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November 2009
From Priyan Dias (Staff Team Leader)

I hope this letter finds you well and in
active service for the kingdom. This is a
report of what we have been up to in the
past six months or so. I have just finished
developing and teaching at our local
church a 7 week course (2 hrs per week)) on
Developing a Christian Worldview. This is
a course that was discussed and forged
together with the FOCUS staffworkers, as
a contribution by FOCUS to the wider
church. The first 4 sessions dealt with the
the Christian Worldview —
Creation, Fall, Redemption and

basis of

Consummation, covering both doctrine
and implications relating to each. The next
3 sessions sought to apply the worldview
to three common areas of life — Marriage,
Family & Singleness; Work & Rest; and
Lifestyle & Place. Our hope is that
FOCUS graduates and friends would use
the material, suitably adapted, to teach this
course in their churches in all parts of the
world (a bit grandiose, What?). The
powerpoint slides, if you wish to have
them, are available on the FOCUS website
(itself well worth visiting now —
www.focus]k). Among other things, it
teatures blogs by Vinoth Ramachandra
(who we all know very well) and by Yohan
Abeynaike, a FOCUS staffworker who
writes with great maturity and insight —
you will read him to your profit.

One of the things that FOCUS is trying
to do (in a more focused way!) is to “join
the conversations of others”. This

involves interacting with them on their

“home turf” rather than on ours. Some
of our staff now “hang out” for even an
entire day on a university campus, where
they meet friends of FOCUS students.
FOCUS academic staff at Peradeniya
have been attending a series of talks on
Science and Religion at the Department
of Buddhist and Pali Studies. In fact they
“organized” an invitation for me to give a
lecture on a
subject called “Is
Science very
different from
Religion — A
Christian
Perspective” that
was well attended
and received —
although I am
always a bit
suspicious when I
am too well

received (ie. does it mean I am not
standing in the tradition of the prophets,
than
applauded!!). In the course of preparing
for the talk 1 read Rev. Dr. John

Polkinghorne's Theology in the Context

who were stoned rather

of Science, which I warmly recommend
to those who are either theologically or
scientifically inclined, or both (it is a
small book too!)

I have to report (for those of you who
have not heard already) the sudden recent
death (at the age of 52) of Uthum Herat,
aschoolmate and friend of mine who was
associated with FOCUS almost since its
inception. He held a doctorate from
Purdue and was Deputy Governor of our
Central Bank when he died, but was a
most  self-effacing person. I had the
privilege of preaching at his funeral
service. I used Mt 5:5 as my text and
explored why a man who had achieved so
much had acquired so little — no house,
no car, no wife & family and no Iong life.
It appears that Uthum, who most
certainly had the mind of Christ, also
lived a life, the details of which were
uncannily similar to our Lord's. The
press has been full of appreciations of his
exemplary character and brilliant
intellect — he will be missed by the entire
nation (though they hardly knew of
him), not to mention the small
Methodist congregation he was part of
for a lifetime.

Our continuing search for a General
Secretary (GS) has led us to advertise
both and Christian

magazines — please have a IOOI( at our

in churches

website too. Perhaps God is leading you
to apply for this responsibility, or you
know someone else who may fit the bill —
please get in touch with us. Our staff
team will also be depleted at the end of
the year with Sachindra Samararatne and
Anushke Gunaratne (both year long
short term staffers) hoping to leave us.
We pray for both of them and their
futures; and for new staff to join — we
need in particular a woman staffworker.
Anushke is applying for places overseas
to do postgraduate study in IT policy.
Please pray that he would get both an
appropriate placement and financial
assistance. Sachindra got engaged to
Nilusha. She is a batchmate and fellow
“FOCUSite”, who is very amenable to
Sachindra re-joining FOCUS staff after
a stint in the “real world”. We pray that
their life and ministry together will be

fruitful.

Kolitha Dissanayake, our staffworker in
Peradeniya, is getting some good support
from the FOCUS academic staff there,
but all of them need to collectively come
up with ways to exploit Kolitha's new role
as the (Protestant) chaplain. Meanwhile,
largely as a result of Kolitha's faithful
visits, we had a camp for students of the
new Uva Wellessa University near
Badulla. Adrian Morel, a FOCUS
graduate who is the consultant
pediatrician in Badulla, contributed
significantly in organizing it.
Paheerathan, our staffworker in Jaffna,
organized a student camp there after
many years, to which we sent Yohan
Abeynaike and Premkumar as speakers. I
covet your prayers for the now dormant
ministry at the Colombo Medical Faculty
through the Medical Students Christian
Fellowship, once such a vibrant group.
We are hoping to get a medical couple,
Drs Roshanth and Kavitha
Somasundaram, to help us resuscitate it.
We also need to think about how to
minister to the Eastern University
Student Feﬂowship, given we have no
staffworker in Batticaloa now. Our
former staffworker, Umagaran is based in
the East though and is now on the
Administrative Council.....Dinesha
Samararatne returned to Sri Lanka (with
her husband Suren Watson) after
obtaining an LLM from Harvard. She is
an outspoken witness for Christ at
Colombo University, where she lectures
at the Law Faculty. Both she and her
husband are hoping to live in part of the
FOCUS premises, along with her
parents. We think they may both be able
to contribute to the ministry through
their home (Suren is a former short term
staffworker too), but want to ensure that
their privacy is not disturbed too much.

The war in Sri Lanka is now over, but the
achieving of peace and reconciliation will
take more time. The continuing
detention of Internally Displaced
Persons in camps has caused much
heartburn. Political agendas appear to
dominate all decision making. Anyway,
we are very grateful for the cessation of
hostilities and an end to war casualties.
We are also happy to be instrumental in
helping financially a number of Eastern
University students affected by the

hostilities.
Sincerely,

Priyan




God' guidance...Camp & Carols

Camp:

As an NSE we decided to have a sort of a
leadership camp because some of our
students are not aware of their role in their
respective universities. Later we decided
that we should focus more on the new
students in the University. Therefore we
decided to have a camp especially for the
students who have newly joined the
universities so that the students can
understand their role and ministry in their
universities so that they will become good
leaders in the future.

God was with us and guiding us from the
word “GO” for the camp. The camp
committee did not have many students
who have experience in organizing camps.
It was a new experience for each and
everyone in the camp committee. No one
was sure what to do. However, God raised
the right persons at the right time to
handle the organizing.

The theme of the camp was “Transition”.
The camp was held from the 27th of
November to the 29th November in

“Arunodaya centre” in Athurugiriya.

God was with every speaker in the camp.
Through the speakers God spoke to the
students and taught us a lot of new things.
We were worried about the worship
sessions. God was with the worship leaders
and worship sessions. We had a nice camp
site in Athurugiriya. Also God gave us
good food. The games and the camp fire
also went very well.

At a point we were not sure how many
students will be coming on camp. We were
not even sure whether 25 students will
come on camp. However, in the end 35
students participated from Colombo, Sri
]ayewardenepura, Moratuwa and Kelaniya
Universities. There were also 4 pre-uni
students.

As a whole the camp went well and
students were able to learn new things,
identify their role in the Universities and
were also able to make new friends and

en] Oy camp.

I like to take this opportunity to thank all
the staft workers for leading us and
encouraging us, and the camp committee
for putting their full effort to make this
camp a success.

I pray that the students who participated
in the camp will use the things they learnt
and their new experiences gained in the

camp to glorify God's name in their R

respective Universities and also be better
disciples through identifying their roles in
the University.

Carols:

Initially as a fellowship we didn't plan on
doing carols this time because some
faculties were planning to have separate
carols and we didn't have enough number
The Catholic Student
Movement of University of Colombo
approached me and asked whether UCCF

can join them and do carols this time. It

Of students.

was a surprise for us. We never expected
this approach from the Catholic student
movement. We decided to join hands with
them. We decided to sing two songs in the
carols service and we wanted to sing songs
which have clear messages. We chose one

Sinhala and one English song.

The Senior Student Councilor has asked
the Catholic Student Movement to
involve the UCCF in the carol service.
The Senior Student Councilor got to
know UCCEF through the poster
campaign we were planning to do earlier
this year.

We could not practice a lot because of
time clashes. Therefore 1 was really
worried whether we will be able to sing the
songs well. I kept my trust only in God.
God was with us. We were able to sing the
songs well and the carols went well. It was
totally a different experience for me. I
thank God for giving that opportunity

too.

Through these activities God helped me
to get close to him and He also helped me
to understand that if we trust Him, we
can do anything,

P.S.Romesh
UCCF

Please find Pictures
on camp “Transition”
on the last page




i BOOK REVIEWS

True Love in aWorld of False Hope
—by Robbie Castleman

Reclaiming God's desire for sexual
relationships will never be easy. People love
talking about sex and relationships but
often young people today have no clear
vision for their sexual life or sexual
relationships. In truth, gluttony and
drunkenness s as a serious as sexual
misconduct but the nature of the sexuality
that we have been created with, makes us
suffer much more in sexual relationships
even long after it is over.

Knowing the ideal and what is expected
may help when dating, and may even help
to take measures not to fall into sin. But
giving one's life over to Christ does not
mean that one will not fall into sexual sin.
It is helpful to know before one falls into
sin the consequences and where one can
turn to in search for help.

Some sexual sins may have occurred before

one gives him/her self to Christ. How do

you deal with these and how does one
confide in one's partner? In any
relationship, especially in friendships,
it is important to be honest with each
other about one's desires, feelings and
tendencies if misunderstandings are to

be minimal.

The author draws heavily from her own
life and experience of working with
university students and youth. She
deals with flirting, kissing, touching,
emotional

sexual intercourse,

fornication, masturbation and
pornography; how it leaves us
disappointed and guilty even long after
we have been forgiven and have

acknowledged that we are forgiven.

What does real love look like and what
do redeemed rebels look like? A very
down-to-earth book which 1
recommend to read for dating couples
and singles who will one day tie the
knot or may perhaps are considering to

be single.

Review by Noeline Prins

A review onThe Busy christians guide to busyness by Tim Chester

If being busy is your THING and if you
have always thought it was a big deal
then I recommend this book to you. The
author has written the book in such a
way that it grabs the attention of the
laziest of readers. The author addresses
our priorities and redirects it into
glorifying God without pursuing the
desires of our heart. I am a person who
wants to handle many tasks during a day
just to feel I've accomplished a lot.
Maybe me typing this book review is
part of that
whole
accomplishment
mania. Rarely
would I say 'no'
to someone
because I would
like to feel that
I'm important.
The author
addresses this by
saying, "we dont
want to rest

because we want to be indispensable.
We don't want to stop being
productive because our identities are
rated in activity and
accomplishment". What else is there
for me to say, clean bowled. Are you a
perfectionist who doesn't admit it but
still wants everything done perfect.
The author argues that perfectionism
makes a person feel busy. The pareto
rule explains that only 20% of ones
time is needed to achieve 80% of the
task and the efficiency diminishes. So
maybe 80% is ok because humans are
limited beings which neither you or I
are open to accept. It defines success
as being faithful to one's belief system
and questions the way we limit
spiritual activities to church work.
Sometimes we find ourselves too busy
because of random church work and
we try to please God to the extent
that even God doesn't require so
much of us. Overall its highly

practical and easy to read. Enjoy!
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he Arts-related discussion
programme organised by FOCUS
was, for me, a very thought-provoking
one. It was divided into two sections: a
Vinoth

Ramachandra in the morning, and a

discussion with Dr.

movie in the afternoon.

The discussion highlighted many things
worth taking into consideration. One
was that one cannot compartmentalize

life “faith”
“everything else”. We were faced with the

one's into one's and
statement that if a person claims to truly
believe in something —be it Christianity,

Buddhism, it should
logicaﬂy shape the way the person lives,

atheism etc.,

and interacts with other people. For
example, if a person believes that there is
no real point to life, but strives to
surround himself with things of beauty
and find enjoyment, there is created a
discrepancy between his faith and his life
— which means that there exists a fallacy
in one or the other. If a person believes
that God (in the form of a perfect being
who determines what is right and wrong)
does not exist, then they must question
where the desire to be good, and their
concept of justice and fairness, originates
from, and indeed why and how they exist
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themselves.

The Arts, as well as the Sciences, are
modes whereby people seek the truth —be
it through experimentation, or through
learning about what and how people
think. Therefore the idea of truth was a

major theme in our discussion.
We also examined relativism from a
logical point of view. In the modern
world, relativism is considered the most
diplomatic position to hold: accepting
that everyone's views are right, since they
are relative to people's backgrounds, etc.
We found that, while some beliefs are
similar to each other, and can therefore be
accepted together, there are others thatare
mutually exclusive, and that therefore, not
all claims to truth can really be accepted as
valid. Furthermore, the idea that all roads
lead to God assumes the existence of an
outsider in a position to make that claim:
a position that no human being actually
holds.

Instead of holding the view that
everything that claims to be true, or even
the view that nothing that claims to be
true is true, we were encouraged to
consider learning about the different
“truths” that people believe — i.e. the
different faiths we come into contact with
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—and consider the logic of the progression
of ideas promoted by that particular faith,
and come to our own conclusions, and
encourage others to come to their
conclusions, that way.

The idea of truth continued in the second
part of the programme, where we watched
the movie “Wag the Dog”: a satire of
power, corruption and the blind
acceptance of the media's portrayal of the
truth. The discussion after the movie also
brought out these themes, as well as some
deeper symbolic references below the
surface.

As an Arts student, I appreciated the way
this programme showed the Arts' potential
to portray truth or the search for truth,
being it in a film like the one we watched, a
painting, or even social and political
theory. It was this aspect that gave my
studies at university

a deeper meaning

and encouraged me

to learn more.

-Shamanthi-
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Transition 2009

I thank GOD for giving me the
opportunity to join the FOCUS Camp:
Transition 2009. The camp was

organized mainly for the first year and

second year students. As a first year
student of University of Moratuwa, it
was a great opportunity for me to
discover who I am and what my role as
a Christian in the
university. I have
not been to a
camp before, and
the FOCUS
camp was a new
experience to me.
The camp was

held
Arunodhaya

n

Centre in
Athurugiriya.
The environment
there was really
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great, and it was a nice break from all
the work and studies. We had 5
sessions during this three day camp.
They were based on Identity, Gospel,
Work, Disciplines and Relationships.
All of them were important to me as a
first year university student. Praise and
worship times were conducted by
different universities. During the quiet
times we went through the bible.
Really great and challenging games were
organized by the FOCUS staff. We
really enjoyed our selves during the
games. The camp fire was also a
wonderful experience. We enjoyed a lot
during the camp fire.

I made lot of new friends from
different universities, and spent a
wonderful time in the camp. I thank
and congratulate the camp committee
for their wonderful job.

Janith Weerasinghe
SCFUM
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GCFSL@googlegroups.com on SCOPE

Subject: Rush for Professor...
Date: Sat, 26 Dec 2009 11:37:26

From:  <weerasinghes(@gmail.com>

These past few weeks there has been a
scramble among staff in the Universities
in Sri Lanka to apply for Professor
(owing to the process apparently being
made more difficult from 2010)! It
highlighted something I had blogged

about (in my mostly defunct blog!)

sometime ago which can be found at
http://manaskaraya.blogspot.com/2007
/11/doing-research-in-sri-lanka.html

While some of my reasons have changed
a bit since, I'd like to hear your response
to it...

BTW, I do apologize for any who may
have applied... my views are obviously
coloured by my experience and may not
apply to you! And of course I have deep
respect for the Professors within the
FOCUS group (as well as several outside
it): as you know, all Sikhs are Singh's but
not all Singh's are Sikh...

Ruvan Weerasinghe

@ edmos - Reflections

Tuesday, November 27, 2007

Why I'm not (and won't be) a Professor
A cursory glance at the world's
dictionaries (or indeed Wikipedia)
confirms that the title Professor does not
carry a unique definition. In France for
instance, my daughter's pre-school
teacher was Professeur Gendt. In other
countries such as the USA, Japan and
several others, it refers to someone who is
a member of faculty of a college or
university. There are also various other
definitions around the world ranging
from referring to a person who is on
tenure to the head of an academic
department.

I must confess that in all of these senses,
T am a Professor and am often referred to
as such by various communities that meet
at International meetings and conferences
for the past decade or so (I used to
correct them at the beginning but realised
its futility as most of them couldn't
understand what I was making a fuss
about!).

In most commonwealth countries
however, the term has a more specific
meaning. It is the highest position within
the hierarchy of academics in a university

or college. The Latin term itself refers
to a person who professes to be an
expert in some art or science, a teacher
of highest rank. This highest of
meanings is what characterises the
definition in these countries, including

Sri Lanka.

Unfortunately, much of what
constitutes that high ideal is missing in
academics who are conferred that title
in our university system today. Of
course many of them possibly do
profess to be experts in some art or
science and so would qualify under the
Latin definition (though whether they
are so, is often unclear since the term
expert itself has no unique meaning!). I
do not consider myself as someone who
has dedicated his life to research and
academia to an extent that fits this lofty
definition. To be sure, like everyone else,
till around 2002, I did march along that
road to promotion, collecting points to
earn my right to be called a Professor,
as could be seen by my online CV (in a
frozen state since then). I wrote
academic papers, presented them at
conferences, supervised research
projects, did my bit of administration,
spent sabbaticals in prestigious research
centres and reformed my teaching,. I
even totted up my points to see if I had
enough to be at least an Associate
Professor!

The current Professor promotion
scheme in Sri Lanka, is so minutely
specified, that it can be targetted by any
academic without any interest in
research or teaching leave alone the lofty
ideal of contributing to the global body
of knowledge! Indeed anything in life
that is so tightly specified often falls
into the pitfall that renders the system
quite useless. In case of doubt, consider
whether we really are identifying all
those who are really gifted learners in
our Grade § scholarship exam — or is it
only those who can retain the most
from a particular year in school (Grade
5) that is turning out to be as good a
definition of hell for them as we can
device!

As someone has said, in most cases, we
value what we can measure (read:
reading, writing and arithmetic — or for
that matter: quantitative, analytical and
verbal; and call it IQ) rather than trying
to measure what we should value (read:
kinesthetic, spatial, musical,
interpersonal, intrapersonal skills also;

including measures such as EQ)

All this is not to refute the claim that

Sri Lanka has indeed produced some

men and women who have dedicated

their lives in the pursuit of knowledge

and its sharing. Indeed there are even a

handful to be found in the universities

these days! There are also several who
were never bestowed the title since they
were either not in university
employment or their contributions were
not recognized at the time.

This brings me to my top 10 reasons

for not being (and not striving to be) a

Professor.

10. Some of the best researchers in my
tield, and many other fields I am aware
of, around the world are simply Mr.
(and some Dr.)

9. Professor is nothing more (and
arguably, nothing less) than a
designation in a university — not a
qualification to be flaunted in public
for all purposes

8. If professors call themselves Prof.
why not directors, Dir., managers,
Man., executives, Exec. or indeed
architects, Arch., philosophers, Phil. or
composers, Comp.?

7. Whether one is a Distinguished
Senior Professor at Harvard, MIT or
Stanford, or an Associate Professor
(or Assistant in some cases) at one of
the many tens or hundreds of colleges
of a little known university in some
far flung country, your title would be
the same, simply Prof.

6. The fraternity (of Professors) is not
one particularly honouring to belong
to anymore in Sri Lanka — check out
any university Senate here these days!

5. The quest to give yourself in service,
and that of collecting points to
become a professor are not always
aligned — often one is done at the
expense of the other

4. The title Prof. is often used as a title
of elitism rather than one signifying a
dedication to a
life spent in the
creation and
dissemination of
knowledge

3. Professorship
has made most
who posses it
become conceited
and puffed up
rather than
making them

humble and
indebted to the




society that nurtured them (as I
personally believe it should)

2. The title Professor is aspired to more
often than not by those who rely on it

as their main source of identity (which 1

personally am not in need of)

And my top reason for not being (nor
wanting to be) a Professor is:

I. I do not consider myself as having

spent my life (or spending what's left of

it) in the pursuit of knowledge creation
and dissemination the way the masters
of scientific research did in the past
(nor I suspect are many of my
colleagues who have joined that
fraternity or are frantically striving to!)

Uthum Memories

From: Kumar Sinniah

He has been in our

thoughts and prayers

and I wonder if other &

GCF's have some

wonderful memories to share online about

Uthum.

One of my fond memories of Uthum is
meeting him at the airport in Zurich on
my way to Sri Lanka. Isaw this guy
walking towards me with a long umbrella
in his hand. He was the only person inside
the airport who was carrying an umbrella.
As he came closer, I realized it was Uthum
and I told him that it wasn't raining inside
the airport for him to carry the umbrella.
Then he said, agh... but it is raining in
Colombo! Sure enough when we landed it
was pouring. That incident seeing him
inside the airport pacing with his long
umbrella still cracks me up. Always a great

guy.
From: Evan Ekanayake

The day that Priyans Father died i was

standing at the gate of no 21 A Alwis
place and
wondering where
the crowd was and
looking lost when
a sort of oldish
guy walked up too
and spoke in a
really polite and
articulate way to
me asking where
the Dias funeral
house was, I said i
was also looking
for it and then
some one pointed

it out to us. We walked down together to
Priyans sisters house further down the
road and talked a bit. He struck me as
extremely polished though in those
famous sandals ( cloth bag??) and simple
clothing i'd got used to seeing on some of
the older GCFers. When we got to the
Dias funeral house we parted company
without knowing who each was.

T was later called and introduced to this
same person by Priyan. He was Uthum
Herath. Once again we chatted in Priyans
sisters garden, and he told me about the
early days when FOCUS came in to
existence and i told him about what was
happening currently. Of course .. those
were the days when we were thinking
dreaming eating and drinking the FOCUS
HOME so ( unsuprisingly) i went on
about all that to him..that was the first and
last time i spoke to Uthum Herath and i
was totally impressed and proud to think
such a person knew the lord and was also a

early associate of FOCUS..

I saw him once more at the FOCUS and
GCF family day held in Moratuwa ..( or
some were south) where again he shared a
short funny and eloquent memoir of his
time in FOCUS.

Uthum, I felt so privileged to even have
had one conversation with you. I will
continue where we left off in when i meet
you heaven.

From:  Jude Fernando

What a week! T have very good memories
of Uthum. I still remember two camps
(Trinity and Augsta Hill) where I slept
next to his bed. I cracked so many
practical jokes on him. We laughed all
night. He was so funny, but serious.
Every now and then I used to see him. I
know how much his colleagues at CB
loved him. Last week was very interesting.
So many of us prayed for him and got
closer to God. Sometime, it is other
peoples suffering that get us rethink our
relationship with God and gets us closer
to Him. So we thank God for Uthum’s
life.

I think Uthum is the first to go in our
FOCUS family (of course young
Ratnaraja and Two killed in Guruthalawa
St. Thomas, but Uthum was with focus
from early days)

as Evan says, lets meet at
the place where we all want to be.

From Amal

My last recollection of Uthum was at

@G@L@googlegmups.com on SCOPE

Shello's two months ago. He was in a
jocular mood as usual, whispering
profound statements on the lighter side
of my efforts in transport!

A casual conversation I had then has led
to a meeting next Friday where Central
Bank employees have invited NTC to
introduce the CityLiner office transporter
to them. But like many of the things he
initiated this too he will not be alive to
see. Im sure we will live to discover more
of his contributions as time unfolds.

Of many things I can recall, I think what
stands out is the example of how he did
things quietly and unobtrusively. At
times, many of us found his solitude and
privacy irksome as we knew his potential
to contribute in wider spaces. But that
was Uthum. In fact the very day he had
fallen sick, we were expecting him at the
Policy and Governance Group meeting.
Again he was one person who we almost
always missed at those meetings.

If anyone had met Uthum so would you
have met his beloved umbrella. When
Premila broke the news to Aloka our
daughter, she immediately recalled him as
Uthum the Umbrella Uncle! Yes, in my
abc too U stands for Uthum - that name
was really synonymous with an umbrella.

GCEF has lost more than a member. It has
lost a unique dimension to a ministry as a
Christian in Sri Lanka. I thank God for
having introduced me to Uthum early n
my life and for his example of silent but
significant service.

From:  Premkumar Selliah

It was late 80s where we used to meet for
the monthly meeting of SOCS in
Colombo. After every meeting Uthum
had the habit of taking some of us to a
thosai Kadai to have Thosai or Iddli that
is a normal Jaffna meal. Since I had to
travel all the way from Anuradhapura,
was a regular participant of that meal. I
can vaguely remember Sunil
Wickramasooriya too had joined in one
or two. Many of us are not aware that
Uthum had been an early Jaffna university
student. That would be the reason for his

liking towards Jaffna food.

After so many years I had the
opportunity of meeting Uthum (of
course with the umbrella in his hands) at
the GCF get together at the AQUA,
Moratuwa and we shared the sweet
memories of the SOCS and the meal
thereafter. If my memory serves right, he
concluded his speech there by saying
“....and that is the genesis of FOCUS




and my involvement with it.”

Though I am sad on his departure, I thank
God for Uthum for his simpleness, for his
commitment towards the FOCUS and
GCF at that time.

May the good Lord be with the family
members of Uthum at this time of sorrow

a.nd COHSOI(‘ them.
From Nilhan Niles

On Friday afternoon I had a conversation
with someone who stated his opinion that
the more educated and "qualified" a
person was, the less humane and more
arrogant he or she became. This with
examples from a number of mutual
acquaintances.

Friday night I saw Sumathy's mail on
Uthum's passing, and I remembered this
conversation. If my friend had met Uthum
he would have speedily revised his opinion.
A more humane and humble person I have

yﬁt to meet.

My earliest memories of Uthum was when
I was a schoolboy. Uthum was a visiting
preacher at KMC, and genemﬂy
disinterested though I was at the sermon,
Uthum's sermons generally kept my
attention, and I remember being impressed
with his clear-cut ideas and his sense of
humour.

Many years later I had the privilege of
making his acquaintance during my
occasional visits to the Mt. Lavinia
Methodist Church, where he worshipped
regularly. I don't remember an umbrella,
but Uthum did have many other Father
Brown-like qualities. His gentle smile, his
humble bow (even to those who were much
junior to him), his quiet words of
encouragement, and his no-nonsense
attitude towards Scripture and the core
Christian beliefs (which I remember
coming out clearly in a sermon he preached
at an Easter Cantata at the Dehiwala
Methodist Church) stand out in my

memory.

Uthum has gone to be with the Lord. We
who are left behind can give thanks for this
little giant, who showed us so well that it
was possible to rise to great heights
professionally and still walk humbly with
our God.

From Dileni

Suresh and I met Uthum for the first time
at a FOCUS camp when he had just
returned from the U.S. after higher studies.
Soon after that we were going to the U.S.
ourselves, for post grad studies. We we
were shocked and dismayed when the Visa

officer refused to give us visas. We both
had close connections (which we had
declared) with people who had gone to
the US. as students and changed visa
status. Our strategy was to get letters
from people we knew who had gone to
the U.S. and elsewhere as students and
had returned and were serving Sri Lanka.
Uthum, though he barely knew us,
willingly wrote us a letter to give the visa
officer. (Ranil Abayasekara was someone
else who did the same).

Later, Suresh got to know Uthum better
when he worked in the same building. On
a day that I happened to be visiting
Suresh, Uthum came down (or up?) in the
middle of a busy schedule to say hi. I was
admiring the view of the sea from the
window and had my back to the door,
when a quiet voice said "We charge for
the view, you know". I cannot stop
wishing that he were this side of the
horizon still, at a time when his
contribution here matters so much.

I still have the email he wrote when I
asked him to contribute to the FOCUS
25th anniversary book--reluctantly
declining due to his hectic schedule, but
expressing the hope that the volume
would be most comprehensive.

From Harsha

One of the most remarkable features of’
Uthum Herat was that there was
something memorable in almost every
single encounter one had with him! Here
are a few highlights from my experience.

a) When Uthum was attending Jaffna
University, and came back home to
Mount Lavinia on vacation, he would
periodically drop into my home for a chat.
T was struck by the frequency of his visits
back to Mount Lavinia, and asked him
how often universities were on vacation.
He explained that the university had three
scheduled vacations per year, and an
innumerable number of unscheduled
vacations called strikes!

b) When I completed my GCE A/L and

was entering university, I went to see
Uthum at his home to ask him about

university life. One of the things he said
was that "' you will find, when you go to
university, that the world of S.Thomas
College is only a small slice of Sri Lankan
life. The university will show you just how
small that slice is, and how broad and
varied Sri Lanka really is. " This was, of
course, perfectly true. And I remember
this comment, all these years later (let me
leave it to the mathematicians in GCF to
calculate the exact number of years!).

¢) One day, after I graduated from
Colombo University, Uthum (who was then
working in the Central Bank and whom I
had not met for a few years) suddenly
visited me at home (complete with his
umbrellal). He explained that he had read
the university degree results in the
newspapers, and called on me that very
evening to offer his congratulations. This
was, of course, typical of his
thoughtfulness.

d) When Uthum was at the IMF, and 1
travelled periodically to Washington for
work, we used to meet up once every trip
for dinner. Uthum would remark that the
pace of life in Sri Lanka had become more
hectic than in the U.S. As evidence in
support of his statement, he would point
out that we met more often in Washington
than in Sri Lanka!

¢) Uthum, in recent years, would come for
meetings of the Mount Lavinia chess club,
provided they were held in Mount Lavinia,
and not as far afield as, say, Dehiwela or
Ratmalana! On his last visit, when the chess
club met at my home in August, | showed
him a photograph I had copied, dating
from about the 1920s, which had a group
of ladies in front of the Kurunegala
Residency. One of

the ladies was our common ancestress,
Uthums great-grandmother and my great-
great-grandmother. After looking at the
photograph he remarked that, " as is to be
expected, our common ancestress is the
ugliest lady in the picture! "

f) Finally, my earliest story. Uthum used to
play for the S.Thomas College senior chess
team, when I was still a small boy wearing
blue shorts to school and playing for the
S.T.C. junior chess

team. The senior Royal - Thomian chess
match was scheduled to be played one
Saturday, at Royal. I was walking towards
S.T.C. one day to attend chess practice and
to ask the seniors whether

I could come that week-end and watch the
match, when I met Uthum on Hotel Road,
just outside the school. He told me that "
you will have to take my place in the chess
team for the match against Royal, as I have
to go with the College S.C.M. to attend a
CISCF meeting on Saturday ". (Uthum was
the Secretary of the S.T.C. Student
Christian Movement). I protested that
could not take his place in the team, but he
brushed the protests

aside, stating that the

CISCF meetings was

very important. And

50, he opened the

door for me into the

S.T.C. chess team!




Fellowship News and Prayer points

We have been meeting on Thursdays at
12 in the science faculty for our Bible
studies. We are now doing studies on the
Gospel of Luke. The study on the Gospel
of Luke challenges us a lot. The life of
Jesus in this earth, his teachings and how
Jesus trained the disciples challenged us.
These study series also helps us to
identify the qualities we should have to
become true disciples.

‘We have got some new students for the
fellowship from the first year. We thank
God for them.

‘We did a joint carol programme with the
Catholic Students Movement. It was held
on the 17th of December in the UCSC
auditorium. We sang two songs in the
carols. It was a new experience for the
members in the fellowship to work with
the Catholic Students Movement. We
thank God for giving the opportunity.

We participated in the “Transition” camp
2009 in Athurugiriya. It was the first
camp for some of us. The camp helped us
to identify our roles in the University.
The first session was on identity and it
helped us to identify our identity in the
University. The next session was on the
Gospel. It taught us what the real Gospel
is. The session on work helped us to learn
what the bible says about work. The
session on disciplines helped us to
understand our weaknesses in our
spiritual life and it helped us to rectify
and come close to God. The final session
was on relationships and it helped us to
understand about the relationships.

Prayer requests:

o Pray for the new students who joined
us, so that they will continue being
witnesses in the University.

Please pray for our fellowship so that

more members will come for the
tellowship
meetings thus
enabling us to be
disciples and to
carry out our
ministry well in
the University.

End of another
eventful year, many
things have been
done through out the

year as the Student Christian Fellowship
of University of Mortuwa. We are
thankful to God as a fellowship for the
guidance on this blessed year. Within the
year we carried out events that allowed
us to get to know various groups within
the University. One such event was the
collection of essential items for the IDP
's at Vavuniya. In that we were able to
get the help of many student groups of
the university and to convey the message
of unity at others need.

The fellowship also had to face few
challenging times in this period of time.
Major one was the passing out of almost
all senior members. It was time of
concern for us as there was a lack of
experienced students. But our God being
a providing God, helped us through the
experienced staff of FOCUS who
helped us in many ways. We thank and
praise God for the new people who
joined the fellowship within the past
couple of months. We were able to find
many contacts from both the new batch
and the senior students. Many of them
were very interested in the fellowship
and were encouraging to work with.

We had our AGM on December 17th
2009 with the help of members and
especially the involvement of the
lecturers. In that it was evident that the
lecturers were very helpful and interested
to help us with their experience, even
with their very tight schedules. Many
new faces were added to the new
committee. But from the past few
months experiences, it is clear that they
all have the passion of being a witness

for God.

The Fellowship currently meetings on
Thursdays for the Bible studies and
discussions, are held on various issues of
society. We have started the book of
'ACTS' as a series of studying. For the
Past couple of months, Wednesday's
morning prayer time could not be
continued as we usually did. But with the
new members committing themselves to
the fellowship we are trying to start it as
soon as possible.

We praise the Lord for giving us the
opportunity to serve Him in the
University. Through all these activities
we are able to gain experience as
individuals to choose the correct path
for our lives. As the new year begins we
are hoping for a fresh start. A Program
to express our appreciation to the minor
staff and a few other programs are in the
list for the new year. For these we are

praying to God for the best of the

personal commitment from our members.
We are also praying for members who are
gong through some tough times. Yet
again we thankfully praise God for all the
blessings we had through out.

JAYAWARDANAPURA

We thank God for the past year which
was filled with activity and bonding. We
are thankful for the 10 new first years
that joined last semester from which
about 6 attend regularly for meetings.

We now have around 20 members in our
fellowship, and about 10-12 members

attend regularly fOI‘ meetings.

We want thank God for the FOCUS

staff who continued to work with us last
year. Especially want to thank God about
Sachindra aiya who guided us and helped

us In SO many ways.

We organized a Christmas Program for
the first time last year. We thank God for
making it a success and for everyone who
contributed generously.

Prayer points

o Pray that more members will join the
fellowship and continue the university
ministry in J'pura.

Thank God for the new contacts
found from the science and
management faculty.

Pray that God will give every member
in the fellowship the ability to lead a
bible study.

We thank God for helping us to meet
new students and bring them into our
feﬂowship. ‘We, as one body, got together
to build up His kingdom in the
university. There are more than twenty
five students on their wheels to build up
His Kingdom in the university. As usual
we gather twice a week regularly
(Tuesdays and Thursdays). We have half
a day program once a month. From last
month the university has provided us
with a convenient room known as
“Meditation hall” in the students'
complex. We were using a lecture hall
known as “old canteen block”. We are
planning to have a Christmas program in
the university chapel in January. As most
of the students are to appear for the
examination, we are unable to hold it in
December. On the last Thursday of every
month a guest speaker is invited. We visit
and encourage a few students those who
are going to enter the university next year.




They will be joining our fellowship. We
thank God for making it possible to have
a GCF meeting after few years. We do

hope this will continue regularly.

We thank God for His leading and for
providing for the needs of our
fellowship throughout this year

We thank God for helping us to hold a
camp in September 2009 after few
years

We thank God for bringing new
students through our visits and
efforts

We thank God for the new senior
treasurer

We thank God for providing a
convenient room for our usage (we
had been praying for this for a long
time)

We thank God for all the people who
came from Colombo and ministered
us

We thank God for FOCUS and its
generosity which provides timely
help to the students who are affected
by the ethnic war

We thank God for easing our transport
between Jaffna and other parts of
Srilanka. We hope it will be a golden
opportunity for our fellowship

Pray for...

Pray for our freshers who have just
joined our fellowship. They are
regular for our meetings and much
involved in our ministry. Their
names are, Srikanth, Kumarasingam,
Maryistala, Lenin, Ruffna Nicholas,
Ravikumar, Piratheepan and Menaha

Pray for the program which we are going
to hold in January 2010

Pray for the new student leaders and
core group as they take their
responsibilities as a new committee
soon

Pray for the students who are passing

SGM and Induction Service
of Savithri Sumanthiran
as our new
General Secretary

Will be held on
6th February 2010
at
Kollupitiya Methodist Church

The SGM will be at 9.30am
followed by the Induction service
thereafter.

Please inform other GCFers
and join us on this special day!

out this year. Eesan, an active
member of our fellowship, and
Dayany, our organist, are passing
out this year.

Pray for the commitment and regular
attendance of the students. (Even
though we have 25 students in our
feﬂowship only half of them attend
the meetings regularly)

Pray for our Christmas visits. We have

from Engineering faculty. What was
special here was that the one who joined
from the Dental Faculty converted as a
Christian in March 2009.We are really
happy for her.

As usual we meet for Bible studies on
Tuesdays. These days we are studying
Colossians. The Second week of
December we had our Carol Service. By

scheduled to visit all the students of God's grace the service was conducted

our fellowship and a get together to

well. Many non-Christian students

build up our relationships with each participated & a group of people came

other.

KELANIYA

We thank God for His blessings
throughout the past years and the ways
in which He has used us to share the
gospel in our University. With the new
batch joining, two new students have
also become part of our fellowship. We
have been able to meet up a few times
and we look forward to the coming year
in which we will be able to spend more
time expounding the word, sharing and
praying. Please uphold us in your
prayers as we prepare to face new
challenges in the coming year.

I am really thankful to Jesus for the
blessings that He has given Pera DC
through this year. After a long vacation,
university started around September for
a new academic year 2009/2010. For
the past twenty five years we were not a
registered group & PUSCM was
registered on behalf of the non
Christian students, because of that it
was a bit of difficult to organize things
officially under the name of Pera DC.
So we decided to register ourselves as
PUSCM. We arranged an AGM in
October for the re-registration of
PUSCM. However, only 20 people
could meet that day. So we decided to
have a special AGM on the following
week. It was amazing to experience
God's grace & it was a successful
meeting as we could get enough
signatures for the re registration.

In this Academic year, there was an
Orientation program organized by the
Faculty of science for the freshers. We
presented some of our last year
activities as PUSCM. However, most of
the Christian students were catholic.
Therefore no one joined us from
Faculty of Science except for 4 new
students. 2 students from the Dental
faculty, I from the Medical Faculty& I

from Moratuwa & Colombo Fellowships
and spent some time with us. We are
really happy & thankful to them. We are
also thankful to our GCF staff for their

assistance and cooperation.

Staff News

Praise God for the great blessings he has
given us, Savithri Sumanthiran will be
appointed General Secretary in the
coming month of February. We thank
God for the leadership given by Priyan
during the years and the other
responsibilities borne by the council as
well. We look forward to a new decade

of ministry in FOCUS.

PeraDC / PUSCM A new female-staff worker, Achini a

recent graduate from the University of
Colombo management Faculty is
expected to join staff in January. Her
addition will be a strength to the existing
staff team.

Thank God for Sachindras work in
FOCUS. He recently attended the
Urbana '09 conference in the USA, as a
speaker on "Climate Change: A South
Asian perspective'. He has also received
an appointment at ICTA (Information
and Communication Technology
Agency). We praise God for the work he
has done in FOCUS as staff, and wish
him the best as he goes to work at ICTA.

The Regional General Secretary meeting
will be taking place during the end of
January, we pray

for Yohan who will

attend behalf of

FOCUS.







