar. All of us were divided into groups and made to attend
different seminars. My group was to attend a seminar on Rural
missions by Dr.Lajji and Dr.Shiela, an old couple who worked in
the very Northern parts of India. . I had got up at 12 a.m that day
to go to the airport and all I wanted was to sleep. But when Dr.
Shiela started to tell her life story I found myself very much awake!

Five different seminars took place at the same time and the next
day we got to choose the seminar we wanted to attend. Ilona
and I went to our room to get something and couldnt find our
ways so we just randomly went and found ourselves in ‘Rural
missions’ once again. But we never got bored. The lives of
Lajjiand Sheila were surprising, shocking and for some may even sound
alittle sad. Butin their faces we could only see the ‘peace of God, which
passeth all understanding’ (Phil. 4:7). They had left to Manali one year
after their marriage. God called them when they were about to apply
for their post graduate studies. They had left everything and gone to
that unknown place with unknown people. They loved those people
and they had changed their lives. Their lives really inspired me, because
I don’t know how many Doctors really influence on their patients’
lives these days. And I think, as Christians that's what God wants us to
do. We should make a change in this world, no matter what job we do.
In the evenings of 28th and 29th we had a concert by a group
called ‘Living Waters. The music really touched our souls!
(especially when two cute little girls came to the stage and
sang in their sweet voices!). The event concluded with the
Sunday service, in which Dr.Arul Ankettel gave a very nice sermon.

All three days were great and useful. This was the biggest
conference I ever attended, with 850 odd people! The Indian
people were very friendly and the organizers were very welcoming.
Actually we are the very first international students
to attend Shiloh!!

We were shown around the Vellore Hospital, by Dr.Rajan,
an ENT surgeon. The hospital was massive with over 35
operation theatres! We were surprised to find tracts and
opened bibles kept in boxes in the corridors of the hospital.

On Sunday evening, we all went shopping in Vellore town (and
until then, I never knew that boys could shop!). We had a very
nice dinner together in a restaurant called Curry Hurry, where
I had ‘kulcha-a kind of spicy pancake stuffed with potatoes.

Shiloh is an unforgettable experience in my life, and I thank all the
people who made it possible for us, especially Uncle Rajan Rajasingam,
for patiently looking after us and for putting up with all our nonsense.

Thabitha Hoole
Jaffna University Christian Fellowship
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Andare and the Sinhala Psyche

In common understanding the word ‘myth’ refers to a tall story
or a lie that needs to be exposed and cleared away. Others,
however, see myth differently.
They suggest that myths are
really containers that carry
profound truths. They see
myths function as a window
to the truths that are anchored
in a culture — myths tell us
what it is to be a member of
that particular culture. The
@s3¢cet  stories in  Sinhala
culture do not fall into the
classical definition of myth.
However, these stories are much
loved and as they are told and re-told in every generation
they function in similar ways — explaining and/or defining the
psyche of the people in the culture.

The Real ¢3¢t

Most mythic stories make reference to a historical
person or event. The ezdceb stories are no exception. The real
gzicet lived about 200 years ago when the coastal regions
of Sri Lanka was under Dutch rule. During that time the
Kandyan Kingdom was ruled by King Rajadhi Rajasingha
(1782-1798). King Rajadhi Rajasingha was a cultured person
with a profound love for poetry. During his reign he is reported
to have invited @z3¢e¥ to his royal court and ez3¢et became
the court jester, poet and messenger of the King. The clever
and witty @z3cet soon became the toast of the royal court
and the public at large. The a¢z3¢el stories refer to the various
interactions that he had with the King and the royal court.
While these e@z3¢e's stories themselves may be fictional, in the
eyes of the public today they represent the ‘real’ @zicet that
we all love. For the purpose of this article let us now consider
some of the messages that are communicated in the telling of
the ezdcet stories.

Roles in Society

The @z3celts stories describe a society where each role is
ordered and set. In particular, the role of the King and the
ordinary citizen is clearly laid out and there is no
possibility of transcending between them. The King holds
absolute power and he controls most of the farm land and the
parks. The King can take any woman in the kingdom to be his
companion and most of the citizens are expected to work in
the King’s fields for no pay. He can be irrational and make
unreasonable demands because he is the King and nothing can
be done about it. In this scenario, the citizens of the kingdom are
constantly at the mercy of the King. They must learn to adjust
to the lifestyle and the demands of the King so that they can
survive and make the best out of their situation.

Ambitions and Desires

The stories portray @zScet as a keen observer of what is
happening around him. He sees the luxury and the lifestyle of
the King and longs to enjoy some of it for himself. His desires

and ambitions are similar to the King but as a normal citizen he
recognizes that it is impossible for him to attain these. Fate
had played a cruel trick on him and he has to make do with his
lot in life. The only way in which he can satisfy some of these
desires is by closely associating himself with the King. His
clever and witty ways are the means by which he cements this
association. Quite a few of the @z3¢et stories depicthow through a
combination of support, trickery and cajoling e@z3cet is able to
somehow get the King to give him the things that he desires. In
this way, he is able to obtain a better position for himself and his
family than what the rest of the citizens enjoy.

The Place of Compliments

Compliments play a big part in the interactions between
gz3cet and the King. esicet constantly uses a combination of
compliments and flattery when addressing the King. Most of the
time these constitute empty praise with no meaning attached to
it. Flattery is the way to pacify the King and get him to give
gzscebwhat he needs. Interestingly, the King also routinely
compliments ¢z3¢et’s cleverness and wit. However, even this
is shown to be empty. It doesn’t lead to a change in the King’s
irrational behavior. Therefore, both parties use compliments as a
tool to address each other. They both know that it is hollow praise
but it is the civil thing to do even if it doesn’t result in a change
in the status quo.

Humour as a Release Mechanism

Humour is probably the chief characteristic of the azicet
stories. The citizenry cannot do anything about their status in
society — they can only ridicule those in power. Humour becomes
their outlet to get rid of their frustrations. It helps them to remain
comfortable and satisfied in their current status however bad it
is. Humour and ridicule, however, doesn’t lead to a change in the
overall situation. Therefore, the King is not too concerned even if
he is portrayed in a negative light. In a sense humour has become
the ‘opium of the masses’.

Conclusion

Some commentators consider the @zS¢cet stories as a social
critique of the monarchy. While this claim is debatable, as the
stories are re-told in contemporary society in a democratic setting
their effect may be just the opposite. The ¢z3ceb stories depict
society as ordered with the ones in power having the freedom
to act in any way that they please without much consequence.
They portray society as a place where the ordinary citizens
must develop close associations with the people in power in
order to survive and enjoy some of the benefits of that rule.
The stories teach the people in power that they should always
compliment the masses and even be willing to be ridiculed as
ultimately it doesn’t lead to
any change in the status quo.
Does this all sound familiar
to you? Maybe the time has
come to give the axzfceb
stories a rest and start a new
myth which is more suited
for our times.

Yohan Abeynaike
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The Subversive Message

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.
11 Today in the
town of David a
Saviour has been
born to you, he is
the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will
be a sign to you:

You will find a
baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in
a manger.”

13 Suddenly a
great company of
the heavenly host
appeared with the
angel, praising
God and saying,

14 “Glory to God
in the  highest
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”
(Luke 2:10-14 NIV)

Many consider the message that the angel gave to the shepherds as
simply an announcement of the coming of Jesus. Read in this way
it functions as an advertisement — creating awareness of the birth of
Jesus. However, this masks the true gravity of the message. It is as
we enter the world of the shepherds in 1st century Palestine that we
get a sense of the radical nature of what was conveyed that night.

The Roman Message

The birth of Jesus took place during the reign of Emperor
Augustus. The period before had seen many conflicts and
Augustus’ reign was seen as the end of all battles. He started his
reign by closing the doors to the Temple of Janus, a symbolic act
signifying the end of war and the restoration of peace. This peace
lasted for about 200 years and the empire was given anew lease of life
with its culture and economy flourishing more than at any other period
in its history.

The expansion of the Roman Empire was seen by the Romans
as a divine right given to them to rule over the rest of humanity.
Augustus’ reign was hailed as the beginning of the ‘Golden Age’.
Roman rule was seen as an ushering of order, peace, security and
freedom to all in the empire. The economy grew rapidly and the
city of Rome became the centre of the world with the produce from
throughout the empire brought into it.

Augustus was soon venerated as a divine being and a whole
system of emperor worship was begun. The emperor was a
god or spoke for the gods and to obey him was to be in a right
relationship with the world of the gods. The native elites in the
provinces supported this cult as it helped them to secure their own
positions. The birthday of Augustus was designated the beginning
of the New Year and therefore all of life seemed to centre on Rome
and the emperor.

The Angel’s Message

It is in this context that the angel’s message needs to be heard. His
message was good news and great joy to all people and not just
for some in the empire. He proclaimed the coming of a Saviour
who was far greater than the Roman ‘saviour’, Augustus. Peace,
he states, is given not to those whom Augustus favours but to
those that is favoured by Jesus. In time, world history itself will be
centered on the birth of Jesus and not on the birth of Augustus. This
message was radical, firstly, because it displaced the Roman
emperor from the centre of all things and placed Jesus in his
place. In doing so, the angel virtually proclaimed that the reign of
Augustus was illegitimate and contrary to God’s purposes and will.

Secondly, the message is radical because of the nature of the
Saviour described. The Saviour is born not in the royal city of Rome
but in an obscure corner of the empire — Bethlehem. He is not found
in a royal palace surrounded by pomp and glory but in a humble
manger surrounded by

animals. The message

itself is not given to the

elites in society but to

shepherds, who were

nobodies in  society.

This speaks of a totally

different kind of Saviour

who will bring about a

totally different kind of

salvation.

The  shepherds are

faced with a dilemma

— Do they listen

to the voice from

heaven or do they

listen to the voice of the

powers that seemed to control society? Do they give their
allegiance to Jesus or do they give their allegiance to the
Roman Emperor, Augustus? Do they want the kind of
salvation that the Kingdom of God brings or do they prefer what
the Empire promises? There was no middle way. They go and
they see the baby and then spread the news about the child. Itis a
subversive and treacherous act against the empire. World history
has not been the same since then.

Yohan Abeynaike
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Sons Of God

Mosab Hassan Yousef, a Palestinian and the eldest son of
one of the seven Hamas founders and leader Sheikh Hassan
Yousef was born in Ramallah, in the
West Bank in 1978.

He was an integral part of the
movement, for which he was
imprisoned several times by the Shin
Bet, the Israeli intelligence service.
He withstood torture in prison only
to discover Hamas was torturing its
own people in a relentless search for collaborators. He began
to question who his enemies really were - Israel? Hamas?
America?

During that time he was offered a chance to work for Shin
Bet. He took the offer as a way to escape imprisonment, but
later he spied for the Israelis from 1997 to 2007, earning
himself the nickname the “Green Prince” and the Shin Bet
considered him its most valuable source within the Hamas
leadership.

He encountered a British missionary who introduced him
to Christianity in 1999. During a visit to a Christian bible
study class, Yousef heard the teachings of Jesus to “love your
enemy.” He said, “At that point, everything started to change
in my life. The love that I have toward the Jewish nation is
real because of the love of Jesus Christ.”

Yousef said he eventually came to see that Israel was not
the enemy. “We are the enemies of ourselves,” he said. “Our
leaders sent us to death for their own reasons and they still
do. They care about their bank accounts and their positions.
They lie to you on a daily basis for their selfish gain.”

He has since embraced the Christian faith and sought
political asylum in America.

[Yousef’s autobiography, Son of Hamas: A Gripping
Account of Terror, Betrayal, Political Intrigue, and
Unthinkable Choices, written with the assistance of Ron
Brackin, was published in March 2010]

Recent events
at the Jaffna
University where
several students
were assaulted
by armed forces
and arrested by
TID have brought
Jaffna University
to a standstill. the
students began
boycotting
lectures,

urging that the four
students still un-
der detention at
the Welikanda

rehabilitation camp be released and a favorable environment be given
to resume studies.

FUTA on December 12, 2012 said that the young must be given
leeway to express their feelings, opinions and visions within the
limits of the law. And it also urged the authorities to charge the
Jaffna University students detained in Court or release them
forthwith. FUTA further noted that the first condition for this is that
the State must be law abiding with a serious commitment to uphold
the law.

This situation should not be prolonged, for these are sensitive
issues which play with the emotions of the young as well as
undermine their future. In a way it is also a vicious cycle which
should be intervened and broken at some point by some means other
than trying to strangulate it for a transient relief, like the authorities
seem to have done regarding the recent issues.

When it comes to us, we who call ourselves Christians, the
children of God, are entitled to play a unique role by which peace and
harmony within communities are promoted and the name of our Lord
God Jesus is glorified — according to God’s will (Luke 2.14).

Love for Enemies

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate your
enemy.” But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And
if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than
others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect” Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV)

During the recent unrest in the Jaffna University many Tamil
speaking students worried about the behavior of some Sinhala
speaking students when they were beaten by armed forces. In this
post war situation we as Christian University students, especially the
Jaffna students, have to take up responsibility in maintaining peace
and harmony within students even after the ethnic conflict has been
solved.

At this point we, like Mosab Hassan Yousef may possibly have to
answer the same question “who are our enemies?” When thinking of
this, I remembered a poem written by Thomas Hardy — “The Man He
Killed” which I studied during my O/L levels.

The Man He Killed by: Thomas Hardy

Had he and I but met
By some old ancient inn,
We should have set us down to wet
Right many a nipperkin!

But ranged as infantry,
And staring face to face,
I shot at him as he at me,
And killed him in his place.

I shot him dead because—
Because he was my foe,
Just so: my foe of course he was;

That’s clear enough; although




He thought he’d “list, perhaps,
Off-hand like—just as [—
Was out of work—had sold his traps—
No other reason why.

Yes; quaint and curious war is!
You shoot a fellow down
You’d treat, if met where any bar is,
Or help to half a crown.

By this poem Thomas Hardy draws our attention
to the futility of war and its meaningless waste.
He points out forcefully that ordinary people
are friendly and kind towards one another. But
the wars created by interested parties make man
act against his nature. The poem makes us think
very deeply about the havoc that war brings
about, and convinces us that ordinary people can
live without war.

May our Lord God Jesus help us to love our
neighbor as ourself and may He bless us as we
abide by his noble calling of peace making.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God. Matthew 5:9 (NIV)

Benedict Paul Bright
Jaffna University Christian Fellowship
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NSE report June — December

Just as the new NSE was appointed we were faced with a four
month long strike situation by both the Non academics to
start with in June and then the academics from July to mid
October. This no doubt disturbed each and every student,
lecturer as well the little businesses that were created around the
universities. Without being disappointed about the Sri Lankan
higher education system we used this time to search the
scriptures and identify our call in the universities, while deepening
our friendships across the 8 fellowships.

Christ @ Cam

Christ @ Camp organized focusing in the 2011 Advance Level
batch that was awaiting leadership training prior to university
entrance. We chose to educate the students going in to
leadership training as it was a seen as a place where there is lot of
opportunity for evangelism, and an instance to seek for God’s
justice. During this session we looked at how Elijah and Obadaiah
seek God’s justice in a corrupt system, where Elijah fulfilled God’s
will by speaking the truth where as Obadaiah tried to minimize the
damage done to justice in the country. Similarly today we are
called to be an Elijah or an Obadaiah admits the injustice that
happens in our society. We may be the smallest person in the
university or at the leadership camp but when we see
<= injustice taking place how do we
respond to it? We may be as bold
as Elijah who spoke of God’s
judgment or we could be an
Obadaiah who would work within
thecorruptsystemtomakeitjustand
equitable. Next question that
comes to our mind is, is the
. system corrupt? Is the leadership
| training serving what it ought
to serve? Similarly should we
submit to the authority that is in
place in the world? According to
Romans 13 we see that God has put in these authorities for good
governance and order in the society, for the wicked to be
punished and the good to be commended and therefore
submitting to the authority that is in governance is according to
God’s will. Revelations 13 paints the picture of a corrupt authority
which would work in a manner that will not seek for justice, in
such a situation what must our response be?

Activism

Being motivated and pushed from the session on Christ @ Camp
couldn’t be silent during the academic staff strike that followed
immediately. We had _
the  opportunity — of &
participating in  the
forum organized by the
Lecturers  association
of the University of
Moratuwa. We had a =
time of discussion with
Prof. Priyan Dias which

enabled us to better understand the demands of the academics
later show our support in some areas of the demands of FUTA. We
were also able to express our disagreement the salary demands as
the quality of education that we receive from all lecturers wasn’t
satisfactory. Two of the students Dilshan Fernando (from
Keleniya) and Sanjayan Rajasingham (from UCCF) wrote
articles to The Colombo Telegraph and other media while some
of us joined in the various protest marches organized by the
FUTA as well as the [USF. This burning need to bring everything
under the kingship of our Lord has motivated many students to
have personal conversations and discussions with non Christian
friends about the strike situation and help one — another not to lose
motivation and hope. I am also glad to see fellowships like UCCF
and SCFUM bring forward ideas of continuing such discussions
that should be originating within a university. I ask for prayer that
every fellowship will be encouraged and motivated to be God’s
agent for good in their University.

Kairos
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Fellowship of Evangelical Students) and we tried to learn
about how different people have been influenced by God and
called to His mission. We also looked at the IFES work in
different parts of the world reminding us that we belong to a wider
body of Christ. Eastern University resumed the equivalent of the
poya-day programs that take place in Colombo during this period.

Disciplines and faith

One of the main aims of FOCUS is to nurture students — who will
apply their faith to their professional life. In order to facilitate
this we had two evenings for Management and Faith and four
evenings for IT and Faith. Management and faith looked in to
aspects of Marketing and Investments in a biblical perspective,
while IT and faith addressed questions that many university
students face daily such as using pirate software and also looked
at the IT profession in a biblical perspective.

Visits

During the four months of strike we used it effectively in
building friendships across the country and enhancing the
national nature of the ministry. We first visited Jaffna where
Jaffna students had a two day program where one day was
devoted for study about evangelism and second day where
some of us from Colombo joined for a time of fellowship and
fun. The second visit was to Batticaloa, a greater crowd from
Colombo, Priya and Kaushik from Jaffna and Joel from
Uva Wellasa joined. We left Colombo by train on the 12th of
October playing cards and chatting about the strike
action that was called to an end by that time, and many other
topics. It was the first NSE meeting that we had together with the
Batticaloa and Jaffna students After the meeting we spent time
together at passikuda where some of the Batticaloa students also
joined us. I am very thankful to Pahee and Daisy for making
all the arrangements for all of us to come to Batticaloa from
different parts of the island, for the graduates Noel, Mayuran and
Vasanthan who gave immense support in making our stay in
Batticaloa comfortable and enjoyable.

Poya — Day — Programs

Poya day programs were held in Colombo which took a
look at how do be like Christ in the situation we are placed
in through the movie review “The Lady”. In Septem-
ber we tried to evaluate what FOCUS has been to each of
us. This was a good time for every one to look back at the
way we have grown in our individual faith. October was
designated as the World Student Day by IFES (International

23

Christmas Programs

Christmas is a time where the Christians are seen the most
among carols and decorations this is same within the university
culture. This year Eastern University held a carol service as well as
engaged in a minor staff appreciation program, Pera DC held a
carol service with many non Christians attending the
service as well deepening the friendships within the fellowship.
SCFUM going an extra mile tried to paint a different picture of
Christmas among the general university community
who sees Christmas as a time of the year to exchange
gifts and care for the needy. SCFUM screened a video
(link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RX2263GNbgQ) which
brought out the message of Christmas as a celebration to run
throughout the year and not a time to be remembered during
December. UCCF as in the past joined with the catholic union
for the University Carols where the non academic staff was also
appreciated for their service to the smooth running for the
university with a pack of dry ration.

National Student Executive




National Camp 2013

Budget

Projected Expenses

Projected Income

Accomodation

Transport (From North and East to
Thulana and back)

Camp book, registration, decor
Games and Camp fire

Gifts

Technical

Miscellaneous

220,000

60,000

5000
10000
5000
12000
8000

Total Income

Deficit

125,000

195000

Total Expense

320000

320000

NOTE 1

Expected cost per cmper for a day 1,100

no. of days
no. of campers
1100*4*50

expected cost per camper

expected income per camper

If undelivered, please return to,

FOFUS

4
50
220,000

6,400
2,500

NOTE 2

no.of campers

expected income per camper
50*2500

Contributions are Welcome!

Fellowship Of Christian University Students

25A, Waidya Road, Dehiwala

50
2,500
125,000




